
 

 HMSC Green Team Agenda 

November 2, 2021 9AM online 

 

LINKS          

HMSC Green Team Working Space https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1yk6b7i7_PRHHneLd3apfuukceXOPeabs 

HMSC Green Team website https://hmsc.oregonstate.edu/green-team  

 

 

Attending: Cait Goodwin, Cinamon Moffett, Cristín Fitzpatrick, Lindsay Carroll, Debbie Steele, 

Drummond Biles, Brent Butler, Jami Ivory 

 

Notes from last meeting: Review 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

November #Hatfield EcoChallenge 

Bring your cup to the café infographic- Take photos of yourself and your friends and colleagues 

as they use reusable cups (utensils, etc) at the MSI building’s Ultralife Café this month. Get 

verbal permission from subjects to post photos on social media using the hashtag and to be 

included in future emails/promotions (send your sharing-approved photos to Cait). 

 

Susanne Brander independently investigated one of the compostable cups from the 

Cafe in her lab and the signal indicated that there is plastic present in the “compostable” 

cup and is not truly compostable. While the cup may not be completely compostable, 

there aren’t dyes or bleach on the cup, meaning the cup does have a lower carbon 

footprint compared to other options. UltraLite is working hard to do the best they can :) 

 

Guest Speaker: Brent Butler, HMSC Groundskeeper 

Brent talked about current sustainability practices in landscaping at HMSC.   

● Because HMSC was built on fill, the grounds become a mixed upland forest associated 

with sand dune succession. Given the uniqueness of the land, goal is to create wildlife 

habitat; use wood chips that slowly breakdown and generate soil and viable habitat  

● Wood chips come from Central Lincoln PUD and other native tree sources 

● Use of wood chips reduces reliance on water 

● No herbicides, no pesticides - water saving 

● 95% native species (~165 native plants on property; ~50 are wild flower species) 

● Actions done 7-9 years ago are just now showing impacts - ex. birds using habitat 

● Goal is to reduce lawn panels by 20% over the next 10 years - approximately 5 acres of 

the property is open lawn space (lawn panels). Lawn panels have no wildlife value and 

the goal is to generate more wildlife friendly habitat  

● MSI Building caused a ⅓ reduction in upland forest habitat; but resulted in more habitat 

creation near the nature trail; the trees that were cut down were used for salmon habitat 

in upland streams 

● Use wildflowers to attract pollinators 

● Invasive species - english ivy, scotch broom, and himalayan blackberry - Brent partners 

with different groups (boy scouts, other volunteers) to remove the invasive species; very 
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important to remove the english ivy because as it grows up trees, the plant produces 

berries that birds eat and further contribute to the spread of english ivy on the property 

and beyond 

○ Important to encourage all community members to manage English Ivy - helps 

reduce the spread of the species throughout 

● What is the footprint of landscape maintenance (reliance on gas/diesel fueled small pick-

up truck, leaf blower, and lawn mower)? 

○ Brent is hoping to reduce reliance on these gas fueled equipment, though 

converting to electric equipment often creates more lithium battery waste 

○ Brent tries to reduce use of leaf blowers - prioritizes highly visible spots, tries to 

keep wild areas “wild,” and focuses on areas that are a safety hazard if leaves 

cause a clog, etc. 

● Use “diapers” on storm drains to catch contaminants prior drainage into estuary 

● Should we use compostable dog bags on-site?  

○ Brent: Given the moist environment, plastic may be the better option - the 

compostable bags “melt” in the container; also they cause seepage of waste into 

nearby waterways - Brent mentioned that compostable bags are better in dry 

environments, such as Arizona 

● (Follow-up) Green Team is interested in a day of service - help with invasive species 

removal - possibly during Summer of 2022? 

● Best advice to manage Blackberries? 

○ Brent: Keep cutting them and if you can remove the primary root; if you keep 

cutting them year after year, it slowly weakens them. Shading them out is also an 

option; planting native willows out-compete the blackberries  

 

 

Updates 

- OSU’s Path to Carbon Neutrality (Webinar on 10/26) 

- Cinnamon reports attendance was GOOD; leadership needs to see the interest 

from the OSU community 

- Brandon Trelstad provided great insights and summarized 9 actions that OSU 

Sustainability Office would like OSU leadership to support, including retrofits of 

building to increase efficiency 

- South Beach Urban Renewal 

- Took recommendations from the Green Team to the group 

- Discussed creating large loops that connect different sections around HMSC; 

signage for bike trails 

- MSB Lights turning on at 3AM (ongoing concern) 

- Jim Lewis just obtained access to the programming for the lights so that he can 

change the program; there will still be some lights on that serve as safety lights, 

but not all lights need to be on 

- Emphasized if you see something, say something - took a year of complaining to 

OSU for HMSC to get access to the program 

 



 

NEW TOPICS 

- December #HatfieldEcoChallenge - Re-use last year’s Holiday theme? 

- Good idea to continue because it increases visibility and lets folks know we are 

progressing on initiatives  

- Planning for a holiday theme for Dec 2021 - due to Cinamon before 

Thanksgiving! 

- From Vic Q - Terracycle is a company that provides containers to recycle materials that 

can't normally be recycled, such as candy wrappers, plastic cups, batteries, etc  

- Mary mentioned that the Library is a location that the Terracycle materials could 

be collected - should discuss option further 

- From Tracy Crews - Ask Drummond if we can give the plastic recycler/PLA extruder a try 

to make some marine themed HMSC Green Team Christmas ornaments with the 

recycled material. Or possibly make it into a fundraiser? Create marine science-themed 

ornaments for purchase in the VC or in the MSB (to promote Innovation Lab) 

- 2022 Meetings: Stick with this time? Virtual vs in person  

- Same day and time 

- Keeping zoom platform helps attract folks from OCAq or NOAA that are not able 

to make it to a physical space 

- Moving forward with Hybrid -  Would need a note taker and additional person 

responsible for running technology 

- Invasive species removal action? - Brent recommends an English Ivy pull, perhaps in the 

summer 2022 (TBD) 

 

Next Meeting: December 7th at 9AM via Zoom  

 

 

 

 

 

- Respectfully submitted, Lindsay Carroll 

Nov 2, 2021 
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