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Tsunami renews attention 
on preparedness, prompts 
donations from HMSC 
community

Amatzia Genin invited to present as 
HMSC Distinguished Lecturer on 
February 18-19
Dr. Amatzia Genin, of  the H. Steinitz Marine 
Biology Laboratory of the Interuniversity Insti-
tute of Marine Sciences at Eilat, Israel, will visit 
HMSC for two days in Feburary as the Winter 
2005 Distinguished Lecturer. 
     On the afternoon of Friday, February 18th, 
Dr. Genin will deliver a science seminar for the 
HMSC community entitled “Supply and Sink of 
Zooplankton in Coral Reefs: the role of currents 
and behavior”.  The seminar will be held in the 
Hennings Auditorium starting at 3:00pm.
     Dr. Genin will share his research on the re-
markably efficient predation of planktivorous fish 
in coral reefs, where fish forage upstream of their 
shelters on prey swept with the currents. This is 
seen as one of the key processes in the benthic-
pelagic coupling in coral reefs and possibly in 
other coastal and oceanic habitats. Implications to 
trophic subsidy of coastal ecosystems and micro-
patchiness of zooplankton will also be discussed.

Dr. Amatzia Genin is a professor 
Department of Evolution, Systematics 
and Ecology  at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem, and the Interuniversity 
Institution in Eilat, Israel

Just two and a half months after the HMSC 
practiced its first tsunami evacuation drill, 
a massive earthquake and tsunami in the 
Indian Ocean focused the worldʼs attention 
on just how catastrophic such events can be.  
More than 150,000 lives were lost in a dozen 
nations devastated by the tsunami.
     Todd Miller, a fisheries and wildlife grad-
uate student and CIMRS fellow at HMSC, 
feared he had lost a friend in the disaster.  
Just two weeks prior, Todd had received an 
email from his old college friend Manori 
Guanawardina, a Sri Lankan researcher with 
the United Nation Environmental Pro-
gramme (UNEP).  She was working along 
the southern coast in the Yala National Park.
     Then, this email:  “Dear Todd,  The 
phones are finally working in Tissa. I barely 
got away; I think the guardians of the forest 

Party planning completed, Kym Jacobson 
and Julia Clemons enjoy the evening.

Season celebrated at annual holiday party

(L to R) Mattias Johansen, Renee Bellinger, Lydia Sandoval, Mark Ca-
mara, Pat Ressler, Mary Bhuthimethee, and Cedric Meusnier

More photos inside -- see 
pages 6-7

continued on page 2

continued on page  8

Belated CONGRATULATIONS 
to new dad Dann Cutter (and 
new mom Camie) on the birth 
of their baby daughter Kassandra 
on June 29!
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Notes from the Director
The tsunami event and resultant human tragedy in the Indian Ocean last month has increased 
the world s̓ focus on these events and the importance of marine research in understanding them.  
It has also increased the level of awareness of the importance of preparation on our own coast, 
and, on the local level, the value of the meetings and evacuation drill held in the past several 
months.  There will be continued awareness in coming months, and a “Tsunami Summit” is be-
ing planned on the Oregon coast in March.  HMSC s̓ involvement ranges from tsunami research 
by Bob Dziak, Haru Matsumoto, and others, to the charitable efforts of several in the commu-
nity to lend a hand.  OSU, with its Hinsdale wave tank and tsunami researchers in the College 
of Engineering, has much to contribute.

HMSC is proceeding with its Distinguished Lecturer series.  The last was Dr. John Delaney from the University of Wash-
ington about one year ago.  The different groups at HMSC have agreed to work on having this series on a quarterly basis.  
This year already has Dr. Amatzia Genin scheduled in the winter and Dr. Verena Tunnicliffe in the spring.  Their lectures 
promise to be stimulating and will be interesting public events as well.

We are continuing to see new faces in the OSU leadership, and we are working to inform them about HMSC, and the 
value it brings to OSU.  Earlier this month, Luanne Lawrence, the new Vice President for University Advancement, visited 
HMSC.  Later this winter we will also have a visit from Dr. John Cassady, the newly appointed Vice President for Research.  
The value of HMSC to OSU goes far beyond the education, research and outreach activities within OSU, and we strive to 
assure that they recognize the value of our partnerships with the state and federal agencies that are such important parts of 
HMSC.  The value of our diverse groups also extends to fellowship – and this was certainly evident at the Holiday party, a 
very well attended and enjoyable event.  We should all thank our representatives on the committee that organized the party, 
the best one yet!   -GB

     The following day, the general public is invited to a Saturday 
morning presentation by Dr. Genin entitled “The Coral Reef 
Ecosystem: a Flourishing Oasis in a Blue Desert”.  The public 
lecture begins at 11am in the Hennings Auditorium.
     This lecture will focus on mutualistic relationships between 
corals and fish, describing how corals and fish go about feeding 
on zooplankton in flowing waters and how various interdepen-
dent functions enhance the productivity of the system.

HMSC Distinguished Lecturer 
Amatzia Genin  continued from page 1

Thursday, January 20 - Dr. Walter Pearson, Batelle Marine Science 
Laboratory, Sequim, WA
“Passage of salmon smolts through culverts or stranding of salmon in 
the Columbia.”

Thursday, January 27 - Dr. Kelly Benoit-Bird, College of Ocean and 
Atmospheric Sciences, Oregon State University
“Dynamics of midwater micronekton around the Hawaiian Islands”

Thursday, February 3 - Dr. Benjamin Laurel, Environmental and Eco-
system Sciences Section, DFO-Canada, St. Johnʼs
“The coastal ecology of Atlantic cod (Gadus morhua) in Newfoundland: 
new considerations for conservation and management.”

Thursday, February 10 - Dr. Jim Colbert, CIMRS – Oregon State Uni-
versity, Newport
“Annual growth of Pacific hake: Age-group specific response to oceano-
graphic conditions.”

Thursday, Feb. 24, 2005. - This week left open for COAS Fisheries 
Oceanography Faculty Candidate presentations. Watch for announce-
ments.

Thursday, March 3 - Don Lyons, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, 
Oregon State University
“Avian Predation of Juvenile Salmonids in the Columbia River”

Thursday, March 10 - Dr. “Jody” Stecher, College of Ocean and Atmo-
spheric Sciences, Oregon State University, Newport
Title TBA

Thursday, March 17 - Dr. John Markham
“Systematics of parasitic isopods”

HMSC winter seminar series continues 
(Thursdays at 3:30pm, in library seminar room)

Also on Thursdays, at 11a.m., the weekly COAS 
winter quarter seminar series can be seen via Polycom 

in room 34 of the education wing here at HMSC.

For the latest information on speakers and topics for all 
seminars, see the HMSC events web page:

http://hmsc.oregonstate.edu/events.html 
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Calling all HMSC scientists!  SeaFest 2005 is scheduled for 
June 25, and we need your help to make it a success!
     As in past years, SeaFest 2005 will include scientific exhib-
its designed to educate the public about the diverse research 
being conducted at HMSC.  Last year we had over 20 exhibits 
covering a wide range of topics from shellfish genetics to 
marine mammals to undersea volcanoes.  To those who have 
presented exhibits in the past, we thank you for a great job and 
encourage your renewed involvement.  
     For those new to SeaFest, we hope youʼll consider devel-
oping an exhibit.  If this seems like a difficult task, please 
be aware that members of the SeaFest committee are glad to 
help you design a successful display.  Last year, the Science 
Zone was one of the most popular aspects of SeaFest.  This is 
a great venue to showcase your work and educate the public 
about marine science.
     For these science exhibits, we would like exciting, en-
gaging, hands-on displays.  Interactive activities are ideal.  
Displays should also provide information about how to get 
involved or where to go 
to get more information 
(such as references to good 
books on the subject).  For 
example, a marine mam-
mal display might provide 

information as to how people can volunteer for the whale 
watching week or the marine mammal stranding network.  
     Though not necessary, please consider incorporating the 
“Seas of Change, 40 Years of Discovery” SeaFest 2005 theme 
into your display.  This could be accomplished by highlight-
ing changes in technology, research, or knowledge over the 
past 40 years.  Most importantly, all displays must be geared 
toward the general public, especially kids.  Scientific displays 
should be staffed all day, though we hope to have volunteers 
to provide presenters with periodic breaks.  Posters are permit-
ted as part of a scientific display, but due to space consider-
ations, we will not be able to display unattended posters.
     If you‚re interested in providing a scientific exhibit (and 
we hope you are!), please contact Allen Cramer [Allen.
Cramer@noaa.gov].  In your email, please provide some gen-
eral information about the subject of your display.  Then weʼll 
finalize themes and work with all participants on planning (as 
necessary) as well as space and logistical needs.  For those 
of you who canʼt commit to an entire display, we also need 

volunteers to provide logisti-
cal support at the Science 
Zone.  So please contact Allen 
Cramer if you can help in that 
capacity.  Thanks for your 
participation!

Planning underway for 
4th annual SeaFest, 
set for June 25th

SeaFest planning committee welcomes your participation
Got a great idea for SeaFest?  Want to lend a helping hand?  There are dozens of opportunities to help out with planning and 
coordination of this yearʼs SeaFest.  The members of the planning committee invite you to join the effort and get involved.  Get 
in touch with any of the folks listed below to learn more about how you can help.   

Artisans Marketplace
Sara Heimlich

Community Exhibitors
Jena Lemke  
John Sherman
Sue Wilson

Event Signage
Sara Heimlich
Lynne Wright 

Food Concessions
 and Entertainment 
Leilani Nussman

Kids Zone
Fawn Custer
Dawn Grafe
Leilani Nussman
Cindy Sweitzer

Logistics Coordination
Randy Walker

Marketing and Publicity
Carol Cole   
Matteo Costamagna
Sara Heimlich 

Parking & Access
John Sherman
Sue Wilson

Scientific Displays
Bryan Black
Cheryl Brown 
Susan Coccetti
Jennifer Cramer
Allen Cramer
Scott Heppell
Shannon Ristau 

Speakers
George Boehlert   
Andra Bobbitt   
Ric Brodeur  
Sara Heimlich

Tours and Special Demos
Jennifer Cramer
Allen Cramer
Lori Parker

VIP Reception
Sara Heimlich   

Volunteer Coordination
Matteo Costamagna
Lynne Wright

Overall Coordinators:
Linda Brodeur and Ken Hall

Not sure where to help? 
Send an email to SeaFest 

co-coordinator Linda Brodeur 
(linda.brodeur@oregonstate.
edu) for more information.  

Or, come to the next SeaFest 
planning meeting on 

Thursday, February 10th 
at 2pm in the Barry Fisher 

Room (Guin Library).3Page

SeaFest 2005 Committees and Members
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Visitor Center News

FOSSIL IDENTIFICATION:  Bring in your fossils for expert identification by Dr. William Orr of Univ. of Oregon

FOSSIL SWAP: Tables will be set up for trading those extra fossils you may 
have

FOSSIL DISPLAYS: Representative fossils from the local Astoria and Nye 
formations; 15-20 million years ago 

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN: The North America Research Group (NARG) 
will be demonstrating fossil preparation, and kids can cast their own fossil 
replicas.

PRESENTATIONS (in the Hennings Auditorium):

Ongoing PowerPoint slide show of last yearʼs event

11:00 a.m.  “Coastal Concreations”  -  Presented by “OregonFossilGuy” DiTorrice.

1:30 p.m.   “Marine Mammals and other fossils from Oregon”   The presentation should appeal to all age groups. Younger members 
will a
landscapes and environments through the ages.  Presented by Dr. William Orr, state paleontologist.

FOSSIL FEST returns to the Visitor Center on February 12th  

New exhibits help 
increase public  
understanding 
of hot topics: 

invasive species 
and undersea 
earthquakes    

Visitor Center intern Peter Blum helped 
assemble content for the new exhibit on detect-
ing seismic activity beneath the sea. 

Installation of “Invasion of the Habitat Snatchers”, a new ex-
hibit on invasive species took place in January.  The official 
opening is scheduled for February 26.

Personnel News and Notes
 Clayton Creech (or “Clay” as most people call him) is a familiar 
face around HMSC, having perhaps the longest history of affilia-
tion with the center of all current employees.  Clay was here as a 
student in 1965, the first year of the marine science centerʼs exis-
tence, returning in the early 70ʼs to work on a Sea Grant project 
measuring ocean waves.  He retired last year from ODFW after 31 
years, but continues to work there part-time and also continues to  
keep our local weather station information up-to-date.
       But did you know that Clay is also an accomplished amateur 
photographer?  One of his photos was recently selected as among 
the yearʼs best in the The Oregonianʼs annual photo contest.
                                         CONGRATULATIONS, Clay!

Clay Creechʼs award-winning photograph.



5Page

HMSC Currents - Jan. ‘05

Shawn Rowe, Oregon Sea Grant Marine Educator and Learn-
ing Specialist, is teaching a doctoral seminar for the Depart-
ment of Science and Math Education during winter quarter.  
The focus of the class is Qualitative Research Techniques.  
     Over the 10 weeks of the course students will develop an 
understanding of ethnographic, interview, observation and 
analysis techniques used by social science researchers over the 
last hundred years to understand the whys and hows of human 
interactions.  This class helps prepare Ph.D. candidates to de-
sign and carry out their own original research with science and 
math learners as part of completing their dissertations.  
     In his own research Rowe uses qualitative research meth-
ods to study the whys and hows of learning in informal learn-
ing settings like museums.  
     “We know from quantitative studies that people do learn 
when they visit museums, talk to extension agents, watch 
science television programs, or read science magazines,” 
says Rowe, “but there are so many variables in understanding 
how people learn when they feel like they have a choice over 
when, how and why they are learning that we usually turn to 

qualitative methods to understand learning from the learnerʼs 
perspective.”

Shawn Rowe explains free choice learning concepts to Oceanography and Ma-
rine Resource Management graduate students during a tour of the Visitor Center, 
part of the COAS new student orientation visit to HMSC.)

Personnel News and Notes  continued

Maggie Sommer was recently named Assistant Program 
Manager for the Marine Resources Program of the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.
     Although new to the position, Sommer is a familiar face 
around the Hatfield Marine Science Center. She received her 
graduate degree from OSU in Marine Resource Management. 
“I chose the OSU program over some others that I considered 
because it includes a strong core of oceanography classes and 
I wanted to have that background,” she 
said.
     After finishing her degree, she was 
awarded the Sea Grant Natural Re-
source Fellowship to develop a GIS 
of all the man-made erosion control 
structures on the Oregon coast. She 
then worked for NOAA Fisheries doing 
marine essential fish habitat analysis.
     She joined the Marine Resources 
Program approximately a year ago as 
the Nearshore Project Leader work-
ing to create a nearshore resource 
management strategy as a framework 
for Oregon coastwide conservation. The nearshore position 
also coordinated the management and monitoring of Oregonʼs 
commercial nearshore fishery – mostly hook-and-line ground-
fish fishing.
     In her new position, she will be responsible for overseeing 
the management of ODFWʼs commercial and sport marine 
fisheries, working alongside the programʼs other Assistant 
Manager, Dave Fox.
     “Maggie has excellent communication skills, strong 

organizational and leadership skills plus a style that will be 
welcome in the fishing community,” said Patty Burke, Ma-
rine Resources Program Manager. “I know she is extremely 
talented and will put a priority on maintaining and enhancing 
our partnerships with individuals representing our sport and 
commercial fishing sectors as well as community, university 
and inter-agency partners.”
     Sommer grew up on the Chesapeake Bay and spent sum-

mers on the Delaware shore.  She gradu-
ated from the University of Virginia and 
worked as head chef and manager of an 
upscale restaurant in Virginia for five 
years.
     While pursuing a career change and a 
long-held interest in biological sciences, 
she enrolled in a class on marine ecol-
ogy at a local community college. After 
a semesterʼs worth of classroom study, 
the students spent a week at a field sta-
tion in the Bahamas.
     During her week at Forfar Field Sta-
tion on Andros Island, Sommer found 

they were looking for a research assis-
tant and applied. She got the job and stayed for three years 
working as the dive safety officer, and later as station director 
managing 30 employees. 
     The reason for Sommer coming to Oregon was the OSU 
program. She thought she would be here for three years or so 
and go back to someplace warm. “But I found that I love it 
here,” she said, “so Iʼm here to stay.” 
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Hello Everyone,
     I wanted to take a moment to thank all of you who have 
showed support for the Hatfield Student Organization (HsO) 
by buying raffle tickets during the holiday fundraiser, pur-
chasing a HsO T-shirt, or by attending our monthly Informa-
tion Kitchen. To date, HsO has raised over $1200 to support 
graduate and undergraduate student activities and research.  
As a group we have decided to establish an award that will 
help support student attendance at conferences by contribut-
ing towards conference fees and travel.  Additionally, we will 
maintain a discretionary fund available for any special needs 
that may arise.
     I would also like to extend a special thanks to the Newport 
News-Times that recently donated $200 to our organization, 
as well as all of the local businesses (please see below) that 
donated the gifts raffled at the holiday party.  Such over-
whelming support by our community has been a much appre-
ciated gift for the HMSC students.  
     Finally, I would like to acknowledge the hard work put 
forth by the members of the HsO.  Our small group of dedi-
cated students serves as both officers for the organization as 
well as student representatives on many, if not all, of the vari-
ous committees at HMSC.  Great job everyone!
     Thank you once again,
   Jena Lemke
   HsO President

  Hatfield Students Organization Annual Holiday Raffle Winners

Patagonia Marsupial Fleece Jacket - Waldo Wakefield
Clear Creek Distillery Pure Fruit Spirits - Marie Parnel

Case of Homebrew by Scott Heppell, Dave Pass, Rob Suryan, and 
Hal Weeks - Phil Lamberson

Ossie s̓ Surf Shop Red Hooded Sweatshirt - Bryan Black
Ossie s̓ Surf Shop Pink Hooded Sweatshirt -Patrick Ressler

Ossie s̓ Black Hooded Sweatshirt -  Thom Gilbert
Jovi Candles - Jen Cramer

Jafra Basket by Lori Parker - Lisa Lysak
Thai Palace $25 Gift Certificate - Becky Baldwin

Panini Pizza Gift Certificate - Pete Lawson
Paninin Pizza Gift Certificate - Bryan Parker

Red Door Café $15 Gift Certificate -  Abby McCarthy
La Maison Breakfast for Two - Pete Lawson

Whale s̓ Tale Breakfast - Jack Chapman
Sada s̓ Sushi $35 Gift Certificate - Jena Lemke

Inn at Otter Crest, One Night in an Ocean View Room - Rob Suryan
Performing Arts Center $40 Gift Certificates - Cindy Sweitzer

Four Oregon Coast Aquarium Passes - Ken Hall
Oceanic Arts $20 Gift Certificate - Janet Lamberson

Rogue Brewery Track Suit - Ann Sigleo
Englund Marine Fishing Rod - Michael Liu

Lumberman s̓ Sweatshirt and Tool-belt  - Rian Hoff

HMSC Happenings
More holiday party photosNews from HsO

Megan Petrie  encourages Ted Dewitt to “up” his chances in the HsO raffle.

(l to r) Maggie Sommer, Thom Gilbert, and Lisa Lysak

Under surveillance?  (l to r) Shannon Ristau, Mary Bhuthimethee, and Maria 
Parnel
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HMSC Currents - Jan. ‘05

Facilities have accomplished many of the projects lined out in the last issue of HMSC Currents.  As I write this article, there 
is a large excavator shredding and separating concrete, asphalt and rebar from the sand outside my window.  This marks the 
s
less than three weeks.
     While the Slab Project is moving forward, cabinets are being installed in Lab 123 of the 900 Building.  The completion 
date for this bright and cheery lab should be around the 
last week of January.  There have been some design 
changes for Lab 153 B in the 900 Building, but this lab 
will be completed no later than this spring.
     The Facilities Crew is hard at work remodeling the 
Cold Lab in the East Wing of 900 and it is hoped this lab 
will be online near the end of January.
     Facilities has finished cleaning all but one seawater 
line on campus and will be finishing this up shortly and 
will signal the end of the first pass through all the sea-
water distribution lines at HMSC.  The city was gracious 
enough to lend HMSC the use of their vacuum truck and 
crew for the cleaning of these lines.  This cleaning has 
stopped cloudy water from entering the Visitor Center 
after backwashing and is providing our resident octopus 
with crystal clear water.
     The Table Storage project should be starting very 
soon.  Bids went out last week for this and we should 
soon have them back  and then will start on the project.  
As always, the crews are keeping up with the continual 
maintenance needs of HMSC and are available to meet 
your maintenance  needs.

- Randy Walker

Facilities Update

The HMSC facilities crew gets a demonstration from Mark Ilgian, an engineer from 
Spears Manufacturing, on how to rebuild one of the 10” valves used in the seawater 
system on campus.   Routine training sessions such as this help ensure that mainte-
nance personnel stay current with “state of the art” methods.  Facilities manager Randy 
Walker also organizes an annual lunchtime training on the proper way to glue and join 
PVC fittings, for graduate students and facilities personnel from NOAA and EPA. “It 
really saves us a lot of time when everybody knows how to do it right” says Randy.

(l to r) David Stick, 
Jay Peterson, and Leah 
Feinberg

George Boehlert presents Dave Jacobson with one of three awards 
given by the OSU Research Office for exceptional performance by 
a Faculty Research Assistant/Associate.  The other two awardees   

for 2004 were Sean 
Matson and Haru 
Matsumoto.

Janet Lamberson (l) and Sara Heimlich sample the 
tasty hors dʼouevres.

John Chapmanʼs son Jack shows what 
a raffle prize winner can do in a year 
(with some practice)!

(l to r) Julia Clemons.        
Gwen, Jessica, and Jim 
Waddell, and Susan 
Merle
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were looking out for me. I was in the National Park at the time 
and on a rock 200m away from the beach checking the radio 
signals tracking the elephants. I watched my truck get swept 
away.  We stayed up there for a few hours not knowing what 
was happening and then walked the 24km inland to the park 
HQ taking whoever survived.”
     Manori went on to describe the destruction she had wit-
nessed and the relief efforts that her research station staff were 
beginning to organize in the absence of any large scale inter-
national aid.  Todd forwarded the email to the HMSC com-
munity list, offering to coordinate any donations that people 
might want to make.  Within hours he had received hundreds 
of dollars in donations, and over three thousand dollars by the 

time of this writing.  For more information or to make a dona-
tion, email Todd at todd.miller@oregonstate.edu
     Another local effort launched by Ginny Goblirsch and the 
Newport Fishermenʼs Wives Association, is working with 
the National Fisheries Solidarity Movement of Sri Lanka, to 
provide local fishers and their families with immediate and 
long-term aid in rebuilding their capacity to continue fishing 
and providing food and jobs to their communities.  Dona-
tions may be made in person at any branch of U.S. Bank, to 
the Newport Fishermenʼs Wives Tsunami Aid Fund. Checks 
may also be sent to Newport Fishermenʼs Wives Association, 
POB 791, Newport, OR 97365. Note on the check that it is for 
tsunami aid.

Tsunami continued from page 1

HMSC is accepting applications for the summer 2005 Research Experience for 
Undergraduates (REU) internship program, scheduled for June 12 to August 20.  
The REU program attracts students from across the U.S. to the Oregon coast 
every summer to work on marine science research projects under the direction of 
faculty mentors at the HMSC.   
     With funding from the National Science Foundation, the HMSC is able to 
host ten undergraduate students in the summer of 2005 (up from 8 last year), 
with on-site housing and round-trip transportation provided, along with a weekly 
stipend for expenses.   Open to students who have completed at least two years 
of coursework, the program takes advantage of the Hatfield centerʼs unique labo-
ratory facilities and easy access to the ocean and estuarine environments.  
     Students interested in the Summer of 2005 internships can read learn more 
about the program and get application materials on the web at www.hmsc.or-
egonstate.edu/REU.  The application deadline is February 22, 2005.
   Any faculty members interested in serving as mentors should contact the REU 
program coordinator, Ken Hall (email: ken.hall@oregonstate.edu)

NSF-funded research internship program to 
bring 10 undergraduates to HMSC this summer

HMSC donations benefit local 
families and Lincoln County 
Food Share
Five large boxes of canned and packaged food donated by 
HMSC employees and students were delivered to Lincoln 
County Food Share just before the holidays.  In addition, 
through the coordinating efforts of Food Share, the Salvation 
Army, and My Sisterʼs Place, the HMSC community sponsored 
a total of six families by collecting new toys, clothes, and other 
gifts for local families.  Flyers encouraging employees to “adopt 
a family for the holidays” were posted in the mailrooms of each 
of the main buildings, along with family wish lists and infor-
mation on childrenʼs ages, clothing sizes, etc.   Thank you to 
all of the students and employees from across the HMSC who 
responded generously, and helped make the holidays happy for 
other families in our community. 
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The R/V Wecoma left home port on December 27 
setting sail for Honolulu, where it will be based for the 
next four months of research cruise activity. Principal 
investigators scheduled for ship time include oceanog-
raphers from OSU, the University of Alaska-Fairbanks, 
University of California– Santa Barbara, University of 
Hawaii, and the Univerity of South Carolina.

How to avoid email scams - advice from Dann Cutter, Computer Support Services
Gone Phishing?  Sadly this is not the kind that results in a nice dinner. Recently,  more and more people are being enticed into giving 
away valuable credit and banking information by an email technique known as ʻphishingʼ. 
     The usual method is that you receive a fraudulent email from a bank at which you might do business or have an account. They state 
that there has been a problem, or that some activity has occurred, or even that people are trying to scam you. Then the real scam be-
gins: they direct you to a link which for all purposes 
looks like it directs you to the bank or credit card in 
question. What the link actually does is takes you to 
a fake website which looks identical to your bankʼs. 
The fraudulent website asks you to login, or worse, 
enter ʻverification  ̓information, including your 
social security number. This information is then cap-
tured easily by the scam artist and you are quietly 
directed to the real bankʼs website. 
     At this point there is little to tell you that your 
information has now been stolen, and at the end of 
the day, someone else can now login to your bank 
or credit account, get all sorts of information about 
you and worse, steal thousands of dollars.  And 
you GAVE them the information. This is known as 
ʻphishingʼ. All the ʻphisher  ̓has to do is get lucky 
with the millions of email they send out an hour. 
If only 5 people respond, it can easily net tens of 
thousands of dollars before the victimʼs can even 
react. Worse, up to 5% of the people which have 
legitimate accounts with these banks and receive 
this email are falling for this scam.
     How can you protect yourself? First and fore-
most, ʻDonʼt Trust Emailʼ!  You would not give your 
personal information away to someone who called 
and claimed to be from your bank, why do it with 
a website, just because it looks real. Links in email 
can easily be spoofed or faked.  Even info which 
you would swear has the right URL, can be mislead-
ing, and direct you to a site to steal your informa-
tion. So, the second easiest way to protect yourself is 
to NEVER follow an email link. If you think your account or bank needs information from you, go to their website directly. Remem-
ber, banks already have this info - they donʼt need you to give it to them again. 
     Finally, internet banking is very safe, but only if you are careful. Be careful. Be suspicious. Be wary.  Be on alert. If it sounds iffy, 
donʼt do it. A great resource if you are concerned about ʻphising  ̓is: http://www.antiphishing.org/ . This site can tell you about what to 
look out for, as well as what to do if you have accidently fallen for a fake email.
     So again, donʼt get hooked by a ʻphisherʼ, and ʻNEVER TRUST EMAIL̓ !   Itʼs convenient, but the phone on your desk is not just 
an old fashioned paperweight.

Heading for 
warmer waters...

An example of a recent “phishing  ̓expedition received via email. (Ken didnʼt bite)


