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Kyoung Chul Park and Paul Reno by a national battle monument 

 
 

Korean Adventures with Reno and Park 
 

Paul Reno, COMES, and Kyoung Chul Park, a Ph.D. candidate in the Microbiology Department, 

completed a 10-day jaunt in South Korea last week. Dr. Sang Moo Kim, who was on a research trip 

in the OSU Food Science & Technology Department, and is working on seafood processing, 

arranged the trip. The impetus for the trip was for Reno to present a paper entitled "Factors in the 

Dissemination of Disease in Salmonid Populations" at the Fourth International Symposium on the 

Efficient Application and Preservation of Marine Biological Resources. After landing in Seoul, 

supping Korean style (if you fall off your chair here, you're already on the floor), and sleeping off 

the eleven-hour flight, they visited the virology section at the National Veterinary Research 

Institute in Anyang, about 10 miles south of Seoul. The Institute had many nice lab toys and the 

personnel to run them, but fish were not in their formal jurisdiction. Prior to the meeting, Park 

wheedled Reno into presenting a seminar entitled "Evaluating the presence of pathogens in fish 

populations, with special reference to IPN virus" at his alma mater, Inha University in Inchon, just 

south of Seoul. 

From Seoul they went on a hair-raising drive,9% descending grades around hairpin curves, through 

the mountains of the eastern part of Korea to Kangnung. The Symposium was held at Kangnung 

National University on the east coast of Korea, October 22-24, and was sponsored by the Faculty of 

Marine Biosciences & Technology at the University. Investigators from Korea, Japan, China, and 

the US were speakers, including Haejung An from the Seafood Lab in Astoria. Several professional 

contacts were made with Korean scientists, and efforts will be made to promote closer ties with 

OSU, especially the HMSC, and aquaculture researchers in Korea. One interesting possibility is 

getting juvenile Alaska pollock which migrate to the east coast of Korea to test for VHS virus. 

After the meeting, Reno and Park toured a mariculture facility near Muk'o, about 10 miles south of 

Kangnung. In the past the facility reared rainbow trout in sea cages, but predators, otters and their 

ilk, destroyed the nets and the facility was converted to the culture of abalone in indoor tanks. The 

owner, Mr. Ham, intends to reopen mariculture for Kamloops rainbow trout in indoor tanks, using 

stocks obtained from California. Wending their way through the mountains in the east, they toured 

Mr. Ham's trout farm in P'yongch'ang about 40 miles inland. He rears Kamloops rainbow trout 

there, which he will start to use to support the mariculture facility on the coast. He has had 

significant disease problems since 1992, losing 90% of his fry each year to infectious pancreatic 

necrosis. They hope to obtain some of these isolates and characterize them here at the HMSC. The 



dynamic duo then did a bit of sightseeing at Ch'aiksan National Park near Wonju in the central part 

of Korea, then wearily returned to Seoul for the flight home. 

 
 
 

Deadline 

November 6 is the deadline 

for returning the benefits enrollment forms 

 

 
 
 

Proposed Neskowin Marsh Addition to the Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing to expand the Nestucca Bay National Wildlife 

Refuge with the addition of 320 acres in and adjacent to Neskowin Marsh. The unique ecological 

values and the biological diversity found in Neskowin Marsh would complement the existing 

habitat protection provided by the Nestucca Bay Refuge. 

The Neskowin Marsh is the largest unprotected freshwater marsh along the Oregon Coast. It is 

located in a mile-long trough behind the sand dunes along Kiwanda Beach (see map). The wetland 

area, underlain by peat, was originally a lake formed when shifting sand blocked stream drainage. 

There are many areas of open water scattered throughout the marsh. A high quality sphagnum bog 

occurs on undrained peatland. 

The marsh's southern end was cleared early in the century in an attempt to commercially grow 

cranberries. The area now contains one of the largest bulrush stands known on the Oregon Coast. 

The marsh supports a diversity of wildlife species. Waterfowl use the marsh year-round, with 

greatest numbers occurring in the fall, winter and spring migration periods. Species commonly 

observed include mallard, wood duck, American widgeon, ring-necked duck, northern pintail, 

green-winged teal, lesser scaup and bufflehead. Mallard and wood duck breed in the marsh. Other 

waterbirds that use the marsh include great blue heron, green heron, American coot, Virginia rail 

and sora. 

The complexity of the marsh, forested wetlands, and adjacent upland woodlands provide important 

habitat for migratory songbirds such as warblers, flycatchers, and thrushes. Local residents 

recorded 79 species of birds in the small, nearby Hawk Creek wetland. This is a very good 

indication of the value of Neskowin Marsh to migratory birds. 

Pacific lamprey and cutthroat trout have been observed in Neskowin Marsh. Based on the existing 

habitat and their occurrence in the Neskowin Creek watershed, it is suspected that juvenile chinook, 

coho, chum salmon and steelhead may also use the marsh. Coho salmon have been listed as 



"threatened" under the Endangered Species Act. The endangered American peregrine falcon and 

threatened bald eagle nest in the vicinity of the marsh. These birds use the wetland and surrounding 

upland habitat for foraging and resting. 

For the proposed Neskowin Marsh addition, the primary management focus would be fish and 

wildlife and habitat protection and management. Fish, wildlife and plant surveys would be 

conducted throughout the marsh and adjacent uplands that are acquired. If hydrologic review of the 

marsh indicates that past ditching activities have adversely impacted fish and wildlife species by 

artificially lowering the water level, a small structure would be placed along the outlet of Neskowin 

Marsh. This water control device would regulate water conditions during the dry season. 

The Nature Conservancy recently purchased one major tract of land within Neskowin Marsh and 

has an option to purchase another. The Conservancy intends to sell these tracts to the Service if the 

Service decides to add Neskowin Marsh to Nestucca Bay NWR. The Tillamook County 

Commissioners passed a resolution in 1993 in support of Service acquisition of the marsh. Recently 

they have expressed continued support and a desire to be a partner in the public planning process. 

If you have comments or questions, please contact Jim Houck, Project Leader, at the Western 

Oregon NWR Complex, 26208 Finley Refuge Road, Corvallis OR 97333 or call (541) 757-7236. A 

decision is scheduled to be made on this addition by June 1999. 

 
 
 

Volunteers and Staff - Mark Your Calendars 

Bring the Family 

It's a Whale of a Sale 

The HMSC Bookstore's Annual Christmas Gala 

Wednesday, December 2 

4:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

20% off in every department 

Holiday Specials 

Custom jackets, anoraks and fleece 

Surprises! Fun! Refreshments! 

 
 

 
 

Fall Blood Drive A Wonderful Success! 
 

The Hatfield Marine Science Center exceeded the goal for our Fall Blood Drive by six pints, 

bringing in 46 pints all together instead of the projected 40 pints. The other statistics also point to 

an excellent job by all involved: there were no deferrals, three first-time donors and 50 donors 

scheduled. At our two peak hours, we had 11 donors instead of the usual 8. 

Special thanks go to our blood and cookie donors, to our recruiters and to our drive registrars and 

canteen hosts. 



Recruiters: Jessica Waddell (NOAA), Jodene Summers (ODFW), Mitch Vance (EPA), Kym 

Jacobson (NMFS-NW) 

Registrars and Hosts: Linda Conser (Sea Grant), Lara Hutton (ODFW), Cindy Sweitzer (NMFS-

AK), Sherri Nordyke (COMES) 

Cookie/Cracker Donors: Charlene Lockman (HMSC), Cindy Sweitzer (NMFS-AK), Sherri 

Nordyke (COMES), Tanna Orr (AHEC) and Jan Auyong (Sea Grant) 

Because of all of you, 138 people will have another chance at life. Thank you for the gift of life! 

 
 
 

Nathan Caldwell 

 
 

Outdoor Recreation Planner Joins USFWS 

Nathan Caldwell, the new outdoor recreational planner for the Oregon Coastal Refuges, has lived 

and worked in 11 states, ranging from the first bison refuge in Oklahoma to the taro fields of Kauai. 

Nathan's job is to implement public use and create interpretive facilities and brochures for the 

Coastal Refuges. He also hopes to establish a volunteer program at the refuges. 

Earning his bachelor's in Linguistics at San Diego State University, Nathan found his weekend 

activities as white water raft guide and outdoor trip leader to be much more fun than his regular job 

in applied linguistics. He went on to accumulate knowledge and experience, through the National 

Outdoor Leadership School, training at Santa Rosa College in seasonal law enforcement, and then 

the U.S. National Park Service with stations all over the United States. 

Now with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, he has worked at refuges in Oklahoma, San Diego, 

Reno and Hawaii. For the last year and a half he worked as the outdoor recreation planner for the 

Hawaii National Wildlife Refuges, stationed at Kailauea, Kauai. One of the most interesting aspects 

of his work there was protecting habitat in an environment that has been changed extensively by the 

arrival of the Polynesians in Hawaii approximately 1200 A.D. These "new" arrivals brought in 

what are now called "heritage plants" that led to the extinction of half the native land birds in 

Hawaii. The current wildlife has adapted to the intensive irrigation and agricultural practices of 

taro, coconut palms, bananas and other introduced species. At the same time, the USFWS has to 

keep out more recent introduced species such as rice and grasses that threaten to take over from the 

heritage and remaining native plants. As part of the refuge on Kauai, the Service had cooperators 

who actually cultivated taro ponds on the grounds to provide habitat and keep the grasses from 

taking over. The problem with Hawaii, Nathan points out, is that everything grows there. 

His wife, Marilyn, is a school teacher who has taught and substituted in nearly as many states. They 

enjoy skiing, hiking, biking and Marilyn is an excellent photographer. 

 



 
 

Changes in Accounting for Vacation and Sick Leave 
 

Oregon State University is bringing a new Human Resource Information System (HRIS) on-line 

January 1, 1999. The impetus for this change is the Y2K bug in the existing system. If OSU were to 

do nothing, payroll would cease as of December 1999. 

HRIS is the third information system module upgrade at OSU. First there was SIS (Student 

Information System), then FIS (Financial Information System). As most of you are aware, there 

were some teething pains adapting to FIS. I expect there will also be some glitches with HRIS. On 

the plus side, all of these systems are integrated and should allow better tracking of expenditures on 

restricted funds (Research Projects) and on unrestricted budgeted operations (Department Budget). 

One important note, January 1, 1999 the plug will be pulled on the old payroll system. This means 

that redistributions will NOT be allowed for the periods prior to January 1. ALL PAY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 1998 MUST BE ACCURATE! Please ask the Business Office if you have any 

concerns. 

So, what does this means to you: 

For classified staff; 

Time and Attendance forms will likely change. Information from the form will be entered at the 

department. 

For academic staff; 

The Sick and Vacation Leave form that was filled out annually will go away on November 30, 

1998 (the old forms need to be turned in the first week of December). A new form for accounting 

for sick and vacation will be given to each academic faculty on a .50 fte appointment or greater. 

This form will be turned in monthly to the department for approval and input into HRIS. 

For everyone eligible for sick and vacation; 

Beginning in January of 1999, your earnings statement will also have your leave balances on them. 

The balances should be current as of the month prior to the pay period. 

Any questions or concerns should be directed to Luke McIlvenny in the HMSC Business Office. 

 
 

 

Scott Larned 
 

Hawaii's Loss Enriches Oregon: 



Two Post-Docs Join EPA 

Two new post-docs have joined the estuarine research crew at EPA and both have done their recent 

research in Hawaii. Scott Larned (learn-ed) earned his bachelors and masters at Humboldt State in 

California, where he studied the ecology of native oyster reefs. He then went on to earn his 

doctorate in Zoology at the University of Hawaii. His dissertation was entitled "Nutrient-limited 

growth and sources of nutrients for coral reef algae." He was trying to solve the mystery of how the 

invasive algae can grow in coral reefs where there are almost no nutrients. It turned out to be due to 

three factors. First of all, the lowest water level by the reef actually has more nutrients that the 

water higher up in the water column. Second, the algae formed thick mats that captured the 

nutrients coming up from the sediment, and lastly, water that doesn't contain many nutrients per 

unit can still bring in enough if the rate of water flow is high enough. One beneficial thing he 

learned was that the algae acted like nutrient sponges, absorbing nutrients from pollution sources 

such as sewage, yet not releasing any into the nutrient cycle. 

Upon completion of his doctorate, Scott worked as a NSF post-doc on the effects of the diversity of 

stream animals on nutrient cycling in Hawaii streams. One interesting thing he found in that 

research is the surprisingly great role of fallen fruit in the streams. There might be few nutrients in 

the stream much of the year, but when the mangos ripen and fall into the stream, they provide far 

more nutrients than leaves. He was unable to complete this research because he accepted his new 

position with EPA. This position was so attractive because Scott feels that studying the ecosystem-

level effects of introduced species is the field of the future. 

For fun, Scott likes to road bike, travel to Hawaii, do botany, sea kayaking and work on the craft of 

scientific writing. Laughing, he says that he does work for fun. 

 

Kama Almasi 

 

Kama Almasi (the last name is of Hungarian derivation) is the second and newest post-doc 

(National Research Council) at EPA. A native of Washington, Kama earned her B.A. in Asian 

Studies at Connecticut College. She then applied what she learned, including Japanese, while she 

worked in Japan for several years. She then decided to go back to graduate school, and after 

catching up on some science courses at University of Washington, she earned her doctorate at 

University of California, Davis. 

Her dissertation was done on population and community ecology of an invasive plant in the 

Hawaiian rain forest. This cane-like shrub originally came from South America and doesn't require 

a human-disturbed area to thrive, unlike many introduced species. She believes that the tiny seeds 

were brought in with marijuana seeds, used to illegally grow marijuana within the State Park 

Systemnot unlike some situations we have in Oregon. 

She is working at EPA on the population and community ecology of an non-native eelgrass Zostrea 

japonica. Her husband, Rex Smith, is a sculptor in wood who enjoys cycling. She and her husband 

both enjoy camping and hiking, and she enjoys playing the piano. As most former grad students, 

she is just now finding the time to do things for fun instead of for degree completion. 



 
 

1998 Charitable Fund Drive 

The 1998 Charitable Fund Drive officially began for state employees earlier this month. Last year, 

State of Oregon employees contributed $962,852. 

The Charitable Fund Drive is an annual, combined charitable giving campaign tailored to meet the 

needs and wishes of state employees. Do you want to contribute to Lincoln County United Way 

agencies? Or environmental causes? Or help support children's or health issues? There are literally 

hundreds of non-profit groups you can target with your gift, either through payroll deducation or 

through a one-time cash donation. 

In an effort to recognize people who contribute over $500, the Governor's office has authorized the 

implementation of the Governor's Cup program. Each contributor who gives between $500 and 

$999 will receive a Governor's Cup coffee mug as a token of appreciation from Governor 

Kitzhaber, and all those your contributions help support. 

 
 
 

Hazardous Material Safety Data Sheets In Library 
 

Hazardous Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are kept in the library. They have been moved to 

the beginning of the Reference area, and are in blue binders with bright red-colored dots on the 

spines. People working with hazardous materials might want to stop by and see where they are 

kept. Library staff are responsible for filing updates into the binders. 

Many people at HMSC work with materials that can be dangerous, and they might be interested in 

the following web sites: 

The Oregon OSHA web site is at: 

http://www.cbs.state.or.us/external/osha/ 

The site contains on-line publications, access to the Oregon Administrative Rules, and information 

about OSHA's audiovisual library, workshops, and training resources. 

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry has a Hazardous Substance 

Release / Health Effects Database at: 

http://atsdr1.atsdr.cdc.gov:8080/hazdat.html 

This website also supplies ToxFAQs, summaries about hazardous substances: 

http://atsdr1.atsdr.cdc.gov:8080/toxfaq.html 



More information about hazardous materials may be found at the University of Akron Department 

of Chemistry 


