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Jerry Butler, Last MSC Pioneer, Retires 

Jerry Butler, Program Leader for Marine Finfish, is retiring from ODFW and is the last of the MSC 

pioneers (those who were here when the Center opened in 1965). Born in Oklahoma, but raised in 

Sweet Home, Oregon, Jerry grew up hunting and fishing. Although he started college in physics, he 

found his true love was in biology. He quit OSU his junior year to cut timber, marry his high school 

sweetheart, Fredda and raise a family. 

At Fredda's instigation, he returned to school and completed his bachelor's in fisheries at OSU, 

because he had heard that the Oregon Fish Commission had openings. Ray Milleman came to him 

in 1965 with a proposal to study the effects of the pesticide Sevin on aquatic organisms and so he 

came to the brand new Marine Science Center. Willie Breese and Gene Stewart encouraged him to 

go on for a Master's and so he did his thesis on the effects of Sevin on the growth of juvenile cockle 

clams. 

He did so well that Peter Duderoff and Ray Milleman encouraged him to keep going and get his 

Ph.D. He did that for four years (1967-71) until funding ran out and it became too difficult to 

handle everything plus raise his family of one boy and two girls (Bruce, Barbara and Beth). In 

March 1971 he began his career at ODFW and Fredda went back to school to get her teaching 

credential, teaching at Siletz School until just recently retiring. 

Jerry has very fond memories of the nurturing, supportive and family-like atmosphere of the Center 

in its early days, with less than 50 people here. On beautiful Fridays, all it took was for someone to 

walk down the one hallway and say, "Let's have a barbecue at the beach!" and families would be 

called, everyone trooping out for an impromptu get-together. Willie Breese was a tremendous 

mentor of students and young people, along with Professor Dimmick, Dale Snow, Ivan Pratt and 

Dr. Finney. They functioned like support staff for students. 

Looking back over his career, Jerry considers his trawl survey work along the Oregon and 

Washington coast in the 1970s and his at-sea tagging of nearshore rockfish to be his favorite times. 

He worked in recreational finfish, as a field supervisor and finally his current position as Program 

Leader. The hardest decision he ever had to make was to retire. 

So what's next? Jerry looks forward to traveling to the Southwest desert, teaching his grandchildren 

to hunt and fish, working on his 10-acre "hobby farm" and being a reading mentor in the local 
elementary schools.  

 



 

HMSC Newsletter Goes Electronic in May 1998 

Due to the increasing cost of producing over 350 six-page newsletters twelve times a year, the 

HMSC Newsletter will not be printed and distributed as in the past. Beginning in May individuals 

will need to go to the HMSC newsletter Web page 

(http://www.hmsc.orst.edu/gen_info/newsletr.html) and select the month they wish to view. A 

notice will be sent out on the HMSC email system when the newest newsletter is put online. 

If this poses a hardship for you, please contact the editor at (541) 867-0212 or 
rogersp@ccmail.orst.edu. Thank you for your continued support 

 
 

Questions We Cannot Answer 

In the Spring 1998 issue of The Oregon Scientist, Pete Lawson of the National Marine Fisheries 

Service was interviewed about the effects of long-term climate change on fisheries. He feels that 

the real key to the rise and fall of fish stocks may lie with much larger, long-term climate cycles. 

Rainfall, temperature and other conditions appear to shift in cycles of about 60 years. "That raises 

all kinds of questions about how the fishing industry can plan its business cycles, given the kinds of 

fluctations we'd expect to see in the resource just in the normal course of events," Lawson said. 

The fishing industry has been urging regulatory bodies to use "better science" to set back their 

decisions to set harvest limits and other restrictions on species whose numbers appear to be in 

decline. One difficulty, Lawson said, is that science still knows too little about how climate affects 

different fish species. Also, recorded data decribing these 60-year cycles goes back fewer than 150 

years. In the absense of recorded human observation, scientists turn to the natural record. For 

instance, trees in Arizona show growth rings going back about 1,500 years, with 60-year cycles in 

the trees' rate of growth. That, in turn, indicates long-term patterns of wet and dry, hot and cold. 

The tree-ring data can be compared with other information records, for instance, of anchovy scale 

deposits in the ocean sediments off southern Californiato get some idea about how fish populations 

fared at various points in the climate cycle. 

As more data sets and more sophisticated models are developed, science becomes better able to 

make educated guesses about how long-term climate conditions may affect the supply, range and 
survival of different fish species. 

 
 
 

Volunteer Spotlight on Don and Margaret Kennedy 

Some people are just born to interpret be it interpreting the laws of the land, or the laws of nature. 

Such is the case with Public Wing volunteer Don Kennedy and his wife, Margaret. The Kennedys 



have accumulated almost 400 volunteer hours interpreting the exhibits to the public since the newly 

remodeled area opened in February. 

Don and Margaret have recently retired from careers in the Redding, California area (he as a judge 

in the California Superior court system, and she from the school district) and maintain homes both 

in Redding and in South Beach. They have been visiting the central Oregon coast regularly since 

1965, and decided to spend more time here after their retirement. They began volunteering at the 

Oregon Coast Aquarium, but found HMSC offered a more flexible volunteer schedule so we now 

are lucky to have them working with us. 

The Kennedys have recently returned from a month in Canada, where Don has been "interpreting" 

legal questions for a film being produced by their film maker daughter, Kathleen. (The film is 

based on the book Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson.) This is third film for which Don 

has provided legal expertise. He has been on set in Toronto, and in the Bridge Studio in Vancouver, 

(so named because portions of the Golden Gate Bridge were constructed there in a large hangar, 

then shipped to San Francisco). 

Don and Margaret volunteer in the Rocky Intertidal program, where, on low tide days in the spring, 

they assist visitors with tidepool and seal pup information at Seal Rock or Otter Rock Marine 

Gardens. They also participated in the marine mammal dig Bill Hanshumaker conducted last 

summer. 

Coincidentally, their four children are all in the entertainment business: Kathleen, as a film 

producer; Connie as a film location expert in Canada; Dana as a news anchor at KING TV in 

Seattle; Rick as a musician/songwriter in LA; and Michael as a choreographer and director of the 

New York City Opera and the Houston Opera. 

We appreciate the Kennedy's willingness to help out wherever and whenever needed and their good 

humor and dedication to the Public Wing. 

 
Spring Scholarship and Award Deadlines 

$10,000 Mamie Markham Research Awards - research conducted by graduate students or post-

doctoral researchers - scientific merit most important criterion - preference to proposals using 

HMSC or Astoria Seafood Lab - Deadline is April 15. Submit to Dr. Weber, HMSC. 

$5,500 Holt Marine Education Fund - undergraduate or graduate students in marine sciences 

producing marine-related educational output for course, public education, extension - Deadline 

is May 15. Submit to Dr. Weber, HMSC. 

$3,000 Bill Wick Marine Fisheries Award - graduate students in area of marine fisheries ecology 

- Deadline is May 22. Submit to Dr. Weber, HMSC. 

$900 Reynolds Scholarship - graduate students in residence at HMSC - paid in three equal 

installments beginning Fall term - Deadline is May 15. Submit to Dr. Olson, HMSC. 



$500 Schwantes Memorial Fellowship Fund - graduate students in residence at HMSC - to foster 

sound marine resource management - Deadline is May 15. Submit to Dr. Weber, HMSC. 

For more detailed information, please check with your major professor or the Director's office (7-

0212). 

 
 

Sixth Annual Surimi School Held 

The Annual Oregon State University Surimi Technology School, now in its sixth year, was again a 

success. The school was hosted at the new OSU Seafood Laboratory in Astoria on March 24-26. 

This year's school was attended by over 95 participants including representatives from the 

surimi/fish industry, surimi seafood industry, allied industry, and educational institutes. In addition, 

10 international participants representing France, Denmark, Estonia, Japan, Iceland, and Thailand 

were in attendance. 

Sponsors for this year's school involved 15 private companies: Active International, Ajinomoto 

USA, Alfa-Laval, American Seafoods Co., Central Soya, Contec, DNHS Seafoods, Givaudan-

Roure, MD Foods Ingredients, Newly Weds Foods, NFI, Solutia, Roquette America, Takasago 

International, and Tyson Seafood. 

The school, unique in its ability to annually offer an opportunity for surimi industry representatives 

to meet, learn, and discuss issues regarding the surimi industry, was founded and designed by Dr. 

Jae Park to encourage interaction between the various components of the surimi industry. The 

school incorporated morning lectures sessions with afternoon laboratory sessions to develop a 

balanced learning experience. The lectures were conducted by speakers from Oregon State 

University, North Carolina Sate University, University of Alaska, Kyung Hee University, 

University of California Davis, and industry experts. The lab sessions were devoted to hands-on 

experiments in surimi production, surimi gel preparation/evaluation, and microbiology/sanitation 

techniques. In addition this year's lab session hosted the demonstration of a new centrifuge decanter 

machine for use during surimi production. 

As the success of the OSU Surimi Technology School continues to expand, the recently completed 

OSU Seafood Laboratory will allow the school to continue its pursuit to aid and promote the surimi 
industry and to accommodate the growing number of interested participants. 

 
 
 

Library News 

Electronic Delivery of Journal Articles 

As was mentioned last month, the Guin Library is experimenting with Internet delivery via email of 

articles. Several of you expressed interest in being guinea pigs. We appear to have the bugs worked 

out, so here is the rest of the story... 



If you are interested in participating, you need to have some kind of a document viewer loaded on 

your computer. I've tested DocView which was developed by the National Library of Medicine. 

The program is available to download at http://archive.nlm.nih.gov/proj/docview/ 

Once you have it loaded, let us know you are ready to receive next time you request something 

either from the Valley Library or from another library. Be sure and put your email address on the 

request form. If possible, we will get the article for you as an electronic file and forward it to your 

email box. It will appear as a message with an attachment. Click on the attachment to open in 

DocView. It's readable on the screen or prints out very nicely. 

Ordering Books 

Part of the library's book budget was reinstated. Please send me suggestions for book purchases. 

NMFS Access to Aquatic Science and Fisheries Abstracts 

Everybody at HMSC who is on the HMSC network can get into ASFA via the Valley Library's 

electronic resources web page. http://osu.orst.edu/dept/library/csaccess.htm NMFS people who are 

on NMFS network in NAL can get into ASFA via the Seattle Lab's Library 
http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/library/library.htm 

 
Cutter's Corner 

 

Again, it's another month gone by. Another month wherein in one Senate committee hearing room 

more wealth was gathered than has ever been seen in one place in Earth's history. Another month in 

which the number of people using the Internet went up by 10%. Another month in which the 

number of people who own a computer went up by an amazing 2%. And, incredibly, a single man, 

whose software is on almost every one of those machines, managed to insist to people we elected 

that he does not have a monopoly. 

So now, in effort to further increase Mr. Gates' massive wallet, I have some guardedly good news. 

We have just received our first copy of MS Office 98 for the Macintosh. This will allow us to bring 

MAC users current with the Windows counterparts. Actually, a bit ahead if you believe the hype. 

Having used it now for a bit, I like it, but it does consume memory. Maybe Mr. Gates has invested 

in memory manufacturers. 

The mail switchover is slowly coming to fruition. We are slowly going down the list of all cc:mail 

users and getting the software installed on all machines. We are using Outlook 98 for Mac users 

and Eudora 4.0 light for PC users. This software is available on both servers and can be freely 

downloaded. We are also going to setup a system for all of you to convert your old cc:mail archives 

over to your new mail system. 

More good news for Mac users may be in order. We are currently looking to setup a Site License 

for MAC OS 8. This will allow us to install this software on everyone's machines and bring 



everyone to the same standard. By the way, if you are looking for the recent versions of most 

Internet software for Mac and PC, instead of downloading from the web, check out our server 

HMSC.ORST.EDU. This should run quickly for everyone and will allow you to find common 

software quickly. The site is still being developed, but it is at http://hmsc.orst.edu/comp/index. 

html. Enjoy! We also will be putting software updates for all current Mac and PC software used for 

your enjoyment. (Sarcasm fully intended) 

Lastly, I will be on the Wecoma hopefully from April 3 to 9, so for Pete's sake don't break 
anything! 

 
 

Redone Touch Pool(s) Nears Completion 

Tim Miller-Morgan, one of the two HMSC aquarists, is pleased to report that the massive 

reconstruction of the touch pool is physically completed. The new recirculating pumping system is 

fully operational and is leaching out the last of the solvents and acidity from the new concrete. 

Once that has been regulated, the tidal animals will be placed in the pools, probably within a week 

to ten days. The first touch pool for the 1997 opening proved to be too small, with not enough 

water circulation or touching area for the public. 

The re-done pool features recirculated water for the 1900 gallons of tank space, two waterfalls to 

oxygenate the water (instead of air pumps), a chiller to keep the water temperature constant, 

biological filters to handle ammonia build-up and at least half again as much touching area for the 

public. Design Craftsmen and the HMSC physical plant staff are to be commended for a beautifully 

done project. 

 
 

 

Driving in Reverse with No Rearview Mirror 

In the Spring 1998 issue of The Oregon Scientist, Dave Sampson likens the current state of 

knowledge about Pacific groundfish stocks to driving an automobile in reverse with no rearview 

mirror. "All you can see is where you've been," says Sampson, associate professor of fisheries at 

the HMSC. The article's theme is that there may never be an accurate way to measure the number 

of fish in the world's oceans. Fishermen have long complained that stock assessmentthe means of 

estimating how many fish are available for harvest in a given seasonfail to accurately describe how 

many fish are actually in the ocean. Sampson says that to a degree, the fishermen have a point. 

Stock assessment is a relatively young science in the Pacific. The first assessment survey was 

conducted in 1979, with updates every three years since. The most common source of assessment 

data, the survey, typically involves using trawl gear to sample randomly selected reaches of ocean, 

and counting and weighing the fish that are caught. Pot surveys, by contrast, set traps to catch the 

fish in various locations. Scientists also use hydroacoustic gear to bounce sound waves off schools 

of whiting and determine the fish population by measuring the echoes that bounce back. 



While agencies and some lawmakers are calling for more money to support more frequent stock 

assessments, Sampson isn't sure the information that results will tell much more than is known 

today. 

"It's a very big ocean, and we have a very imperfect view of what's going on in it. We're being 

asked to forecast the future, but even the best stock assessment, alone, doesn't let us do that. We 

don't know whether there's another El Niño around the corner, or if there are other shifts in ocean 

conditions that may be affecting the fish. Even if we had annual data and more sampling, we still 

wouldn't be able to have great confidence in the numbers that result." 

Sampson compares managing a fishery to managing a bank account. You need to know the 

balance, or how many fish there are, and you need to know the rate of return, or how fast the fish 

are replenishing themselves. Right now, it's as if we're living off the interest, but we don't know 

how big the balance is, nor do we know the interest rate. 

For more information, please check out this article in the Spring 1998 Oregon Scientist, page 12. 

 
 

Personnel Notes 

Susan Gilmont, Library Techician at the Guin Library, has had a book review published in the 

March issues of Associates: The Electonic Library Support Staff Journal, published by Kendall 

Simmons in Lawrence, Kansas. Susan reviewed Territorial Games: Understanding and Ending 

Turf Wars atWork by Annette Simmons, published by the American Management Association in 

1997 (ISBN: 0-8144-0383-2). This book is available in the Guin Library. Talk to Susan and see if 

she thinks it is worth reading. 

 


