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 Swift Action by EPA Protects Seawater System from New Carissa Threat 

When the New Carissa went aground the second time on Wednesday, March 3, coastal 

residents feared another Exxon Valdez catastrophe. There were fears of petroleum 

contamination threatening our seawater system and the many on-going experiments at 

the Center. Our sister institution, the Oregon Institute of Marine Biology, in Charleston 

had to stop pumping seawater to their facility because of the oil spill, and survived by 

sending tanker trucks to the HMSC to truck in our seawater. However, there would be no 

practical way to truck in enough seawater to service the HMSC and the Oregon Coast 

Aquarium (which pumps its seawater from our ship dock). 

An emergency meeting of seawater users was called Wednesday afternoon to determine 

what should be done. There are several components of an oil spill: floating tar balls, tar 

balls that mix with enough sand to sink to the bottom, and semi-soluble elements that 

could be emulsified in the roiling of the bar and come into the water column. Once 

particulate or emulsified petroleum components are pumped through a seawater system, 

the plastic pipes and parts of the system may absorb the toxic oil, requiring 

decontamination of the whole system. The Center needed to know if there was a threat to 

the system in sufficient time to turn off the pumps and prevent such contamination. 

Dave Young, Dave Specht and Bob Ozretich of EPA volunteered to create a monitoring 

system to give us this information. By Friday afternoon these EPA researchers, with the 

 



advice of other HMSC scientists, had devised a simple monitoring program to provide a 

warning of the presence of spilled petroleum near the seawater intake. The first step was 

                 

 
      

      

 to walk the beaches inshore of the pier looking for tar balls or other signs of 

petroleum, either along the high tide line or at the water's edge. To monitor 

the subsurface water at the HMSC intake level, Dave Specht designed and 

created a pump sampler and a baffled aquarium that would collect floating 

and sinking tar balls and dissolved contaminants from the depth of the 

seawater intake. As the photograph shows, Dave Specht is taking samples 

from the two parts of the baffled aquarium, and both he and Dave Young 

collected such samples during the freezing and stormy nights of the 

beaching as well as during the day. Special thanks go to the HMSC 

maintenance crew of Bob Miller and Bob Kelps for the actual installation 

of the test equipment. 

To monitor for small particulate or emulsified petroleum in the water 

samples, Bob Ozretich reactivated an instrument originally used by former 

EPA researcher Bob Randall to monitor oil spilled by the Blue Magpie in 

the early 1980s. Using a fluorometer, a simple and relatively inexpensive 

analytical instrument that registers the amount of fluorescence 
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 typical in petroleum, the team compared the samples with the filtered 

seawater "blanks" or controls. They took approximately 150 samples over 

ten days and found that the seawater for the Center was roughly 1000 times 

below the threshold of toxic levels for marine diesel fuel. They also found 

no tar balls. There were several very interesting findings that Dave Young 

and his co-workers hope to pursue. 

· The surface had 10 times the reading of the deep samples, even though 

that was still way below toxic levels. Our seawater system design protects 

us by default, as our intake is about 15 feet below the surface and three feet 

above the bay floor. OIMB's problem was due to their intake being right at 

the surface of the bay. 

· The lower salinity surface water in the bay has a higher marine diesel 

level than does the incoming seawater. The highest readings were taken 

came from the vicinity of Port Dock 7 and the Embarcadero marina. These 

harbor surface water readings were several times higher than those from the 

samples taken in the surf 50 feet from the New Carissa at Waldport. These 

readings were still far below toxic levels. 

Dave Young and his colleagues plan on writing up the simple and 

inexpensive testing protocol, complete with the needed equipment that 

could be pulled off a shelf and in place within hours. He, Dave Specht and 

Bob Ozretich all received recognition from EPA for their swift and 

invaluable assistance in monitoring and protecting our seawater system. 

 

      

 
     

     



 HMSCA Good Neighbor in Lincoln County 

OSU and the Chamber of Commerce frequently try to assess how the 

HMSC positively impacts the economy of Lincoln County and Oregon. 

What doesn't get counted as often are all the nontangible efforts made by 

HMSC employees, state and federal. The past two months we have had 

some prime examples of how much good we can do through very simple 

efforts. 

Blood Drive - The HMSC has had its most successful blood drive ever, 

since we began in 1992 through the efforts of grad student Lynn Krasnow. 

In March we exceeded our goal of 50 pints of blood by seven pintsalmost 

15% over, plus we had 60 people present to give blood. Each of those pints 

can benefit up to four individuals, so we were able to help as many as 228 

people during this one drive. Special thanks go to all the volunteers and 

donors who make this drive so successful: Tonya Builder, Linda Conser, 

Julie Keister, Pat Lewis, Keith Matteson, Terri Nogler, Cindy Sweitzer, 

Mitch Vance, Jessica Waddell, and all the cookie/juice donors. 

Food Drive - Not content with promoting the OSU Food Drive during the 

month of February with our Tuesday Soup Kitchen, HMSCers have 

continued through March to raise additional funds. The AHEC staff, Dave 

Sampson, Dann Cutter, Veryl Barry, Julie Keister, Leah Feinberg and 

Jennifer Menkel all prepared and donated soup and goodies to raise 

$167.66 in March. The rest of you supported the drive by bringing your 

bowls, spoons and money each week. 

 

 

 

  

 Ignacio Eraso Joins Estuarine Team 

Ignacio Eraso so enjoyed visiting the Oregon coast on his vacation that he 

moved here two weeks later from Kentucky. He and his wife Tylene fell in 

love with the area, which reminds Ignacio a great deal of his native 

Navarra, Basque country in the north of Spain. Ignacio works as an 

analytical chemist for Dynacorps/EPA, analyzing sediments for carbon and 

sulfur levels, studying acidity, salinity and conductivity. 

Ignacio originally aimed at medicine, but found he especially enjoyed 

anatomic pathology, cytology and microbiology. He worked in a hospital in 

Spain, but there are not many opportunities for microbiologists there. 

Following his sister's example, he came to study at the University of 

Kentucky, Lexington, where he met his future wife. He really enjoys his 

work in Newport because it is both lab and field work. 

His wife, Tylene, works for the Lincoln County Planning Office. They 

 



enjoy camping, backpacking, travel and kayaking. Ignacio also enjoys 

soccer and plays on the local amateur soccer team. If anyone needs 

anything translated from Spanish or Basque, Ignacio would be happy to 

oblige. 

     

 
     

     

 What's In A Name?  

 

 

  



 Improving on-site signage at HMSC has been identified as an important 

short-term marketing strategy by Sea Grant staff who administer the Public 

Wing. Last summer, MRM graduate student Laura Anderson conducted a 

survey of Public Wing visitors to evaluate recognition and recall of HMSC 

outdoor on-site signage. An important conclusion of this study was that 

HMSC should play an integral role in facilitating a movement toward 

cooperative signage among South Beach attractions and businesses. 

To this end Terri Nogler, Public Relations/Marketing Coordinator for the 

Public Wing, has initiated discussions with the larger attractions and 

business complexes in the South Beach area to develop a cooperative 

signage program. Both the Newport Sign Committee and the South Beach 

group are working with ODOT representatives to enhance signage along 

Highway 101 which would facilitate tourist navigation. 

South Beach representatives want to be included in this coordinated 

signage roject and are meeting to come up with a name for the area, a 

concept of what the area is and what we want to offer to visitors. Once a 

name for the district has been chosen, area representatives will request 

improved signage along Hwy 101 designed to get visitors off the highway 

and to South Beach attractions. The signage "wish list" will be submitted to 

ODOT and the approved signs may possibly be installed by summer. 

The next step is to develop a city-wide theme for a coordinated look to 

signs placed throughout the city. Discussions for improved tourist facilities 

in South Beach have centered around exit signs that lead visitors from one 

attraction to another, information kiosks and increased walking trails that 

attractively cross the roads designed to call visitors' 

attention to them. 

If you have an appropriate suggestion for a name for the South Beach 

district, call Terri at 7-0271. 

 

     

 
         

         

 

 

    

         



 Deborah Goldstein Joins Marine Mammal Program 

After an educational stint in the Midwest and East, Deborah Goldstein has 

come back to Oregon to serve as a research assistant for the Marine 

Mammal Endowment Program. Her six-month appointment is in the 

development field and she is involved in grant writing, researching funding 

opportunities and editing. 

Raised in Lake Oswego, she came by her interest in the marine world after 

a childhood trip to Sea World and after reading Arm of the Starfish by 

Madeleine L'Engel. She went on to get her B.A. in Biology at Wittenberg 

University in Springfield, Ohio, and her Masters of Marine Policy from the 

University of Delaware. While she was there, she found her interest going 

into the nonprofit section and she also earned her Certificate in Museum 

Studies. 

Deborah enjoys beach walking, hiking, cooking, photography, reading and 

travel. She also studied Japanese for five years. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

     

 Markham Symposium Set for June 4 

Scholarship Deadlines May 15 

The 1999 Mamie Markham Research Symposium has been scheduled for 

Friday, June 4, in the Library Seminar Room. The purpose of the 

Symposium is to provide an opportunity for donors to meet with the 

student recipients of the numerous HMSC scholarships. 

Applications are currently open for the following scholarships, all having a 

deadline of May 15. For further information, contact the Director's office 

(7-0212). 

Bill Wick Marine Fisheries Award - grad students in area of marine 

fisheries ecology. $5,000. 

Barbara Schwantes Fellowship - grad students to foster sound marine 

resource management. $500. 

Reynolds Scholarship - grad students in residence at HMSC. $1,500. 

Holt Marine Education Fund - undergrad or grad students in marine 

science studies. Must have definite educational output. $5,500 maximum. 

Mamie Markham Research Awards - grad students or post-doc 

researchers using HMSC or Astoria Seafood Lab facilities. Several awards 

of up to $10,000. 

 

         

 
       



       

 

 

  

       

 Experienced Oyster Grower Joins Broodstock Program 

Research assistant Sean Matson has joined the Molluscan Broodstock 

Program. A native of Olympia, Washington, Sean has worked for oyster 

companies in Willapa Bay since he was 14 years old. He enjoyed it so 

much that he went on to get his bachelor's and master's degrees in Fisheries. 

His thesis topic was the hybridization of mussels and their survival and 

growth in hatcheries. 

He and his wife Leslie enjoy the outdoors, especially mountain biking, 

kayaking and fly fishing. He also plays the guitar, paints and draws and can 

even cut his own hair. You can usually find him working in the big 

greenhouse or the oyster culture rooms along with Ford Evans, Dave 

Jacobson, Umur and Ebru Onal. 

 

       

 Personnel Notes 

John Chapman spoke recently at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology on climate and global patterns of introduced species, in which 

he pointed out that our West Coast climate is most hospitable for 

introduced species. 

 

 
      

 

 

   

 Congratulations to John and RonnieVostinak on the birth of their first 

child, a boy, Chase Taylor Vostinak! Tyler weighed in at 10 pounds 11 

ounces (ouch!) and 23 inches. John is our newest maintenance worker. 

 

       

 


