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Scientists gather to  explore 
ecological  impacts of wave energy

Over 50 scien-
tists gathered at the 
HMSC on October 
11-12 to partici-
pate in a workshop 
examining potential 
ecological impacts 
of wave energy de-
velopment in coastal 
waters of the Pacific 
Northwest.  

With various 
competing wave en-
ergy technologies being readied for ocean 
testing and deployment, including the elec-
tromagnetic direct drive energy conversion 
technology developed by researchers in 
OSU’s College of Engineering, at least a 
dozen wave energy projects have already 
been proposed for the west coast of the 
United States.  

Eight of those are in Oregon’s coastal 
waters, prompting questions from policy 

makers, resource 
managers and 
the public about 
how the marine 
environment may 
be impacted as 
the wave energy 
industry and its 
operations de-
velop.

The October 
workshop aimed 
to begin answering 

those questions by developing an initial as-
sessment of the potential impacting agents, 
and a general conceptual framework of 
physical and biological relationships that 
can be applied to evaluate specific wave 
energy projects. 

“Right now, the wave energy technol-
ogy is ahead of the related ecological 
research,” said George Boehlert, director 
of the HMSC and a member of the steering 

Katelyn Cassidy, a graduate student at 
HMSC pursuing a Master’s in Fisher-
ies and Wildlife, took home the 1st place 
award for graduate student posters at 
the recent international meeting of the 
Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation 
meeting in Providence, Rhode Island in 
November.  Her poster was entitled “Age 
Determination and Assessment of Neotry-
paea californiensis Using Extractable 
Lipofuscin as an Age Biomarker”.  One of 
her advisors at HMSC, Brett Dumbauld, 
reports: “I’m sure there were well over 
100 grad student poster presenters and she 
received a cash reward of $500.  Great 
accomplishment!”

Student poster earns top 
honors at CERF Meeting

continued on page 2

HMSC holiday party
set for Wednesday, 
December 12

OMSI “Science Pub” hosts 
Bill Hanshumaker as guest 
speaker at Portland event
HMSC looks to bring Science Pub 
concept to Newport

What does it cost to charter a Rus-
sian ice-breaker? How do you keep 
camera batteries charged in frigid 
antarctic temperatures?
       Portland-area science buffs 
heard the answers to these and other 
questions from Bill Hanshumaker, 
Sea Grant Extension’s public marine 
educator, at a November 26 “Sci-
ence Pub” gathering at the Bridge-
port Brewpub and Bakery in NW 
Portland, sponsored by the Oregon 
Museum of Science and Industry 
(OMSI).  Hanshumaker presented 
an informal talk, with slides, about 
his experiences as a member of the 
“Sounds from the Southern Ocean” 
Antarctic research expeditions in 
2005 and 2006.

       Promoted as an opportunity to 
learn and interact with scientists in 
a more relaxed atmosphere than the 
traditional auditorium lecture, the 
“Science Pub” concept started pop-
ping up in North American cities a 
few years ago, inspired by the “Café 
Scientifique” movement first seen in 
England nearly a decade ago.  The 
HMSC is in discussion with Rogue 
Ales about hosting similar events in 
Newport, featuring HMSC re-
searchers and visiting 
scientists,  in an effort 
to make science topics 
more accessible and 
appealing to a wider 
audience.

It’s the HMSC’s annual end-of-year gathering and 
opportunity to recognize a few folks for their contri-
butions during the past year.

Format will be the same as in the past:  pot luck 
appetizers, finger foods, and dessert, with HMSC 
providing the  the “primary protein” entrées — carved 
ham, smoked salmon, peeled shrimp, holiday punch, 
and coffee/tea. 

Bring your pot luck items to the HMSC staff 
lounge any time after 3:30pm and remember to tape 

4:30pm -7pm in    
the Visitor Center

continued on page 2
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committee that planned the workshop. 
“It is important to begin addressing these 
questions because the potential benefits 
from a clean, renewable energy source 
like ocean waves are enormous.”

Working in small groups, the scien-
tists considered individual and cumula-
tive effects of “stressors” from wave 
energy facilities (i.e. energy absorbing 
structures, chemical effects, electromag-
netic effects, acoustics, new hard struc-
tures and lighting) on “receptors” such as 
the physical environment, pelagic habitat, 
benthic habitat, fish, seabirds, and marine 
mammals. Participants identified the level 
of scientific agreement or uncertainty that 
exists about these interactions and dis-
cussed monitoring or mitigation measures 
that could be employed to help minimize 
effects.

Among the other questions posed by      
researchers:

• Will the size of wave energy parks 
affect local water circulation and currents, 
as well as the migration of crab, salmon 
and whales?

• Will the noise from the buoys 
have an impact on marine crea-
tures depending on acoustics, from 
herring to whales?

• What impact, if any, will 
energy parks have on species that 
use electromagnetic field sensing 
for orientation or feeding, includ-
ing salmon, crab, sturgeon, sharks 
and rays?

• Can the buoys and moor-
ing lines be constructed to avoid 
entanglement of seabirds above 
the surface, and turtles, whales and other 
creatures underwater?

“It’s important to note that the 
scientists are not taking a stand ‘for’ or 
‘against’ wave energy development,” 
Boehlert pointed out. “As ecologists, 
we strive for better understanding of the 
potential impacts of change, whether they 
are human-induced or natural.”

Information from the workshop 
breakout sessions is currently being 
synthesized, and a full report on the 
scientists’ initial analysis of ecological 

challenges relating to wave energy will be 
available early in 2008.

In addition to OSU-HMSC, coor-
dination and support for the workshop 
was provided by the Communica-
tion Partnership for Science and the 
Sea (COMPASS), Minerals Manage-
ment Service, NOAA-NMFS, Oregon 
Department of Land Conservation 
and Development, Oregon Shores 
Conservation Coalition, and Oregon 
Wave Energy Trust.   More informa-
tion about the workshop is available at:                                                             
http://hmsc.oregonstate.edu/waveenergy.

Wave energy workshop (continued from front page)

(continued from front page)

your name onto your serving dish & utensils to avoid los-
ing them!

Don’t forget, the Hatfield Students Organization will 
be holding their annual raffle, with great prizes.

Holiday party and charity drive

The “Giving Octopus”
Once again, the HMSC, Lincoln County Food Share and the 
Salvation Army are joining together to help children and senior 
citizens this holiday season have a merrier day. 
There are 20 “Holiday Angel Tags” to choose from on the 
HMSC “Giving Octopus” in the Staff Lounge. If you are 
interested in making this Holiday Season a little brighter for 
someone, please follow the steps below:
 
#1.  Remove the bottom portion of the tag. This lists the info 
you need to purchase a gift for the person
 
#2.  Return the unwrapped gifts in a bag and put into one of 
the big gift boxes next to the “Giving Octopus”.   The gifts 
should NOT be wrapped, but you may donate wrapping sup-
plies separately if you wish.  
 
#3.  Please staple your bottom tag to the bag containing the 
gifts.  
 
We are asking that all gifts be returned to the Staff Lounge by 
noon on December 14th.   It’s helpful to include receipts.  

Questions?  Ask Marisa Litz (HsO) or Candace Rogers (in the 
HMSC Director’s Office)



Academic Program News 

For the first time in many years, the 
HMSC will be offering a course during the 
winter term.  “Introduction to Marine Life 
in the Sea” is billed as an interdisciplinary 
weekend experiential course combining lec-
tures, wet labs and hands-on field experience 
to study marine organisms and habitats on 
the Oregon coast.  

Geared towards 1st and 2nd year under-
graduates, non-science and potential science 
majors, the one-credit course provides an 
introduction to the interdisciplinary nature of 
marine science, and just a taste of what the 

HMSC has to offer students who decide to 
pursue marine science as a field of study.    

The BI/FW 199 course takes place at 
HMSC over the weekend of February 16-17, 
with transportation, housing, and a Saturday 
night dinner provided.  There is also a first 
class meeting on the main campus in Corval-
lis on February 11th.  

Students may register for the course at: 
http://catalog.oregonstate.edu    For more 
information, please send an email to hmsca-
cademic@oregonstate.edu

Winter term at HMSC to offer a “taste” of marine 
science during weekend experiential course

Building community at HMSC:  HsO steps up

Fisheries and Wildlife students complete fall term
The recently completed Fall term at 

HMSC featured a suite of 400/500-level 
split-level (undergrad/grad) Fisheries and 
Wildlife courses with additional laboratory 
or primary literature discussions for gradu-

ate students.  Among the courses offered 
this year were Group Problem Solving, 
Fishery Biology, Early Life History of 
Fishes, Ecology and Management of 
Marine Fishes, Coastal Genetics and Con-
servation, Whales and Whaling, a Stock 
Assessment seminar, and the one-credit 
HMSC seminar.

Students taking  the 5-credit Coastal 
Ecology and Resource Management 
(CERM) course (FW426/526) began the 
term with a week-long intensive field, 
lab, and lecture series taught by a team 
of faculty and agency scientists, followed 
by weekly seminars, discussions and 
field trips. Students learned basic biologi-

cal, chemical, and physical processes of 
coastal habitats, and some of the issues 
associated with human use of coastal 
resources, finishing up with a poster ses-
sion highlighting research projects they 
completed during the term. 
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The Hatfield Student Organization 
(HsO) coordinates a variety of activities 
during the year to promote interactions 
between graduate students and increase op-
portunities for professional development.  
The students have introduced several new 
ideas over the past year, and have greatly 
contributed to the overall sense of commu-
nity at HMSC. 

A  new tradition initiat-
ed by the graduate students 
this year is the weekly com-
munity coffee hour, held 
every Wednesday at 10AM 
in the HMSC Staff lounge.  
The students (and others) 
provide coffee and donuts 
to promote conversation and 
interaction between faculty, 
staff, and students.  Just 
bring your own mug, and of 

course, donations are always gladly ac-
cepted.

Most recently, the students launched 
the HsO Reading Group, which meets 
every Tuesday during the academic term at 
5pm at the Rogue in South Beach for a pint 
and to discuss something interesting from 
the scientific literature.  Each week’s 
selected reading is posted in advance on 

the HsO webpage at http://hmsc.oregon-
state.edu/HsO/ReadingGroup.htm

Congratulations to HsO officers Mat-
tias Johansson, Becca Baldwin, Katelyn 
Cassidy, Marisa Litz,  and all the students 
who have helped keep the group going 
strong this past year! 

Last spring, the HsO invited students from the Oregon 
Institute of Marine Biology in Charleston for a get-
together at HMSC to compare research, socialize, and 
play kickball.  It was the first of what is hoped to be an 
annual “scholars exchange” between OIMB and HMSC. 

HsO’s introduction of the Wednesday morning coffee break (with 
donuts!) is well on its way to becoming an established tradition.



Sea Grant and Marine Education News 

Exhibits in the Visitor Center are 
constantly being updated and improved, 
particularly those displays that house living 
organisms.  Monitoring the animals for 
diseases or other signs of stress is the job 
of HMSC’s aquarists and Visitor Center 
volunteers, who keep an eye on human 
interactions and help flag changes and 
prevent potential problems.   

Recent postings to the “VC Clipboard” 
offer a hint of just how much is going on 
week to week in the Visitor Center, as 
reported by...  

Kath Fuller, Visitor Center Volunteer 
Coordinator:
“Jimmy the Giant Pacific Octopus has 
become Jimmie. I've made her a new name 
tag. She's been very agreeable to interacting 
with the public lately. Yesterday we gave her 
a small piece of  fish inside a plastic Easter 
egg, which she quickly opened (the egg, not 
the fish!) and ate. Next week she graduates 
to the peanut butter jar!”

Bill Hanshumaker, Marine Education 
Specialist:
“There is a new display in the Visitors 
Center for people to enjoy.  Look under the 
angled mirror in the Demonstration area. 
The green sea turtle skeleton that one of  
our summer interns (Thanks, Jesse!) cleaned 
and articulated is mounted vertically so that 
visitors can open the plastron to reveal the 
inside skeleton. Try it out yourself  and dis-
cover the surprising location of  the turtle's 
ribs and vertebrate column.

Great news! Two major exhibits have been 

successfully renovated. Look for Patterns of  
Sound in the Pattern Garden (next to the 
glass Sound Tubes).   Pick up the handset, 
select a button, and you will both see and 
hear sounds  from whales, seals, earthquakes, 
or ice. Check it out the next time you're 
in the Visitor Center.   A big ‘Thank you’ 
goes out to John Sherman, who funded this 
renovation.

The rollers for the pull-out panels in the 
exhibit Sensing the Sea have been replaced. 
This exhibit is located at the end of  the 
herring tank and demonstrates the relation-
ship between Oregon's continental shelf, 
sea surface temperature, plankton and fish 
concentrations.  Special thanks to Steve 
Brown and Bernard Cooperstein for making 
this happen.”

Dennis Glaze, Curator of Animal 
Husbandry/Aquatic Animal Health and 
Husbandry Specialist:

“Miss ‘Piggy’ female rock greenling has 
made a triumphant return to the Eye Level 
tank. Good luck feeders getting food to 
the other inhabitants. Also concerning Eye 
Level, the female wolf  eel’s apparent bite 
wound has healed well.

 Over in the Birds Eye tank, Paul has added 
a second china rockfish, transferred out the 
male kelp greenling and transferred in female 
kelp greenlings to the system. 

Two gumboot chitons have made their pre-
miere appearance in the two middle touch 
pools

The six-rack system is looking splendid as 
Paul continues his cleaning vigil and addi-
tion of  interesting critters. We have quite a 
display of  anemones and sponges amongst 
the vertebrates.

The two halibut we transferred from Global 
to the NOAA tank are doing fine as well are 
the herring left behind in Global. I could be 
wrong, but if  you sneak up on Global, you 
may just catch a few herring actually taunting 
the halibut in their new habitat.

Micro A tank now has a nice selection of  
pipefish 
and one 
tube 
snout. 
Paul as-
sures me 
that they 
are eating 
and doing 
well.

Have you 
checked 
out Chris-
sie’s oyster 
exhibit? 
Very nice!

Note: The Visitor Center is open on 
its fall-winter schedule, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Thursday through Monday 
(closed Tuesday and Wednesday), 
except during Whale Watch Week, 
when we’re open daily.  Closed 
Christmas day and New Year’s Day.

What’s new in the Visitor Center?

Winter Whale Watch Week  is Dec. 26-Jan. 1
The visitor center will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily during Whale 
Watch Week. Stop by during your whale-watching trip to warm up and 
learn more about gray whales and their migration!
Scheduled activities include:

    * Daily marine mammal class - 1:30-2:30 p.m., Hennings Auditorium.
    * Whale Tales/Storytelling with Barb Kellay, daily at 2:30 p.m., in the   
       Resource Room.
    * Gray Whale calf skull preparation and articulation demonstration 
       from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
    * Daily updates on migrating gray whales will be posted on the Information Board.
    * Marine Mammal videos will be shown all day in the Auditorium
    * Special marine mammal displays and exhibits are featured throughout the Center

Looking ahead:     Flotsam Fest on Jan. 12, 2008
Learn about the fascinating things - natural and otherwise - that wash up on Oregon’s beaches.

One of the 
two new 
tiger rockfish  
donated 
by Oregon 
Coast Aquar-
ium peeks 
out from the 
kelp in his 
new home 
in the Bird’s 
Eye tank.
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When was the last time you peered down into the drains of 

the HMSC parking lots?  What kind of plants can be found on the 
estuary trail?  On your next sunny lunch hour, grab a coworker 
and head out to find your “sense of place” at HMSC with a Quest.

Oregon Coast Quests is a place-based education program, 
wherein participants are invited to explore outdoor publicly-
accessible locations in Lincoln 
County.  Questers follow direc-
tions and maps to find the clues 
hidden there (usually letters of 
the alphabet) and then ultimately 
find a hidden Quest Box.  Once 
you have found the box, you can 
sign the guest book, mark your 
book with an imprint from the 
special stamp, and read addi-
tional information about the site.  
Then the contents are returned to 
the box and the box placed back 
in its hiding spot for the next 
person to find.  Questers keep 
the location of the clues and box 
a secret so everyone can enjoy 
the fun!

Last spring, Oregon Sea Grant formed the “Oregon Coast 
Quests” program, and their first book containing self-guided clue-
directed hunts was published last summer.  Two of the Quests are 
located here at the Hatfield Marine Science Center:  the Yaquina 
Estuary Quest (available in English and Spanish) and the HMSC 
Sustainability Quest.  

The Yaquina Estuary Quest shows off one of our local “trea-
sures”… the Yaquina Bay estuary.  It begins at the entrance to the 
public wing, and extends the length of the HMSC estuary nature 
trail.  The Quest will take adults about one hour to complete, and 
perhaps a little longer for young families.  Along the way, the 
Quest gives information about estuarine habitats, poses questions 

for you to ponder, directs you to take notice of your surroundings, 
and helps you find the clues that will lead you to the hidden box.  
So far, over 100 tourists, residents, students and HMSC employ-
ees have found the Yaquina Estuary Quest Box!

Quests can be a great way to focus attention not only on a 
special place, but also on a local issue.  The HMSC Sustainabil-

ity Quest was designed to 
introduce the public to the 
concept of “sustainability”, 
and to show some ways that 
HMSC is trying to become 
more sustainable.  It only 
takes about 30 minutes to 
complete, and the rewards 
are great.  Those who com-
plete the HMSC Sustain-
ability Quest will find out 
how the plants near the Guin 
library are watered, how 
much energy is generated by 
the solar panels outside the 
public wing, and why some 
drains wear “diapers”.   So 

far more than 75 people have 
found the Quest Box, and you could be next!

The directions for both HMSC Quests and six other Quests 
in Lincoln County can be found in the first edition of the Or-
egon Coast Quests Book.  The book is for sale for only $3.00 
at the HMSC Visitors Center Bookstore, as well as a variety of 
other bookstores and gift shops in the county.  Over the winter, 
Oregon Coast Quests will be helping community groups build 
more Quests that highlight the “treasures” of the Oregon Coast.  
For more information about Oregon Coast Quests and upcoming 
Quest-Building Workshops, visit our website at www.seagrant.
oregonstate.edu/freechoice/OregonCoastQuests.html or contact 
coordinator Cait Goodwin at cait.goodwin@oregonstate.edu.  

Quest HMSC

Cliff Ryer demonstrates how “questing” can be good exercise, too!

News and Announcements

Oregon’s rocky shorelines were the 
focus of a December 7-8 conference, spon-
sored by CoastWatch -- a project of the Or-

egon Shores Con-
servation Coalition 

through which volunteers adopt one-mile 
segments of the shore. The meeting at Lane 
Community College’s branch in Florence 
was open to the public and featured several 
speakers from HMSC.  

A Friday afternoon pre-conference 
workshop on ocean issues led by by Oregon 
Shores’ Ocean Program director Robin 
Hartmann included a briefing on marine 

CoastWatch conference features speakers from HMSC 

continued on next page

Hungry for lunch at HMSC?
 
Try out the “Snack Shack” for delicious Thai/Asian food
(van parked on shoulder of access road on west side of Guin Library)
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:30am to 2:00pm 
(or longer if there is demand)
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News and Announcements

The schedule of course offerings for 
the Fall 2008 HMSC term is currently 
being prepared.  Apart from Fisheries 
and Wildlife courses that are routinely 
offered during the Fall term, there is an 
opportunity for faculty affiliated with an 
OSU academic program to offer a "Spe-

cial Topics" course of potential interest 
to FW or MRM students.  In the past, 
we have had 1-2 credit "Special Topics" 
courses on Marine Birds, the West Coast 
Rockfish Crisis and other subjects.   

Please contact Chris Langdon if you 
are interested in offering a course.

Interested in offering a “special topics” 
course at HMSC in Fall 2008?

At least a dozen researchers from HMSC 
were in Victoria, Canada for the North Pacific 
Marine Science Organization (PICES) Six-
teenth Annual Meeting from October 26 to 
November 5.   

In addition to the 
scientific sessions 
and workshops 
on topics such as 
ecosystem-based 
management and 
climate change 
impacts on fisher-
ies, conference at-
tendees managed 
to find time to 
celebrate Hallow-
een and engage in 
the ancient sport 
of curling, appar-
ently on the same 
night!   A popular 
sport in Canada, 
curling is played 
on a rectangular 
sheet of carefully 
prepared ice by 
two teams of four 

HMSC “well represented” at PICES meeting

The recurring hypoxia on the Oregon 
shelf that has appeared during the sum-
mer season in recent years is a topic of 
continued interest to both researchers and 
the general public.  Francis Chan, a marine 
ecologist with the Partnership for Interdis-
ciplinary Studies of Coastal Oceans (PIS-
CO) and member of the Zoology faculty 
at OSU, will be at HMSC in December to 
address this topic in a science seminar and 
a public talk.

“A number of ongoing research efforts 
by OSU, ODFW and NOAA scientists 
have enhanced our understanding of the 
factors that drive the risk and intensity of 
hypoxia events as well as their impacts 
on marine fish and invertebrate commu-
nities,” says Chan, who will present the 
historical context for hypoxia observations 
on the Oregon coasts as well as an update 
on the seasonal evolution of hypoxia and 
its impacts in 2007 during his seminar on 
December 6th.  

The public lecture, scheduled for 
3:30pm on Saturday, December 8th in the 
Hennings Auditorium, will provide a more 
general explanation of how such low oxy-
gen zones come about and what impacts 
they can have on coastal marine life.

PISCO maintains a web page with 
“frequently asked questions” and updates 
on the hypoxia events in Oregon’s coastal 
waters, accessible at: http://oregonstate.
edu/dept/ncs/newsarch/2007/Jul07/hy-
poxia2007.pdf

The low down on low oxygen levels in Oregon’s nearshore ocean

Bill Peterson (top) and Jenni-
fer Menkel show they know how 
to have fun at a science meeting.

The motley OSU/HMSC curling team.  Below, George 
Boehlert and Mary Peterson.’face off’ (or something).

players each, using brooms to slide heavy, 
polished granite stones down the ice towards 
the target area called “the house”.

reserves and wave energy development 
and a discussion on ways in which 
citizens can get involved in public deci-
sions on these matters. 

Saturday’s conference was aimed at 
providing CoastWatcher volunteers and 
other interested citizens with a quick 
but thorough education in rocky shore 
natural history,  covering the science 
and conservation of tidepools and other 
rocky shore areas. 

Presenters from HMSC included 
Sea Grant marine educator Athena 
Crichton, who offered a basic introduc-
tion to tidepool ecology, and Gayle 
Hansen, a plant biologist based at the 
EPA’s Pacific Coastal Ecology Branch, 
on recognizing the seaweeds of the 
Oregon shoreline.  Shawn Rowe, a ma-
rine education specialist with Oregon 
Sea Grant Extension, provided tips on 
“interpretation”—providing natural 
history information to the public while 
discouraging behavior that damages 
tidepools and their inhabitants.  

Other speakers included State Parks 
archaeologist Nancy Nelson, on pre-
serving Native American cultural sites 
found on the shoreline, and Jan Hod-
der, associate professor at the Oregon 
Institute of Marine Biology, addressed 
protecting seabirds from disturbance.   
Laurel Hillmann, coastal resource 
planner for the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department, wrapped up 
with a discussion of her department’s 
current planning process for Oregon’s 
rocky intertidal areas, and how citizens 
can get involved in both monitoring 
and in decisions about protecting these 
resources.

The conference was funded by the 
Eugene REI store along with Oregon 
Shores, in cooperation with Lane Com-
munity College at Florence.  

CoastWatch  
(continued from previous page )
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Seeing art
“Sea Art: An Artistic Journey Through 
the Hatfield Marine Science Center” is a 
multi-media exhibit now on display at the 
Guin Library through Jan. 31, 2008. The 
exhibit features macro photography by 
Donna McCoy and an exploration of the 
“art of seeing” by writer Julie Howard.  In 
her second exhibit at Guin Library, McCoy 
this time focuses solely on the marine life 
available at the Marine Science Center, 
capturing sights that might otherwise go 
unseen, offering angles that might other-
wise be missed, and introducing an essence 
otherwise invisible.  “The art is already 
there,” says McCoy, who energetically 
illustrates her point through color, texture, 
pattern, and personality.

Howard adds words - her own and those 
of others - to McCoy’s visual “Sea Art” 
to help create a multi-media explora-
tion of the power inherent in the “art of 
seeing.”

“We have a choice as to where we direct 
our attention, which ultimately shapes 
what we see,” Howard said. “There’s 
plenty of room for a blending of science, 
art, philosophy, spirituality - all angles 
are valid contexts and venues for presen-
tation and contemplation.”

The “Sea Art” exhibit can be viewed at 
the Guin library and is open to the public 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays only, 
through Jan. 31. For more information, call 
the Guin Library at 867-0249.

Discovering art at HMSC is the emphasis of a 
new multi-media exhibit on display in the Guin 
Library, through January.

More News You Can Use
It’s that time of year again.  For those of you heading to/from the valley on high-
way 20, this hard-to-find via google web site gives the temperature on the Cline 
Hill summit, one of the first places to freeze  (and the highest point on that drive).
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mesowest/frame.php?map=pqr
Thanks to Arlene Merems and Todd Sandell for the tip.

Here is an easy way to stop unwanted 
catalogs from coming to your home, pre-
serve the forests, save petroleum and slow 
down global warming.

In 2005 a total of 70,000,000,000 (bil-
lion) catalogs were mailed to American 
homes.  This equates to 60 catalogs per 
every person including babies.

Most of this paper comes from the 
great Boreal Forest in northwest Canada. 
This industry is driving the destruction of 
this forest.  When you receive an un-
wanted catalog and either throw it away 
or recycle it (hopefully) they just send you 
more.

There is a new website that you can 
go to remove your name from the mailing 
list of any/all catalogs you do not want. 
By doing this you will participate in sav-
ing trees from being uselessly being cut 
down.

Additionally, you will save a lot of 
petroleum from being uselessly burned up 
into the atmosphere.

Please take the time to go to this web-
site to select and stop the catalogs you do 
not want from being sent to you.

http://www.catalogchoice.org

Green tip

The HMSC Sustainability Commit-
tee is soliciting suggestions for guest 
speakers or topics to feature at brown 
bag lunch gatherings to be held on a bi-
monthly basis throughout the year.

About 30 people attended the first 
brown bag lunch gathering on November 
29th, which featured guest speaker  Rob-
ert van Creveld of Edgewater NW, a Lin-
coln County based consultant on water 
and energy conserving technologies who 
has extensive knowledge and experience 
with small scale renewable energy sys-
tems.  The speaker addressed the basics 
of energy conservation at home, assess-
ing their cost/benefit potential for several 
wind and solar energy systems that could 
be installed at a residential location. 

To suggest a speaker or topic, please 
contact Ken Hall at 867-0234 or by 
email: ken.hall@oregonstate.edu

Sustainability committee 
launches brown bag lunch 
speaker series

Lincoln County Transit and Corvallis 
Dial-A-Bus recently started a shuttle ser-
vice between Newport and Corvallis. Rides 
are available Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day, with morning departures from New-
port City Hall at 7:45 a.m. and afternoon 

departures at 4 p.m. in both directions.    
The cost is $7 one-way. Preference is 

given to seniors and disabled, but any-
one may ride if seats are available.    Call 
Lincoln County Transit (265-4900) for 
reservations and information.

Eastbound nd westbound buses meet 
at Burnt Woods, where 
passengers transfer buses 
to continue their journey 
in one direction.

Newport-Corvallis shuttle now available
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Lisa Petrauskas is a Faculty 
Research Assistant in the Pinniped 
Ecology Applied Research Labora-
tory of the Marine Mammal Institute.  
Before coming to Newport, Lisa 
spent over 5 years in Alaska, living, 
working, and pursuing a Master of 
Science degree in Marine Biology 
from the University of Alaska, Fair-
banks.  She worked in the endocri-
nology lab the Alaska Sea Life Center in Seward after finishing 

her Master’s, and eventually followed her 
graduate co-advisor Markus Horning to 

the HMSC.
Lisa is interested in studying stress hormones in marine mam-

mals, especially sea lions, and how the hormones are related to 
various rehabilitation and research procedures.  She says she also 
enjoys helping the MMI’s stranding coordinator, Jim Rice, per-
form necropsies of stranded marine mammals along the Oregon 
coastline.

Born in Mountain View, California, and raised in Soquel, 
Lisa went to college close to home, earning her B.S. in Aquatic 
Biology at UC Santa Cruz.  She is a proud San Francisco 49ers 
fan (no surprise there), and evidently also enjoys NASCAR.  She 
loves to cook, read, watch tv and movies, and says she is trying to 
develop a green thumb in the garden.  

Lisa likes living in Newport very much, but was not as thrilled 

Recent HMSC & Astoria articles from Web of Science
Seasonal occurrence of North Atlantic right whale (Eubalaena glacialis)
vocalizations at two sites on the Scotian Shelf
Mellinger, David K.; Nieukirk, Sharon L.; Matsumoto, Haru; Heimlich,
Sara L.; Dziak, Robert P.; Haxel, Joe; Fowler, Matt; Meinig, Christian;
Miller, Hendrick V.
MARINE MAMMAL SCIENCE 23 (4): 856-867 OCT 2007

Comparative habitat associations in juvenile Pacific cod and other
gadids using seines, baited cameras and laboratory techniques
Laurel, J.; Stoner, A. W.; Ryer, C. H.; Hurst, T. P.; Abookire, A. A.
JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL MARINE BIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY 351 (1-2): 
42-55  NOV 23 2007

Diel changes in behaviour and habitat use by age-0 Atlantic cod (Gadus
morhua L.) in the laboratory and field
Anderson, J. L.; Laurel, B. J.; Brown, J. A.
JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL MARINE BIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY 351 (1-2): 
267-275  NOV 23 2007

Physiological and behavioral response to intra-abdominal transmitter
implantation in Steller sea lions
Mellish, Jo-Ann; Thomton, Jamie; Horning, Markus
JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL MARINE BIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY 351 (1-2): 
283-293  NOV 23 2007

Relationships between diatoms and environmental variables in wetlands in
the Willamette Valley, Oregon, USA
Weilhoefer, Christine L.; Pan, Yangdong
WETLANDS 27 (3): 668-682 SEP 2007

Importance of eelgrass early life history stages in response to oyster aquaculture 
disturbance
Wisehart, Lorena M.; Dumbauld, Brett R.; Ruesink, Jennifer L.; Hacker, Sally D.
MARINE ECOLOGY-PROGRESS SERIES 344: 71-80 2007

Seamount morphology in the Bowie and Cobb hot spot trails, Gulf of Alaska
Chaytor, Jason D.; Keller, Randall A.; Duncan, Robert A.; Dziak, Robert P.
GEOCHEMISTRY GEOPHYSICS GEOSYSTEMS 8: Art. No. Q09016 SEP 29 2007

The effects of processing methods and storage on cadmium levels in Pacific oys-
ters (Crassostrea gigas)
Rasmussen, Rosalee S.; Morrissey, Michael T.
JOURNAL OF AQUATIC FOOD PRODUCT TECHNOLOGY 16 (3): 3-17 2007

The effects of processing methods and storage on cadmium levels in Pacific oys-
ters (Crassostrea gigas)
Rasmussen, Rosalee S.; Morrissey, Michael T.
FLUCTUATION AND NOISE LETTERS 7 (3): 3-17 SEP 2007

Complex microparticles for delivery of low-molecular weight, water-soluble nutrients 
and pharmaceuticals to marine fish larvae
Langdon, Chris; Clack, Brendan; Onal, Urnur
AQUACULTURE 268 (1-4): 143-148 Sp. Iss. SI AUG 22 2007

Evaluation of video technology for monitoring of multispecies longline catches
Ames, Robert T.; Leaman, Bruce M.; Ames, Kelly L.
NORTH AMERICAN JOURNAL OF FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 27 (3): 955-964 
AUG 2007

Long-term laboratory observations of Euphausia pacifica fecundity: comparison of two 
geographic regions
Feinberg, Leah R.; Shaw, C. Tracy; Peterson, William T.
MARINE ECOLOGY-PROGRESS SERIES 341: 141-152 2007
The fine structure of the phoront of Gymnodinioides pacifica, a ciliated protozoan 
(Ciliophora, Apostomatida) from euphausiids of the Northeastern Pacific
Landers, Stephen C.; Gomez-Gutierrez, Jaime; Peterson, William T.
EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF PROTISTOLOGY 43 (3): 239-249 AUG 2007

Characterization of acid-soluble collagen from Alaska pollock surimi processing by-
products (refiner discharge)
Park, Chan Ho; Lee, Jae Hyoung; Kang, Kyung The; Park, Jae W.; Kim, Jin-Soo
FOOD SCIENCE AND BIOTECHNOLOGY 16 (4): 549-556 AUG 2007

A non-steady state diagenetic model for changes in sediment biogeochemistry in 
response to seasonally hypoxic/anoxic conditions in the “dead zone” of the Louisiana 
shelf
Morse, John W.; Eldridge, Peter M.
MARINE CHEMISTRY 106 (1-2): 239-255 JUL 2007

Diel variation in vertical distribution of an offshore ichthyoplankton community off the 
Oregon coast
Auth, Toby D.; Brocleur, Richard D.; Fisher, Kathleen M.
FISHERY BULLETIN 105 (3): 313-326 JUL 2007

Changes in biochemical and hemocyte parameters of the pacific oysters Crassostrea 
gigas fed T-Iso supplemented with lipid emulsions rich in eicosapentaenoic acid
Delaporte, Maryse; Chu, Fu-Lin; Langdon, Chris; Moal, Jeanne; Lambert, Christophe; 
Samain, Jean-Francois; Soudant, Philippe
JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL MARINE BIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY 343 (2): 
261-275 MAY  15 2007

Assessment of harbor seal predation on adult salmonids in a Pacific Northwest estu-
ary
Wright, Bryan E.; Riemer, Susan D.; Brown, Robin F.; Ougzin, Aicha M.; Bucklin, 
Katherine A.
ECOLOGICAL APPLICATIONS 17 (2): 338-351 MAR 2007

Taxonomic status of the genus Sotalia: Species level ranking for “tucuxi” (Sotaalia 
fluviatilis) and “costero” (Sotalia guianensis) dolphins
Caballero, S.; Trujillo, F.; Vianna, J. A.; Barrios-Garrido, H.; Montiel, M. G.; Beltran-
Pedreros, S.; Marmontel, M.; Santos, M. C.; Rossi-Santos, M.; Santos, F. R.; Baker, 
C. S.
MARINE MAMMAL SCIENCE 23 (2): 358-386 APR 2007

Unusual fat Alaria found near Juneau, Alaska
Stekoll, M. S.; Hansen, G. I.
JOURNAL OF PHYCOLOGY 42: 39-39 124 Suppl. 1 APR 2006

Species and genera of the order laminariales from Russian Pacific coasts that are 
unfamiliar to western phycologists
Selivanova, O.; Zhigadlova, G.; Hansen, G. I.
JOURNAL OF PHYCOLOGY 42: 39-39 125 Suppl. 1 APR 2006

Molecular characterization of the “Cottonii” form of Fucus in the Northeastern Pacific 
versus the Atlantic
Serrao, E.; Vliet, M.; Hansen, G. I.; Maggs, C.; Pearson, G.
JOURNAL OF PHYCOLOGY 42: 39-40 126 Suppl. 1 APR 2006
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as everyone else with the surprise snowfall we had last winter.    
“I thought I moved AWAY from that,” she says, though admitting 
it was nothing compared to the coldest day she experienced in 
Alaska.  “It was 55 below zero -- it took 25 minutes to warm up 
my car and the tires were like squares!”  No worry of that hap-
pening here, Lisa! 

Renee Gibb is a 
graduate student (Fisher-
ies and Wildlife) working 
in Scott Baker’s cetacean 
genetics lab while taking 
classes and working on her 
thesis.  Born and raised in 
Portland, Renee attended 
Pacific University in Forest 
Grove, earning a Bachelor 
of Science in Biochemistry and a Masters in Science Education.   
Before coming to the HMSC, she worked as a high school biol-
ogy and chemistry teacher for 9 years, and in an environmental 
chemistry lab before that. 

“I always wanted to work with cetaceans, but its a hard field 
to break into,” says Renee.  “I guess it  

took me this long to figure out how to do it.” 
In 2005 and 2007 Renee got the chance to do some field 

work with a marine biologist in French Polynesia taking biopsy 
samples of humpback whales. Currently she is doing mixed stock 
analysis using mtDNA and microsatellites in Scott Baker’s lab 
to improve understanding of the humpback whale distribution in 
their breeding grounds in the South Pacific and in their feeding 
grounds around Antarctica.  

Renee loves travel and outdoor activities, from hiking and 
mountain biking to scuba diving.  She competes in triathlons and 
marathons, but acknowledges she’ll have less time for train-
ing  now that she is back in grad school.  Renee wasn’t sure if 
she would like living at the coast because of the weather, but has 
found it a relatively easy adjustment.  “I love Newport, and the 
beach is great,” she says.  “HMSC is nice because it’s so small 
and everyone is very friendly.”  Still, with her husband, dog and 
cat back in Portland, she is hoping she can convince them to join 
her here.

Matt Hawkyard 
is a graduate student at 
HMSC, pursuing his 
Masters in Fisheries 
Science.   Originally 
from Roseville, CA (near 
Sacramento), Matt was 
first introduced to the 
Hatfield Marine Science 
Center as a summer hire 
at EPA’s Coastal Ecology 
Lab. He also took classes 
at HMSC as an undergraduate and worked for OSU on his way to 
earning a B.S. in Fisheries and Wildlife with a specialty option in 
Marine Fisheries. 

“I have enjoyed all of my experiences and was happy to have 
the opportunity to return as a graduate research assistant in the 
Newport Aquaculture Lab working for Professor Langdon in lar-

val fish nutrition,” says Matt.  “Specifically, I will be attempting 
to optimize the performance of a microparticulate diet developed 
by professor Langdon and some of our  Norwegian colleagues 
called Wax Spray Beads. I’m interested to know if these beads 
can be used to deliver nutrients and/or antibiotics to  marine fish 
larvae.”

Matt has been one of the Teaching Assistants for the OSU 
Fisheries and Wildlife fall term classes at HMSC, helping out 
with  several courses but serving primarily as the TA for the 
Coastal Ecology and Resource Mangement course.

Impressions of Newport and HMSC so far?  “I love it here,” 
says Matt. “I’ve often heard that working with good people is 
more  important that what you do or where you do it, I’m happy 
to think that we have it all.”

Matt loves to surf, and not surprisingly, is a member of the 
Surfrider foundation.   He also enjoys snowboarding, skateboard-
ing, mountainbiking, SCUBA diving, brewing beer,  backpacking 
and fishing/crabbing.  He is engaged to Beth Wiley, a graduate 
student working on her degree in Environmental Sociology at 
OSU, and fellow surfer who is the volunteer coordinator for the 
Central Coast Chapter of the Surfrider foundation. “We’re going 
to tie the knot next summer. We’ll probably start with a puppy.”

Robyn Matteson is a 
second year biological ocean-
ography graduate student at 
OSU, working with Bruce 
Mate in the telemetry portion 
of the Marine Mammal Insti-
tute. She is currently pursuing 
a Master’s degree and hopes 
to continue through the PhD 
program in the College of 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences. Her research interests include 
how whale movements and behaviors relate to other physical 
and biological oceanographic processes, at both large and small 
spatial scales.

Robyn attended California Polytechnic University in her 
hometown of San Luis Obispo, California, earning a B.S. in Bio-
logical Sciences with a concentration in marine science.   After 
graduating, she worked in a research lab at Hopkins Marine Sta-
tion in Pacific Grove, studying primarily tuna behavior as part of 
the Tagging of Pacific Pelagics program.  She gained experience 
with Matlab coding, GIS applications, and some field work, but 
after two was ready to go back to school.

The attractiveness of the Pacific Northwest and the opportu-
nity to work at the MMI were part of what made Robyn choose 
OSU over other grad school offers.  “I liked the idea of being an 
oceanography student but working with a lab that has a strong 
fish and wildlife bent, because I wanted to integrate the two,” 
says Robyn.  “Having access to mentors from both sides seemed 
appealing.” 

Outside of school and work, Robyn enjoys painting, sculpture, 
and music.  She plays multiple instruments, including the viola, 
saxophone, clarinet, and piano, and is currently the viola section 
leader for the Promusica community orchestra in Corvallis. She 
also recently started a string quartet that meets a few times each 
month at her house to play jazz and bluegrass along with more 
traditional classical fare. 
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(continued)

Ron West retirement send-off
After numerous “attempts” to retire, Ron 
West finally got his well-deserved farewell 
party on September 28th.  Ron worked for 

many years on the HMSC Facilities mainte-
nance crew as a mechanic.  Congratulations, 
Ron!

New and Familiar Faces around HMSC

Kiril Chang-Gilhooly is not 
really a “new” face around 
HMSC, but he is certainly 
one of the youngest. Kiril 
started at the HMSC in 2005 
when he was only 15, work-
ing with Bob Dziak’s PMEL 
acoustics group building 
hydrophone preamplifier 
boards, clock boards, and 
processing data.  Since 
then, Kiril has worked in 

the NOAA fish behavior lab, and with Chris Langdon’s team in 
the Molluscan Broodstock Program, where he is now a full-time 
classified employee. 

Home-schooled since 3rd grade, Kiril started community 
college at 13, and did a lot of volunteering at the Oregon Coast 
Aquarium, both as an interpreter and as a husbandry volunteer 
in the fish and invertebrate department. He met Joe Haxel of 
the PMEL while attending a career day at the HMSC, and soon 
discovered that age was not a barrier for someone willing to work 
hard and learn new things.  Once at the HMSC, Kiril signed up 
for the OCCC introductory aquarium science class.  He loved 
it and decided to enroll in the program, which led to more great 
learning opportunities.

“I did a practicum in the Fish Behavior Lab with Paul Iseri,” 
says Kiril.  “There I learned how much I liked plumbing life sup-
port systems and I have used a lot of that experience in my work 
at the MBP.”

Kiril already more than halfway through the aquarium science 
degree, and plans to graduate June of next year.  Until then, he 
will be doing field work in Yaquina Bay and also bays in Wash-
ington where he will be collecting data on oysters, planting them 
out, cleaning them and doing check-ups, and bringing them back 
to do spawns.  In between the field work seasons, he helps main-
tain the hatchery here at Hatfield.

Outside of work, Kiril enjoys playing piano, which he has 

done since age five.  He lives with his parents and two brothers 
and has a pair of pet guinea pigs at home.  As for his future aspi-
rations, he says he would like to play piano and compose music 
as a career.  But for now he says, “it’s all about the oysters”.

Harry Tomson is one of 
Sea Grant’s marine educa-
tors, joining Fawn Custer 
and Athena Crichton in 
delivering marine educa-
tion classes to K-12 and 
public audiences. Retired 
from careers in education 
and mental health, Harry 
has been a volunteer at the 
HMSC since November of 
2006. 

After earning his under-
graduate degree in Biology 
with a Marine Emphasis, 
Harry returned to his alma 
mater about five years 
later to become certified in 
secondary education.  He 
had hoped to teach Marine Biology in a high school, but ended up 
teaching all sciences with only one Marine Science class for the 
first 4 years of teaching.

“My hobby has always been keeping marine aquaria, collect-
ing my own critters and designing my systems,” says Harry.  He 
currently owns and maintains 2 mini-reef aquariums, and keeps a 
blog with pictures and script of his progress. He is also a member 
of reefs.org.

Harry has provided fragments of both soft and hard corals to 
the HMSC Visitor Center; the most recent hard coral in the reef 
system at HMSC was grown in one of his reefs.

  Welcome, Harry!

Personnel News and Notes


