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HMSC Sustainability 
Quest
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Use this map of Hatfield Marine Science Center                    to help you solve the following Quest!
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Use this map of Hatfield Marine Science Center                    to help you solve the following Quest!
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In front of the Visitor Center
a patio lies outside.
Find panels facing skyward.
kilowatts they provide.

These panels demonstrate
that solar energy
is viable on the coast
though it’s not always sunny.

HMSC Sustainability Quest
Established: May 2007
Box Monitor: HMSC Sustainability Committee

Begin your Quest outside the entrance to the OSU Hatfield 
Marine Science Visitors Center. To get there from Newport, 
drive south on Hwy 101, cross the Yaquina Bay Bridge, get off at 
the first exit after the bridge, and follow the signs to HMSC. 

This Quest is located at the Hatfield Marine Science Center 
(HMSC) and highlights simple, sustainable practices. It is an 
easy, 30-minute walk on paved surfaces. Follow the directions 
and collect the clues to fill the numbered squares on page 
129. At the end of your journey, the word will lead you to the 
hidden Quest Box. When you find the box, please sign the log 
book and let us know what you thought of this Quest. Stamp 
your page as proof of your accomplishment, and then put the 
box back in its hiding place for the next person to find. Enjoy!

Question for the Curious:
On average, how much energy is 
generated by these solar panels?

The answer is in the Quest Box 
at the end of your journey!

Sustainability
“The ability to meet present 
needs without compromising 
those of future generations.”

Let’s go on a Quest
around HMSC;
we’ll have fun exploring
“sustainability.”

Through full-cost accounting,
future impacts we predict.
Can we meet both our needs
and the Earth’s, without conflict?
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Knowing Native Needles:
Sitka spruce — Each needle 
springs from a tiny, woody peg.

Shore pine — Has two long, 
twisty needles per bundle.

Look low here for your clue;
it’s framed by a square.
If you didn’t stop to look
you wouldn’t know it’s there.

Put the letter that you find
in square number 1.
When the squares are all filled,
your Quest will be done.

Walk southwest on the path
(follow the panels’ gaze)
past ODF&W’s
all-accessible maze.

Go south to the end of the lot.
Turn left and pass the garage.
See the rusty old dumpster,
peek inside to see garbage.

Our trash has to go somewhere.
Landfills have limited space.
When we reduce, reuse, and recycle,
this bin fills at a slower pace.

In the nearest planter pot
clue 2 waits prone for you.
Note the letter on the rock.
Replace it when you’re through.

Now examine carefully
the long, narrow drain in the lot.
A sausage-shaped bag is inside;
this boom is where oils are caught.

Without this extra protection 
— much to our dismay — 
oils from vehicles parked here
could contaminate the bay.

Follow the drain downstream,
past the library and grass space.
Notice the shells in the grass.
How did they get to this place?

A few are from gulls dropping clams,
hoping shells will crack far below.
But in fact, most came in the fill
dredged from the bay long ago.

We no longer fill in our wetlands.
They are critical habitat and more.
Now when the channel is dredged,
the fill is dumped way offshore.

At the corner a conifer stands.
It’s a nice and low-climbing tree.
I.D. it using the needles;
the third vowel in its name is clue 3.
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To develop sustainable landscapes,
it helps to use native plants.
They’re adapted to the conditions
and do well, given the chance. 

Head east to the building.
Check the map; it’s #953.
Turn right at the hydrant and stop.
Look toward the estuary.
 
How is the lawn at USFWS
different from others at HMSC?
Look left and then look right.
What differences do you see?
 
On the left, the plants are native.
Some grow long and lean.
The lawn on the right has been planted
with non-natives, shorter and green.
 
No chemicals are used on these lawns,
since they could “run off” the land.
We don’t want toxins in our water, 
so weeds must be pulled by hand.

Turn around and face to the north,
but before you leave this place,
put the first letter of the hydrant’s
color in the clue 4 space.

Cross the road to the long lot
where Faculty and Staff park.
Carefully find a drain
and look down into the dark.

Unlike the drain to the bay, 
these lead to the city sewer.
The black “diaper” lining inside
traps oils to make problems fewer.

Note the shape of the grate.
Say the word that comes to mind.
The last letter of this word
is clue 5 for you to find.

Find the safety of the sidewalk
and proceed to a group of plants.
The trees, bushes, and flowers
grace Guin Library’s entrance.

On hot days, these plants
need watering to thrive.
But sprinklers put water into the air
instead of just on stuff that’s alive.

To conserve our water resource,
drip hoses encircle plants.
Water goes just where it’s needed;
its path isn’t left up to chance.

Gently look for these hoses.
They’re made of thin, black plastic.
Then go to the library doors and
look up to see something fantastic.

Few hunt whales any longer,
thanks to a United States “Act.”
Most whale populations are rebounding.
The change has made a big impact.

This minke whale lacked teeth.
What mouthparts helped it eat?
The last letter of the answer
will make clue 6 complete. 

If your ride lacks emissions,
lock it in the space nearby.
Check low here for clue 7.
Now what do your clues imply?
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Read the word your clues made.
Looking LOW is the key.
Thanks for playing our game
about SUSTAINABILITY!

Stamp page 206 of this book to record your find!

Question for the 
Curious:
What 1972 Act changed the 
rules about whaling in U.S. 
waters?

The answer is in the Quest 
Box at the end of your 
journey.
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