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Personal Action Space Up and Running 

Dann Cutter reports that there are now eight computers up and running in the Public Wing's 

Personal Action Space. Currently the computers are locked onto a selection of HMSC and 

cooperating agencies (NOAA, Ship OPs, NMFS, etc.). Once filtering software is installed so that 

computer hackers can't sit there and dial up "inappropriate" Web sites, there will be more of a 

selection. Eventually, the computers will be used to demonstrate educational CD ROMs available 

from the Bookstore. 

Also new in the Public Wing is a dolphin sculpture donated by Meghan and Merrit-Kendal Harrell 

and Madeline and Whitney Young. The artist is Brian McEneny. It is currently spotlighted to the 

left of the entrance, across from the Personal Action Space. 

 
Mexican Researcher Works with Bill Peterson 

 

Jaime Gomez-Gutierrez, a researcher with the Centro Interdisciplinario de Ciencias Marinas 

(CICIMAR), is working with Bill Peterson of NMFS this summer. CICIMAR is a collaborating 

graduate institute for a number of universities in Baja California. In La Paz, Jaime has been using 

echo sounders to study the density and behavior of sardine and other marine organisms along the 

coastline. They use transects several times during the 24-hour day to chart the movement of this 

biomass toward and away from the coast. While here, he will be studying copepod production. 

Jaime has completed his masters in marine biology at CICIMAR and hopes to come back to OSU 

next year in a Ph.D. program. 

 
Seafood Lab News 

Pacific Fisheries Technologists Meet in Astoria 

The 48th Annual Pacific Fisheries Technologists Meeting was held in Astoria April 21-23. There 

were 140 attendees and a sizable foreign contingent from Canada, Mexico, India, Germany, Taiwan 

and mainland China (the power of advertising over the Internet). Roy Arnold, OSU Provost, gave 

the kick-off speech. Monday and Tuesday were devoted to technical sessions in seafood 

biochemistry, safety and processing. The final day was devoted to regulatory issues as the federally 

mandated HACCP will be implemented in the industry December of this year. On Wednesday 

afternoon, the majority of the attendees got a cook's tour of the new Seafood Lab under 

construction. 

Fellowship at Curtin University 



Michael Morrissey received a fellowship as a visiting scholar for Curtin University of Technology 

in Perth, Australia. He spent from April 27 to May 21 at the Aquatic Science Research Unit which 

is part of the Muresk School of Agriculture. His duties were to give lectures in the department and 

give an overview of their work in seafood technology. He was also invited to give talks on value-

added products and seafood HACCP at the Australian National IFT Meetings in Perth. He reports 

that all went well on the lecture circuit but a trip on a commercial rock-lobster vessel proved a bit 

too memorable to the stomach as the seas kicked up in the Indian Ocean. He also spent time 

searching for yabbies and marron in saline-affected farm dams and that the best adventure was 

giving a value-added lecture to 40 sheep farmers (thinking about aquaculture) at a village pub late 

into the evening. There is a strong desire from the aquaculture unit at Curtin University of 

undertaken cooperative research programs in the effects of stress on seafood quality and other 

areas. 

 
 

 

Surimi School 

The Fifth Annual Oregon State University (OSU) Surimi Technology School was held at the OSU 

Seafood Laboratory in Astoria, OR on March 25-27, 1997. There were more than 90 attendees. The 

majority represented surimi or surimi seafood operations. This year's school was officially 

sponsored by 12 private companies and organizations - Ashland Chemical, Central Soya, 

Givaudan-Roure, MD Foods Ingredients, Monsanto, Newly Weds Foods, New Zealand Milk 

Products, NFI, Penwest Foods, Purac America, Roche Vitamins, Roquette America. 

The school was established in 1993 by Dr. Jae W. Park, Associate Professor at the OSU Seafood 

Laboratory, who saw the need for technology development and training in this rapidly growing 

industry. This is the only program of its kind in the world which is offered annually. The school 

was designed for surimi technicians, food technologists, and other personnel, dealing with 

ingredients and processing equipment for the surimi industry. This year, Park was joined by 12 

speakers from Oregon State University, North Carolina State University, University of Alaska, 

University of Rhode Island, Kyung Hee University, and industry experts. The morning sessions 

were filled with various lecture topics, while afternoons were devoted to hands-on experiments in 

surimi production, freezing, surimi gel preparation/evaluation and microbiology/sanitation 

techniques. Many participants felt it was helpful to learn how basic and applied technologies are 

related to their day-to-day operations. 

The next school is scheduled to be held at the OSU's brand new seafood laboratory on Tuesday -

Thursday, March 24-26, 1998. For future and updated information on the OSU Surimi Technology 

School, please refer to the World Wide Web site at http://www.orst.edu/dept/seafood/surimi.html. 

 
 

Pete Lawson Moves from ODFW to NMFS 

 

After working for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife for ten years, Pete Lawson has 

moved to the National Marine Fisheries, Northwest Fisheries Assessment and Modeling Division. 



He will be doing the same work on the harvest and life history of coho salmon, but on a broader 

scale. Little did this New Jersey native imagine that he would end up in fisheries modeling, when 

he left for college at Grinnell. 

After his first degree, Pete worked at the Chihuahua Desert Research Institute in Alpine, Texas, 

studying peregrine falcons and parrots in northeast Mexico for the effects of DDT on their eggs. 

After several years there, he decided to go back to school. He earned his Ph.D. in stream ecology 

(insects and invertebrates) from Idaho State College. Upon completion of his degree, he took the 

most attractive job offer and joined ODFW. 

Pete plays trumpet in the Yachats Big Band and often plays for local musical productions at the 

PAC. His wife is Nancy Jane Reid and his son, Alex, is 11. Pete also enjoys river rafting. 

 
 

Oregon Network for Education (ONE) 

The Oregon Joint Boards of Education have created a single point of access for students, parents, 

school counselors, employers and others seeking information about educational programs and 

services in Oregon, from kindergarten through lifelong-learning opportunities. 

The Web site operates as a one-stop educational "mall" to inform visitors about educational 

programs and services available in Oregon. There are seven "storefronts" available at ONE: 

Public & Private Four-Year Colleges/Universities 

Public & Private Two-Year Colleges 

Public & Private K-12 Schools 

Learning Supports (financing, career info, transferring credits, etc.) 

Online Libraries 

Employee Development Opportunities 

General Oregon Information 

For more information about ONE, contact Holly Zanville, Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic 

Affairs, (541) 346-5726 ; zanvillh@osshe.edu. 

 
 
 

Erick Sturm Replaces Mike Shaw 
 

On July 11, Mike Shaw went to work for Aquatic Environmental Sciences, a consulting firm, in 

Port Townsend, Washington. In his place, the NMFS Fisheries Behavioral Ecology Group has hired 



Erick Sturm. Erick will take over the upkeep and maintenance of all the aquatic systems and fish 

husbandry for Bori Olla's group. Erick is finishing up his M.S. in Biology at California State at 

Fullerton in marine monitoring. A native of California, Erick worked for Cal Fish and Game before 

coming to the sunny Northwest. 

His wife, Tasha,a microbiologist, is looking for a position. Erick brings a popular skill to the 

Center, as he is a home wine brewer. He also enjoys photography, hiking and SCUBA diving. 

 

 
Eric T. Nelson New at USFWS 

 
 

Eric Nelson has arrived at his new post as Assistant Refuge Manager for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service Coastal Refuges Office here at the HMSC. He comes to us from the Mid-Columbia River 

Refuge Complex in Umatilla, and wel 

comes the chance to be back on the coast. (He calls it from Dust to Rust!) The coast was also where 

he went to school, earning his B.S. and M.S. in Wildlife Management from Humboldt State in 

California. He also started his career with USFWS at the Humboldt Bay Refuge. 

His wife, Martha Spencer, has an M.S. in Natural Resource Management and is currently looking 

for a position as well. They have two daughters, age 9 and 7. The family enjoys beachcombing, 

horseback riding (English and Western), birdwatching and camping. 

 
 

 

Update on Summer Whale Tagging 

Bruce Mate reports that his group has been having good success this summer, learning several new 

things about the movements of both humpbacks and blue whales. The group tagged ten humpbacks 

in southeast Alaska from June 29-July 15. Greg Krutzikowsky and Nathan Pamplin are remaining 

up in Alaska aboard the R/V Cille to correlate feeding and water conditions in the areas where the 

tagged whales are staying. They will specifically be looking to see if the humpbacks are solitary or 

group feeders, the difference between individual humpback whales and how they choose their diet 

and feeding grounds. 

In the meantime, Bruce reports that they have tracked a humpback from Hawaii (from an earlier 

tagging trip) all the way to Alaska. What was surprising is that the whale turned left at the Aleutian 

Islands and proceeded to feed off Kamchatka Peninsula. This is the first time there has been any 

support for the idea that all the whales in the Pacific might form one breeding stock, instead of 

several populations restricted to their respective parts of the ocean. Another interesting finding is 

that there were no records of humpbacks in Hawaii from old whaling journals and records, yet now 

they are definitely there. This indicates that the whales adjust to changing conditions by moving to 

better or safer locations. 



Bruce has set up an unscheduled tagging run in this area in September. He will be evaluating two 

new attachment techniques for his smaller subdermal tags at the same time. 

Later this year the group will be attending the International Society for Marine Mammology in 

Monaco, the first time this Society has met outside North America. 

 
Cutter's Computer Corner 

This represents a new HMSC Newsletter feature. My name is Dann Cutter and I've been here for 

almost 9 months as the Public Wing computer support person. I will try to let you know about 

what's happening with HMSC computing resources, how it's affecting you, and training and 

informational opportunities. Steve Nielsen and I are here to provide whatever support the users 

need in keeping the OSU computers systems up and running. Steve tends to handle the PC side, and 

I the Mac, but both of us are fully capable of answering any questions you might have. 

Now that the front end is up and running, Steve and I are turning our attention to upgrading our 

network resources here at the Center. We are going to be moving offices soon to a part of the old 

library, and will be setting up a fairly centralized computer resource center to better handle all the 

changes afoot. Server access, email systems, and system software is all changing soon, and because 

of this we are taking a more global strategy. So everyone will be seeing changes, all hopefully for 

the better. 

And how could we make changes without some sort of training? We are starting a brown bag 

training session to be held the first and third Tuesday of every month at noon in the Library 

Seminar Room. The first two session are August 5 and 19. At the first session Steve will discuss 

virus security issues; and at the second I will discuess the up and coming changes to our mail 

systems and the options and implications that brings. 

You all have DCAs, which stands for DepartmentalComputer Administrators. Some are dedicated 

computer support, and others may do it part time along with their other jobs here. Starting in 

August we will be having a monthly DCA meeting for support personnel here at HMSC (this used 

to be called the Network meeting). It will be on the second Tuesday of every month at 10 o'clock in 

the Barry Fisher Room. General info will be passed along, new systems and policies will be 

discussed along with anything else that needs to be talked about. All DCA areencouraged to attend 

and users are encouraged to ask their DCAs to bring up points that are important to their 

department. (for instance the initial item on the August agenda is the changes about to happen in 

emailhope you haven't printed up new business cards. 

 
 

 

Six EPA Summer Interns Introduced 

Things at EPA are getting quite lively recently, with the arrival of the new hovercraft, six summer 

interns and, next month, three new staffers, including the new Branch Chief. This month the interns 

will be introduced. 



Christina Viola is a senior at Swarthmore College in Biology. She is working for Dave Young on 

mapping eelgrass in the estuary. The eelgrass beds provide an important habitat for young salmon. 

The mapping (by hovercraft) serves to ground truth future aerial maps. Christina is interested in 
environmental activism and forestry and is a Lake Oswego native. 

Jennie Boyd comes from Battleground, Washington, and attends University of Portland in Life 

Science. She is working with Faith Cole, sorting amphipods from the estuary samples.  

Jennie has also worked at the Corvallis EPA as an intern. She and her office mate, Alana Dannen, 

are both runners for the University of Portland. 

Alana Dannen is from Eugene and is also working with Faith Cole. She and the other interns will 

be here until the end of September. After her summer at the coast, she will be spending her winter 

as a lift operator at Mt. Hood. She enjoys snow boarding and hopes to learn how to skateboard as 
well. She enjoys hiking and mountain biking as well as running. 

Whitney Law comes from Athens, Georgia, where he is a senior at the University of Georgia. His 

specialty is biological engineering and he is working with Dave Young on Dave's research on the 

after-effects of petroleum spills in Kuwait and Prince William Sound. Whitney plans to get his 

master's in bioremediation and water quality. He also enjoys mountain biking and backpacking. 

Priscilla Stotts comes to the Center from Las Vegas, New Mexico, where she is earning her B.S. in 

Environmental Science and Management from New Mexico Highlands University. She has worked 

in public relations for the Soil Conservation Service while in school and hopes to eventually go on 

for her master's. She has also worked at the Pecos National Monument, studying sedimentation in 

streams. She is married, mother of three and with grandchildren. For fun she enjoys hiking and 

gardening. 

Robert Snider is a seasonal worker for Faith Cole, doing benthic sorting and field work in carbonyl 

and ghost shrimp. Although a native of Alaska, he got his degree at Evergreen State College in 

Fisheries and has worked with NMFS in Seattle. He finds the lack of light in Alaska too depressing 

and plans to stay where the sun shines all year round. 

 
Library News 

We currently have a 30 day trial to the web versions of Compendex and GeoRef from the 

Community of Science. Compendex is the electronic version of Engineering Index and covers 

1980-present in this version. GeoRef indexes geology information and covers 1785-present. These 

databases are linked on the OSU Libraries database web page: 

www.orst.edu/dept/library/database.htm 

 
 

Personnel Notes 



Congratulations to Dr. Haejung An of the Seafood Lab who was promoted to Associate Professor 

and awarded tenure. 

Sottawat Benjakul won the Sea Grant award for his presentation on protease enzymes in surimi 

wash water at the annual meeting of the Institute of Food Technologists at Orlando, Florida June 

14-18. He defended his Ph.D. thesis under Dr. Morrissey this past May. 

Congratulations also to Eddie Fabiano, who successfully defended his Master's thesis on the 

microencapsulation of oyster feed at the end of July. He is going on to Law School at University of 

Colorado, Boulder. 

Farewell and good luck to Sharon Webber, the voice of the EPA switchboard, as she moves on to 

her new job at Internal Medicine Associates. Barbara Love will be taking her place. 

Susan Mills will be leaving after nine years at the Center. She and her husband John will be busy 

building a new house in Silverton, closer to his new job. We will miss her wit and experience. 

Good luck! 

 


