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Father of Modern Oyster Hatchery Dies 

Willie Breese, who retired from OSU in 1985, passed away June 29 from cancer, but he leaves 

behind a changed oyster industry. Willie originally came to Newport as a graduate student in 1952, 

working in the old Sally's Bend lab on oyster research. When the Marine Science Center was built 

in 1965, Willie was able to expand his research. The oyster industry at that time had to get all their 

seed oysters from Japan because we didn't know the necessary oyster hatchery technology to raise 

our own. In what is now the garage area of the west wing of the main building, Willie built three 

temperature-controlled rooms. Anja Robinson, an algologist who knew nothing about oysters, was 

hired in 1968 to test all the plumbing components for the new lab for toxicity. 

Together Willie's group learned how to condition and spawn oysters. Their biggest problem was 

finding what the larvae could and would eat. They knew they ate microalgae, but which ones? They 

tested one species after another until they came up with the right ones. All these protocols and 

techniques were given to the oyster industry and the first commercial oyster hatchery on the West 

Coast was set up at Pigeon Point, California in the 1970s. The second was at Netarts Bay, Oregon. 

Once the commercial hatcheries were up and running, Willie moved on to working with other 

molluscan species (clams and mussels). In addition, other students came to work in the same area. 

Jim Lannan came in 1972 to work on oyster broodstock, basically doing what Chris Langdon is 

doing now. Bob Malouf, Oregon Sea Grant Director, earned his M.S. and his Ph.D. here at the 

Center, looking at feeding rates in oysters under Dr. Dimmick. Bruce Henderson also worked under 

Willie for his Master's, developing a way to send oyster seed in a small cooler, instead of already 

set on large bags of oyster cultch, quite a boon for the industry as well. 

Another contribution to the industry came about because OSU didn't have enough bottom land to 

set their oysters in the way the regular oyster growers did. So instead they grew out their oysters on 

ropes and in net trays hanging in the water column. This proved to be so successful that the oyster 

industry began doing the same thing. 

Willie leaves behind his wife, Katherine, his two sons, Paul and Tom, and two grandchildren. 

Donations are requested to Hospice in lieu of flowers and there will be no services, at Willie's 

request. 

 
Meet Our Back Wing Summer Workers 

 
 

 



Laurie O'Neal 

Laurie O'Neal worked as a volunteer with Anja Robinson through Angell Job Corps for two 

months before coming on board as a paid worker. She grew up on the East Coast, in North 

Carolina, and was used to shucking oysters, though not growing them. Graduating from the Job 

Corps in Forestry this May, she will begin classes this summer at the Oregon Coast Community 

College, aiming for a double major in Biology and Journalism. Laurie traveled around the United 

States for eight years before settling down for additional schooling. For fun Laurie plays many 

instruments, has an extensive music collection and loves jazz. She is also a rock collector and tree 

climber and goes to Portland to visit friends frequently. 

Kris Fedor 

 

Kris Fedor is also working in the Molluscan Broodstock Program, but has come to the Center in a 

roundabout way. A native of Colorado, Kris persuaded his folks to send him to the Summer 

Biology Program at Friday Harbor, Washington, where he met Carl Demetropoulos. Eager to learn 

more about marine biology of any kind, he was glad to accept a summer job with Chris Langdon 

and Carl at the HMSC. Back in Colorado, he is part of an innovative education program that allows 

him to go five years and receive both a high school diploma and an A.S. degree at the same time. 

He plans to go to a West Coast college in some aspect of marine biology. While he is here, he 

wants to learn to surf and enjoys basketball, rollerblading and horseback riding. 
 

 
Ricardo Lopez 

Ricardo Lopez has also come to the Center from quite a distance. He is attending the University of 

Alaska at Fairbanks, although he has most recently been at Shannon Point Marine Lab in 

Anacortes, Washington, participating in the Minorities in Marine Science Program. He was one of 

only eight undergraduates nationwide accepted for this six-month program of classes and research. 

When the opportunity arose to intern this summer with the NMFS Fish Behavioral Ecology group, 

specifically Cliff Ryer, he grabbed it. Although he worked with herring embryos at Shannon Point, 

he is now working with juvenile pollock behavior, trying to determine how they select for prey size 

under low light conditions. Ricardo is quite the athlete, competing in cross-country skiing and 

mountain biking. He wants to participate in the Ultimate Frisbee games here. He is also a lover of 

music and plays the piano. 

 
Torie Wesly 

 

Torie Wesly comes to the Center from even farther away, Savannah, Georgia. She is attending 

Savannah State University where she is majoring in marine science. Dr. Matt Gilligan, her major 

professor, told her about the NMFS summer intern program and she applied because she wanted to 

do more research on fish otoliths. Torie is getting a chance to pull the otoliths from the fish herself 

and working on juvenile otoliths, both of which she hasn't done before. Her future plans are to get 



her doctoral degree in either marine science, marine ecology or icthyology, though she is also 

interested in botany. For enjoyment she is a painter and also enjoys hiking and SCUBA diving. 

 
 
 

Anne Kapuscinski Receives USDA's Highest Award 
 

Leading development of the first environmental safety guidelines for aquatic biotechnology 

research and development in the U.S. has netted a University of Minnesota professor the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture's highest individual award. 

Dr. Anne R. Kapuscinski, former graduate student with Jim Lannan at the HMSC, a fisheries 

professor with the university's College of Natural Resources and a Minnesota Sea Grant Extension 

specialist received the USDA's Honor Award on June 11. 

Kapuscinski led a national team that established safety standards for the development of genetically 

modified organisms for use by researchers, industry, government oversight staff, and citizen 

groups. The standards offer a step-by-step guide for identifying possible environmental risks, then 

through a series of management recommendations designed to reduce or prevent the identified 

risks. 

In addition to her national leadership on this issue, the award recognizes Kapuscinski's effort to 

protect and enhance the genetic diversity of U.S. fisheriesespecially Pacific salmon and steelhead 

species. She contributed realistic, research-based information to the controversial, often emotional 

debate over the future of these fisheries. 

In Minnesota, Kapuscinski has helped craft laws and regulations governing oversight of the release 

of genetically engineered organisms into the environment. She led the state's effort to write a 

special environmental assessment worksheet for review of proposed releases of genetically 

engineered organisms. She currently leads the Institute for Social, Economic and Ecological 

Sustainability at the University. The Institute addresses issues of sustainability in Minnesota and 

other areas around the world by bringing together people from different disciplines with first-hand 

knowledge of sustainability problems and projects in many settings. 

Dr. Kapuscinski may be reached at akapusci@forestry.umn.edu. 

 
 
 

Miniaturized Whale Tag A Success 

During 1996-97, the Marine Mammal Research Group concentrated on miniaturization of the 

satellite-monitored radio tags used to track animals and identify critical habitats. The goals has 

been to create a tag which was implantable. However, since the tag was not ready with sufficient 

lead time to be used in the anticipated January 1997 field season on gray whales in Scammon's 

Lagoon, Baja Mexico, this work was put off for a year with a contract extension from the Office of 



Naval Research. The first testing of the tag was on humpback whales in Hawaii. Nine whales were 

tagged and at the time of this report, several tags were still in operation. One animal has already 

reached the Alaskan coast, providing the first data on the specific route and rate of travel from 

Hawaii to Alaska. Furthermore, its movements within Alaska suggest areas of feeding not 

previously documented for this species. Meanwhile, a female with a calf are still only half the 

distance between Hawaii and Alaska, documenting a later departure from the island chain and a 

slower migration speed. 

The miniaturized tag has only 25% of the weight of the tag used in the previous year. While some 

of the tags are still producing data, it is already possible to judge this new tag a success. Of all the 

whales tagged, several of the humpbacks tagged with the implantable tags now rank in the upper 

5% for tag longevity. Additional tests will be conducted with humpback whales during July 1997 to 

determine whether another attachment technique for this smaller implantable tag might be more 

successful than the original type applied to humpbacks in Hawaii. In addition to tag longevity 

testing, the tags applied in Alaska will provide information on the movements of humpbacks during 

their feeding season, investigating site tenacity and home range aspects not easily explored by other 

means. 

Testing the second attachment type is important before embarking on a large experiment planned 

for fall 1997/winter 1998. Tagging blue whales off Magdalena Bay along the southwest coast of the 

Baja Peninsula in late October and early November is anticipated. This is a time period when 

several tagged whales have arrived from the southern California feeding area. It is planned to 

follow these animals south into the Eastern Tropical Pacific where it is hoped to discover 

concentrations of blue whales and the first evidence of the North Pacific winter calving and 

breeding grounds. A second expedition is planned to that region to follow up on tagged whales, 

make observations of the relative abundance of blue whales, view their behavior and tag additional 

animals to extend information about their movements and winter range. 

Other activities planned during 1997 include resumption of the ONR-sponsored gray whale 

activities in Scammon's Lagoon along the central Pacific coast of Baja. Whales in this area are in 

the midst of the world's largest evaporative solar salt production facility. An acoustic evaluation of 

the area's gray whale habitat and its possible effect on the whales' distribution in the breeding and 

calving lagoon will be made. 

 
 
 

Guest Column by Susan Mills 
 

Editor's Note: Those who has seen Susan's immaculate desk, files and office probably walked away 

vowing to get their act together, but not everyone may have had the opportunity to enjoy Susan's 

lightening-fast wit and repartee. Therefore, we have asked Susan to sum up her secrets of success 

in her own inimitable words.  

I have been here at the HMSC for nine years now. At the time of my arrival in 1988, I already had 

approximately 16 years of office experience under my belt (I entered the work force when I 

was very youngjust barely out of grade school, if I remember correctly). The HMSC Newsletter 



editor has therefore made the assumption that I have learned a few things over the years that would 

be worthwhile sharing with you. That is certainly a matter of opinion, but here goes: 

· Retain a copy of any paperwork that leaves your office which you may ever conceivably have 

need for in the future. This policy has saved my derriere on many an occasion. 

· It is naive to think that the computer gods are benevolent. Protect yourself by backing-up your 

important documents on a floppy disk. 

· Neatness and accuracy count. Don't embarrass yourself or your agency by sending out sloppy 

letters, proposals, manuscripts, etcetera. 

· There's not much point to a filing system that's nothing more than a glorified garbage can. 

Establish and maintain your files in a logical and user-friendly manner. 

· An uncluttered and well-organized work area will keep you from losing your documents, your 

time, your temper and your mind. 

· Try to create a feeling of "working with" your co-workers rather than "working for", whether 

they're above or below you in the redoubtable pecking order plan. 

· Ask for guidance and/or clarification when needed. If you're a veritable fount of misinformation, 

you'll spend an inordinate amount of time undoing your blunders. 

· Don't blindly agree to every policy, procedure, and suggestion that comes your way. Offer your 

input if you feel that someone has come up with a harebrained idea that will ultimately lead to big-

time problems. 

· Everybody occasionally has the kind of day that causes perfectly nice people to act like jerks. 

Ignore this type of behavior (unless, of course, you're the person that's acting like a jerk.) 

· When learning a new procedure, take notes so you won't have to ask the same questions over and 

over again until someone wants to throttle you. 

· Don't wait until the last minute to do something because it will inevitably turn into the project that 

takes seventeen times longer than you thought it would. 

· And finally, in the immortal words of Gil Sylvia, "Just do the best you can!"  

 
 
 

Public Wing Interns Aim for Africa 
 

The four summer Public Wing interns are all OSU upper division students, all but one majoring in 

zoology. Two of them share an ambition to go to Africa upon finishing their degrees. 



 

Theresa Buyserie is a senior and hails from St. Paul, Oregon, a hamlet of 350 people. She hopes to 

go to medical school after a year off and plans to go to Africa for six months, perhaps working with 

Habitat for Humanity there. She has worked as a part-time nanny for her first two years at OSU and 

wanted to work here this summer because she has always enjoyed the Center. Theresa enjoys 

reading and beachwalking.  

 

 

Meghan Gobershock is a junior who comes from Winston, Oregon, home of Wildlife Safari. She 

has worked for five summers there in the education program and in animal husbandry. Not 

surprisingly, she plans to go to Namibia to work with the Cheetah Conservation Fund after she 

completes her degree. Meghan already has some international experience, going to northern 

Victoria on the Murray River of Australia as a high school exchange student. Meghan is not 

planning a career in marine biology, but wanted to be on the coast for a summer. She enjoys hiking 

and skiing. 

 
 

Lisa Bird is a senior from Springfield, Oregon, where she worked part-time two years for the U-

Lane-O Credit Union as a teller. She does miss handling all that money! She enjoys the coast and 

marine biology, and is thinking about the possibility of veterinary medicine. She enjoys SCUBA 

diving, dancing and photography.  
 

Tyler McAdam is the sole male and the only intern who is not a zoology major. His field is 

biology, especially marine biology, although he hasn't yet decided on exactly what work he would 

like to pursue. Because his dad was in the Coast Guard, he lived in Depoe Bay as a child and in a 

number of other Oregon towns. Most recently he comes from Salem. Tyler enjoys live music, 

SCUBA diving, kayaking and snowboarding, having worked as a lift operator at Mt. Hood. 

 
 
 

HMSC Weather Station Now Available on the World Wide Web! 
 
 

The local weather conditions at the Marine Science Center in Newport are now available to users of 

the WWW!. The URL (address) is <http://weather.hmsc.orst.edu/> (note that www is replaced by 

weather). 

Parameters Available from the weather station:  

Wind Speed, wind direction, maximum winds today  

Precipitation -Previous hour, today, previous week, this month, this year  

Temperature - Current, high/low for the day  

Wind Chill  

Dew Point  



Humidity  

Barometric Pressure - Current, low for the day, hourly trend 

The current and previous months daily high/low temperature and precipition is at < 

http://weather.hmsc.orst.edu/Records/> 

All weather sensors are mounted on the Guin Library Building. A more detailed description of the 

instruments can be found at <http://secchi.hmsc.orst.edu/weather/instruments/> Archived data 

taken every 15 minutes will be available on the web by the end of July 1997. Links to a searchable 

database of daily records for Newport, summarized data from HMSC and links to additional 

weather information is available at <http://secchi.hmsc.orst.edu/weather/> 

 
 
 

New Book Features VENTS Group 
 
 

Linda VanderBurgh has a brand new book in the bookstore that features some of the most recent 

research of the NOAA VENTS group here at the Center. She shared some of the book reviews 

about The Universe Below: Discovering the Secrets of the Deep Sea by William Broad. 

(Remember to ask for your 10% staff discount at the bookstore.) 

"In 1985, William Broad covered the discovery of the Titanic, and he's been hooked on deep-sea 

exploration ever since. In his book The Universe Below, Broad dives into the history of 

oceanographic discovery and its scientific, military and industrial purposes. He begins in the 19th 

century and then chronicles the evolution of technology that has allowed humans to explore at ever 

greater depths. Broad pays special attention to the role of the military in deep-sea exploration, 

recounting chilling tales of Cold War high jinks deep below the ocean's surface. 

"The Universe Below is an epic journey to the final earthly frontier. In the course of this odyssey 

Broad introduces unfamiliar life forms, legendary explorers, and the amazing scientific and 

technological breakthroughs sea exploration has rendered. Obviously smitten with his subject, 

Broad provides an informative and entertaining voyage to the bottom of the sea." 

 
 
 

It's That Time of Year Again! 
 

Yes, the annual summer binding project is about to begin. Although unbound issues of journals are 

not supposed to leave the library, there are probably a few issues out there. Library staff would very 

much appreciate it if all 1996 issues could be returned immediately. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



·········· 

C&RL News is a library journal and so the resources are usually well evaluated and useful. Here's 

one example that may be helpful for people. 

Internet resources in biology By Martin P. Courtois and Alan H. Goslen Published in: C&RL 

News, Vol. 57 No. 7, July/August 1996 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/resjul96.html 

 
 
 

Jill Grover Shares New Finding 
 
 

Research on the feeding ecology of larval summer flounder, Paralichtys dentatus was concluded 

last year. In the first year of this project, research focused on examining feeding habits in oceanic 

habitats. During 1996-97 the project examined feeding habits of metamorphic larvae that were 

collected as they entered estuarine habitats. These two series of collections facilitated a definition 

of the ontogeny of diet in the early life history of this species (preflexionflexionpostflexion, 

premetamorphicmetamorphic stages). 

One of the most interesting findings was that metamorphic larvae apparently cease feeding at the 

mid-point in the right eye's migration. This is a critical point in their ecology: fish are switching 

from a vertical life in the water column to a horizontal life on the bottom. However, other evidence 

suggests that this cessation of feeding does not place the flounder in any real danger of starvation. 

Results from this study have suggested directions of research for scientists looking to successfully 

culture summer flounder: determining whether summer flounder larvae feed preferentially at high 

illumination levels or over a wide illumination range, and determining the threshold of light 

intensity for feeding of metamorphic larvae. 

As work on one species concludes, work on a new species has begun. In a collaboration with Pat 

Livingston of the Alaska Fisheries Science Center in Seattle, and Troy Buckley of the University of 

Washington, the diet of juvenile Pacific hake, Merluccius productus, is currently being examined. 

 
Personnel Notes 

 

Nora Demers, who earned her Ph.D. while at the HMSC last year, is pleased to report that she has 

been hired as an Associate Professor in genetics at the brand new Florida Gulf Coast University. 

This will be the first year of the new four-year university, located at the southern end of the Florida 

Gulf Coast, near Naples and Ft. Myers. Congratulations, Nora! 



Walt Frick, formerly with the Newport EPA branch, sends us his greetings from his current 

position with EPA in Atlanta, Georgia. He enclosed a paragraph from their newsletter, about Walt's 

unusual way to commute to work: "Walt slipped his new one-person canoe into the North Oconee 

in his backyard in University Heights and enjoyed a pleasant half-mile paddle to one of the trails 

that lead up from the river past the Russell Research Center. From the river, it was a half-mile 

portage to the EPA lab in Athens. The portage was the rub, Walt says. Incompatibilities between 

human anatomy and canoe construction produced a sore neck. Walt hasn't given up. He's going to 

get some proper padding and hit the canoe commute again. He says the river is beautiful with low, 

overhanging branches and even an eagle's nest to entertain commuters." 

 

Katrina Walker and Stacia Kimball 

 

Katrina Walker and Stacia Kimball are our other summer bookstore students. If she looks 

familiar, it's because Katrina's sister Kim used to work in the bookstore. Katrina just graduated 

from Newport High and will be attending OSU in the fall, either in education or graphic design. 

Stacia is returning for yet another year and is pursuing engineering at OSU. 

Bon Voyage to Jim Carlile and Bill Kirby, two of our custodians. Bill worked at the Center for ten 

years and Jim for 15. The new guys on the team are Jim Ezzell, Tom Matteson and John Hagan. 

 

Jim Ezzell 

 

 

Tim Bellmore and Bill Kirby 

 

Tom Matteson and John Hagan 

 

(Editor's Note: Unfortunately, Jim Carlile's picture did not turn out.) 
 

June Mohler of ODFW is extremely pleased and proud to announce that the new Guide to 

Oregon's Rocky Intertidal Habitats is finally back from the printer and available for sale at the 

HMSC bookstore. This guide is lavishly illustratedwith color photographs and exquisite drawings 

by June Mohler, Susan Jurasz and Sandra Noel. The Guide is the fourth edition of a publication 

aimed at informing Oregon's citizens and visitors about the fascinating inhabitants of our dynamic 

rocky shore environment. The first edition was published in 1970 and written by Laimons Osis and 

Gary Gibson; the second in 1975 by Laimons and Bob Kuhn; the third edition in 1989 by Jean 

McCrae and Laimons and the fourth edition in 1997 by June Mohler, David Fox and Bill Hastie. 

Also available is a single laminated sheet showing the common plants of Oregon's Rocky Intertidal 

Habitats. Congratulations on a wonderful job and a valuable resource!  

Congratulations to our newest Ph.Ds, Bob Dziak and Taku Fuji! Bob' thesis was entitled 

"Acoustic monitoring of earthquakes along the Blanco Fracture Transform Zone and Gorda Plates 



and their tectonic implications." Taku's dissertation was on the effects of burrowing behavior of 

marine amphipods on the accumluation of sediment toxicity. 


