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Save the date!  Saturday, June 25th

       Roy Lowe, project leader/manager for the Oregon Coast 
National Wildlife Refuge complex at HMSC, was honored 
by the National Wildlife Refuge Association and the National 

Fish and Wildlife Foundation with the Paul Kroegel Refuge 
Manager of the Year Award.   According to Evan Hirsche from 
the NWRA, the award - named for the first manager of the 
nationʼs first wildlife refuge - recognizes the “exceptional con-
tributions” Lowe has made toward “protecting and furthering 
the mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System.” Recipi-
ents of the award must have demonstrated “career-long com-
mitment and dedication to the cause of wildlife conservation” 
and the ability to effectively deal with various partners and the 
public, while using often scarce funds and limited resources to 
“get the job done.”
       “Itʼs more of a way of life than a job,” said Lowe, not-
ing that he was “stunned” at his selection from among many 
deserving individuals - all the more so when considering that 
he is only the second person on the West Coast to receive the 
award.
     Loweʼs focus on wildlife began at a very young age, when 
he went hunting and fishing with relatives. While in middle 
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Recognizing contributions of HMSC personnel 
National awards go to Roy Lowe of USFWS and Bill Peterson of NOAA-NWFSC 

       Northwest Fisheries Science Center scientist Bill Peter-
son was recognized by the U.S. Department of Commerce 
with a Bronze Medal, the highest honorary award granted by 
the NOAA Administrator.  The Bronze Medal is awarded to 

individuals, teams, or organizations, and recognizes superior 
performance characterized 
by outstanding or significant 
contributions, which have 
increased NOAA̓ s efficien-
cy and effectiveness. 
     Bill was recognized for 
his contributions in develop-
ing a NOAA-wide Climate 
and Ecosystem program 
element that represents the 
needs of all NOAA line 
offices in time for the FY06 
funding cycle.   Congratula-
tions, Bill!

(left to right) Vice Admiral Lautenbacher, Bill Peterson, Jon Oliver and an uniden-
tified woman at the NOAA awards ceremony in December in Washington, DC.

Roy Lowe stands in the lobby of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceʼs regional 
office at HMSC

continued on pg. 2
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school, he discovered he could eventually get a job as a game 
warden. “Imagine getting paid for doing something you love,” 
he noted, and Lowe decided then and there to go after it hook, 
line, and sinker.
     A degree in wildlife management from Humboldt State 
University led to employment with the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service in northern Alabama, mostly on water develop-
ment projects (dams and such). “You had to be flexible and go 
where they needed you,” Lowe said of his time in the heat and 
humidity of the Old South.
     But he yearned to return to home territory in the West, and 
eventually transferred to San Francisco Bay Wildlife Refuges, 
where he spent four years before the Oregon coast position 

opened up.
     “It was a plum opportunity, and I was fortunate enough to 
get it,” said Lowe, who was the lone staff member (as a wildlife 
biologist) for four coastal refuges when he arrived in 1985.
     Today, Lowe manages a full-time staff of seven USFWS 
employees, plus a vast assortment of volunteers, four “friends” 
groups, and numerous partnerships, all working together to 
protect a rich assembly of fish, sea birds, and other wildlife 
resources on six refuges covering 3,295 acres along 320 miles 
of Oregon coastline.
     It seems tiny compared to the 95 million acres in the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System encompassing 545 refuges and 
thousands of small wetlands and other special areas managed 
by the USFWS - the principal federal agency responsible for 
conserving, protecting, and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants, 
and their habitats. But its impact far exceeds the comparatively 
diminutive size.
     “Itʼs not the size so much as the complexity,” Lowe ex-
plained.   The rocks, islands, and headlands protected by the 
Oregon Coast refuges provide habitat for 1.2-million nesting 
seabirds, and much if not most of Oregonʼs seal and sea lion 
populations. “We have more seabirds nesting in Oregon than in 
Washington and California combined,” noted Lowe.
     Tidal marshes provide essential rearing habitat for juve-
nile salmon, and thousands of migrating shorebirds use tidal 
mudflats to rest during their spring and autumn journeys. The 
refuges also protect rare, declining habitats such as sphagnum 
bog, forested wetland, and old-growth Sitka spruce forests.

     Lowe has played a key role in facilitating this protection. 
Under his leadership, the Oregon coast refuge system has added 
about 1,400 acres during the past 10 years. Accomplishing that 
task requires working with people, privately and publicly, from 
all walks of life.
     Working with land conservancy groups, private landowners, 
and Native American tribes, Lowe fostered the acquisition of 
the undeveloped headland at Crook Point on the south coast, 
Coquille Point in Bandon, the archaeologically significant Ni-
les-tun Unit of Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge, and 
botanically rich Neskowin Marsh. At the Nestucca Bay refuge, 
he recently coordinated the purchase of the remaining tracts 
of land to allow the USFWS to proceed with an 87-acre tidal 
marsh restoration project to benefit juvenile salmon. At Bandon 
Marsh, Loweʼs diligence recently led to the acquisition of land 
needed to begin the largest tidal marsh restoration in the state. 
Impressed with Loweʼs vision, a number of landowners have 
donated valuable, ecologically significant pieces of land to the 
coastal refuges.
     Public outreach and educating visitors about habitat protec-
tion is, by his own admission, Loweʼs biggest challenge.
“Visitors can see everything they need to see from the shorelines 
and headlands without disturbing the wildlife,” he noted. “The 
birds and other wildlife have enough natural disturbances with-
out human interference.” Yet many persist in climbing the rocks 
or engaging in other 
activities that disturb or 
harm either the wildlife 
or their habitats or both. 
Itʼs a never-ending task 
full of challenges that 
Roy Lowe seems more 
than capable of han-
dling.
     Lowe, 51, lives 
in Waldport with his 
wife, Laurie. Their 
three grown sons - the 
youngest being 21 - all 
live in the Portland area.  
“This is a great place to 
live and work,” Lowe 
concluded.

Three Arch Rocks -- the first of Oregonʼs six coastal refuges.

Roy Lowe  continued from pg. 1

Written by Terry Dillman, Newport News Times, reprinted with permission.
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HMSC Currents - Fall 04Library News
Electronic Journal Coverage Expands 
The OSU Libraries now subscribe to over 900 online journals 
published by Kluwer and Springer.  The library staff members 
are hard at work adding coverage information to the OSU Li-
braries online catalog.  This project also includes thousands of 
titles available through the Ebscohost databases.  Soon, over 
400 journals published by Wiley will be added.  The shift to 
online journals will continue.  The shift to electronic reflects 
an ongoing commitment to move away from a print collec-
tion to one that is more accessible to all at OSU.  For the Guin 
Library, this means that the following  titles will be digital 
rather than print format, starting now:  
Aquaculture International; Coral Reefs; 
Environmental Biology of Fishes; Fish 
Physiology and Biochemistry; Helgo-
land Marine Research; Marine Biology; 
Marine Geophysical Researches; and Zoo Biology. 

Itʼs a little hard to believe that some of these ʻclassics  ̓for a 
marine station will not be on the physical shelf. For those of 
you who browse,  the move to electronic means youʼll have 
to think about changing your habits.   One way to supplement 
your browsing is to use a content alerting service such as In-
genta.  If you can access online databases or full-text journals 
from your office, consider setting up a search profile or alert-
ing service in the Ingenta database.  Library staff members 
will be happy to help you set this up.  This service is available 
to OSU and NOAA people.

If you donʼt see the title you want in the display area or in 
the stacks, be sure to check the online catalog at http://oasis.
orst.edu or the e-journal list at http://mw8xt6bj7r.search.
serialssolutions.com/  You might be pleasantly surprised by 
what you can get on your computer. A caveat: access to these 
are limited to those of you in our database or if youʼre using 
a computer in the OSU network. For those on the NOAA net-
work, check out the NOAA Libraries in Seattle journal page at 
http://161.55.144.17/search.htm 

Whatʼs In A Name? 
The latest display in the Guin Library explores the origins of 
names of marine creatures, coastal features, boats, and oceans. 
Often, we take a name for granted and do not consider why 
something or somewhere ended up with that weird name.  
Take the naming of new species. The describer may want to 
honor a mentor or a friend, or may want to relate shape or 
form.  Names can be political - who got there first or who 
endured.  Stop by and take a look. The display may make you 
think about names a little differently.

HMSC Station Bibliography Update 
Guin Library staff are continuing to create, update and refine 
the HMSC Bibliography located at:  
http://osulibrary.oregonstate.edu/guin/Feb25html.htm 

This “work in progress” currently features 1575 citations for 
publications written by researchers affiliated with HMSC 
between 1988 and 2004. The bibliography includes work by 
HMSC staff, faculty and students as well as work published 
by researchers from the variety of agencies located on the 
HMSC campus. Citations have been gleaned from previous 
HMSC Annual Reports; the project is ongoing and will grow 
as new work is published by those at HMSC.

Library staff are in the process of finding out how various 
HMSC departments and agencies keep track of their publi-
cations; we hope to establish an easy and consistent online 
submission form that could be used by all HMSC authors for 
sending in new citations to be included in the bibliography. 

If possible, we plan on implementing a digital collection of 
HMSC publications using the DSpace platform.  Take a look 
at the pilot site at OSU - https://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/  
- or look at the DSpace web site for more information - 
http://www.dspace.org/ 

Weʼd like to ask each HMSC author to peruse your own name 
in the current bibliography to ensure that the citation informa-
tion is correct for your work.  We want to include the work 
you published (but is not “in press”) for the years you have 
been present at HMSC.  Please let us know if you find errors 
or omissions in the list of work that has been included under 
your name. We will be happy to make corrections.
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Visitor Center News

Whale Watch Week events 
lined up for March 19-26
 
       March sees the return of many gray whales to 
Oregonʼs coastal waters as the grays continue on their 
northward migration to feeding areas in the Berin Sea 
and Chukchi Sea, north of Alaska.  March also sees 
many people coming to the coast in hopes of spotting a 
whale, and the third week of March is often the busiest, 
with many schools out of session and families taking 
vacations during Spring Break.
       The Visitor Center will be open 10am-5pm every 
day during Whale Watch Week (March 19-26) and has 
scheduled the following activities:

• A public marine mammal class is scheduled for 1:30-2:30 in Lab 31 (daily)
 
• Whale Tales/Storytelling with Barb Kellay begins at 2:30 in the new Wet Pets room (daily, except Wednesday)
 
• Daily updates on migrating gray whales will be posted on the Information Board.
 
• Marine Mammal videos will be shown in the Auditorium
 
• Special marine mammal displays and exhibits are featured throughout the Center
 
• Gray Whale calf skull preparation and articulation demonstration on Thursday and Friday afternoons.

Bill Hanshumaker demonstrates where baleen is found and explains how whales feed.

Invasive Species Exhibit Opening

Here Comes Trouble??  (left to right) Oregon Sea Grant Extension Program 
Leader Jay Rasmussen , Oregon Sea Grant Extension Specialist Sam Chan 
(who focuses on watershed health for Clackamas County), and Jon Luke, 
Oregon Sea Grant Marine Education Program Associate at HMSC, at the 
“Invasion of the Habitat Snatchers” exhibit opening.

One of several special table displays at the new invasive species exhibit 
opening on February 26.  This display is from the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, where Paul Heimowitz now works; Paul was the PI on this exhibit 
when he was with OSG Extension Watershed Health Clackamas County 
prior to Sam Chan.
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HMSC Currents - Fall 04Visitor Center News (continued)

Personnel News and Notes

Sylvia Yamada, Asst. Professor of Zoology at OSU, 
explains how grren crabs and other invasive species are 
affecting native crab populations in Oregon

Upcoming events for HMSC Visitor 
Center and Extension Sea Grant 

Home School Days - April 1
(for more information conact: Jesica Haxel)

Adult Education Institute - April 15
(for more information, conact Jon Luke)

Discovery Days (OSU Campus) April 12, 13
Earth Day - April 23
International Migratory Bird Day - May 14
(for more information, conact Bill Hanshumaker)

Tamara McGuire headed to Hawaii for monk seal research  project
     After serving for two years as the coordinator of the Marine Mammal Stranding 
Network, Tamara McGuire departed Oregon in mid March to take on a 5-month proj-
ect for the National Marine Fisheries Service in Hawaii.  She will be censusing and 
studying behaviors of Hawaiian monk seals.
     A wildlife biologist by training, Tamara spent much of her time and energy over 
the past couple of years educating the public about marine mammals and responding 
to stranding calls along the central Oregon coast.  
    Just a couple of weeks before her departure, Tamara was responding to a call about 
a stranded sea lion in Waldport when she got another call about a whale entangled in 
crab pot lines off Depoe Bay.  Within a couple of hours, Tamara and other members 
of the standing network were out on the water with the U.S. Coast Guard, which had 
been monitoring the whale from boats and a helicopter since it was spotted mid-
morning.  They rigged a pole with a hook and a sharp edge to try cut the ropes, and 
eventually managed to free the whale from two of the three buoys and most of the 

trailing line it had been dragging.
     The rescue operation received widespread news coverage, 
including articles in the Oregonian, the Register-Guard, the 
Statesman Journal, News Times, and the Newsguard; and televi-
sion news coverage on channels 2, 6, 8, and 12.
     Life will be quite different for Tamara on the remote atoll 
from which she will be studying the monk seal population.  
There are no human inhabitants (other than the NMFS field 
researchers), and of course no television, computers, or phones 
(yeaa!).  Food must be brought in weekly from the main islands.  
It will be a truly spartan field station experience, although Ta-
mara reports that there is at least fresh water for bathing.  
     Good luck, Tamara, and send pictures when you can!
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Personnel News & Notes (continued)

Where s̓ Craig?
       Anyone looking for Craig Toll these days can find him in 
the liquor store in Depoe Bay -- as the new proprietor, that is.  
       After almost 16 years working for OSU Sea Grant Exten-
sion at the Hatfield Marine Science Center, Craig resigned at 
the end of January to pursue an entrepreneurial opportunity as 
owner and operator of Depoe Bayʼs liquor store.  
       Friends and colleagues packed the Rogue Brewery in 
February to say goodbye.  The group presented Craig with 
two aerial photographs of the HMSC -- one from 1990, when 
he began his career here and a current one from this year 
of his departure.  The two photos were framed and matted 
together, with room for
well-wishers to add their signatures to the piece.   
       Good luck, Craig!

HMSC welcomes Norwegian researcher
       If you see this friendly face around the HMSC, take a mo-
ment to welcome Andreas Nordgreen, a PhD student from Nor-
way.  Andreas just arrived with his family from Bergen, Norway, 
and will be in residence at HMSC for the next 3 months.  
       He has a masterʼs degree in aquaculture from the University 
of Bergen and has been a PhD student at the National Institute of 
Nutrition of Seafood Research (NIFES) for the past year.
     “Hopefully, I am half way through my studies,” says Andreas.   
“My PhD is within the field of larvae nutrition and the focus of 
my work will be to evaluate formulated diets for use in nutritional 
studies on marine larva pre-metamorphosis.”
       Andreas came to the Hatfield Center to work for Professor 
Chris Langdon in his aquaculture research lab. He will be learn-
ing to produce the Zein complex particles developed here at the 
HMSC and use these in feeding Hawaiian blue-spotted Gobies. 

     “My hope is that this diet maybe can be used with success on Norwegian species that we have severe problems feeding at 
an early stage.”   
     Making the trip with Andreas are his wife Hanne and his daughter Mari, who is nearly 6 months old. It is the first time 
outside of Europe for both Hanne and Maris, so they are quite excited, he says. 
     Andreas enjoys a wide range of outdoor activities such as hiking, fishing, skiing, climbing and hunting, although he con-
fides that lately it has turned more over to activities like baby swimming.
      Welcome to the Oregon coast, Andreas!
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BYOB & S
       Stop by the HMSC staff lounge any Wednesday in March 
for a fun BYOB gathering during the lunch hour.  Yes, we are 
talking about a “liquid lunch”, but not the kind that comes in 
a bottle!  It is a “Bring your own BOWL” (and spoon) event, 
better known as the Wednesday Soup Kitchen.      
       Volunteers bring in pots of soup and bread/rolls and 
sweets, all of which are heartily consumed and enjoyed by 
HMSC staffers. Donations are collected for our local food bank 
operation, the Lincoln County Food Share.  These tasty soups 
and treats disappear fast, so donʼt be late, or you may be left 
scraping the bottom of the pot and nibbling crumbs from the 
brownie pan!

Winter 2005 Distinguished Lecturer Amatzia Genin (left) in post-
seminar discussion with Jody Stecher and Clare Reimers.

(left to right) Waldo Wakefield and Ric Brodeur greet Amatzia Genin 
after his Saturday morning public lecture.

HMSC Winter 2005 Distinguished Lecturer visit

Computing Services Briefs
Voicemail on your computer!
       OSU Telecommunication is now offering a new service 
which allows you to  get your audix voicemail messages 
either on your computerʼs web browser  or even via email. 
Using Lucent technology, one can login to the Audix  
system via the web, view, and even listen to voicemail on 
audix. 
       In  addition, once configured, this service also allows you 
to specially  login via email and download your voicemail 
onto your computer system  no differently than you would 

do to get your daily email. The service  is available for a one 
time setup fee of $50, please contact your  telephone coordi-
nator for more information and ordering.

https://tss.oregonstate.edu/cn/services/index.php?page=osu_
unified_messaging

Mac users should be aware that the service does not currently 
have an  OSX capable client, though does work with OS 9 in 
classic mode.

HMSC Happenings
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     “Seas of Change, 40 years of Discovery”
SeaFest is the Hatfield Marine Science Centerʼs annual open 
house and without a doubt our biggest event of the year.  There 
are plenty of ways you can help make this yearʼs SeaFest 
event the best one yet.  Send an email to Linda Brodeur (linda.
bordeur@oregonstate.edu) or Ken Hall (ken.hall@oregonstate.
edu) letting us know when you might have a little time to give, and 
weʼll find something you will enjoy doing.  

If youʼre interested in 
providing a scientific exhibit (and we 
hope you are!), please contact Allen 
Cramer [bigalcramer@hotmail.com].  In 
your email, please provide some general 
information about the subject of your 
display.  Then weʼll finalize themes and 
work with all participants on planning (as 
necessary) as well as space and logisti-
cal needs.  For those of you who canʼt 
commit to an entire display, we also need 
volunteers to provide logistical support at the Science Zone.  So please contact 
Allen Cramer if you can help in that capacity.  Thanks for your participation!   

Saturday, 
June 25th

Getting
ready for  
big event?

Spring is in the air!
     Donʼt forget...
... to submit any content 
you have for the next issue 
of Currents, scheduled to 
come out in mid June.

Photos, articles, news 
briefs, calendar items are 
all welcome.

Send whatever you have to 
ken.hall@oregonstate.edu

Deadline for next issue is 
June 5th.


