
Sunny skies greeted the Spring 2008 Marine Biology class 
on the first day of their intensive 11-week course based at the 
Hatfield Marine Science Center.  HMSC Academic Program 
Coordinator Itchung Cheung greeted the 22 OSU undergraduates 
and provided an orientation and campus walk-around tour which 
included a tour of the R/V Wecoma, courtesy of Pete Zerr.

Led by Associate Professor of Zoology Sally Hacker (bottom 
left spot in photo) and other OSU College of Science faculty, 
with assistance from Margot Hessing Lewis (right behind Sally 
in the photo) and other TAs, the course is divided into 7 topics or 
sections that include: 1) coastal geology and oceanography   
2) marine invertebrate biology and natural 

Welcome Marine Biology students!

The SeaFest Organizing Committee is busily preparing for 
this year’s event, under the direction of event coordinator Lisa 
Mulcahy (see Lisa’s profile in the Personnel News and Notes sec-
tion of this newsletter.)   The theme for 2008 is “Ocean Frontiers: 
On the Crest of Discovery”  Check out the website for informa-
tion on what is planned for this year:  www.hmsc.oregonstate.edu/
seafest

The core of SeaFest is the displays of the science activities 
conducted here on the campus and the opportunity to interact with 
the general public to communicate your work.   Like last year, the 
Science Zone will be in and around the Barry Fisher Bldg.   As al-
ways, visitors love touching things and trying out simple activities 
that offer a fun learning experience.  And remember, the typical 
group visiting your exhibit is likely to have both kids and adults.   
All tables and displays will need to be staffed for the entire day, so 
please plan accordingly. 
        Even if your program elects 
not to have an exhibit for Sea Fest, this year, there will also be 
opportunities for volunteers to 
help with preparations and on the 
day of the event.  Let us know if 
you are able to help out as a vol-
unteer!   Call Lisa Mulcahy at 
541-867-0219 or send an email to: 
seafest@oregonstate.edu 

Gearing up for SeaFest 2008
Mark you calendar for Saturday, June 28th  

Don’tmiss it!
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With widespread news coverage of the Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council’s recommendations to 
close the chinook salmon fishery from Tillamook Coun-
ty all the way down to the US-Mexico border, researchers 
at HMSC have been contacted by reporters covering vari-
ous aspects of the story.

Bill Peterson has recently been featured in 
numerous newspaper, radio and television broadcasts 
concerning the role that ocean conditions might have 
played in the tragic declines of chinook salmon stocks 
in the northern California Current.  An article on the 
crisis that ran in the Sunday New York Times a few 
weeks ago caught the eye of the Bureau Chief for 
“France-2”, a French Public Broadcast station and 
CNN affiliate.  They called asking if Bill would help 
them put together a story, which he agreed to do, leading to a 
film crew to visit Newport on April 2nd.

Bill and fellow NOAA Fisheries biologist Peter Lawson 
acted as hosts for the international media visit, with much of 
the time spent at the docks interviewing fishermen. Bill and 
Pete also contributed their thoughts through lengthy inter-
views.  The day ended with a short trip to the bounding main 

on the Elakha.  The story 
will appear in France, with 

voice-over French, says Bill, “so if you 
see the show, and think that 
either Pete or I can speak 
French, you would be mis-
taken.”

Michael Banks and Gil 
Sylvia of the Coastal Oregon 
Marine Experiment Station 
(COMES) were quoted in Eu-
gene and Salem news articles 
about the implications of the 

Council’s decision not to allow even 
a limited number of salmon to be 

caught for scientific research efforts to better understand species 
distribution and migration.  With two years of data from Oregon 
coastal waters collected through the Collaborative Research 
on Oregon Ocean Salmon (CROOS) project, Banks and Sylvia 
were hoping to expand the research to California and Washing-
ton this year.  Their comments were also picked up by televi-
sion news reports as far away as Alaska.

When the news media calls... 

continued on p. 2

continued on p. 2
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history, 3) marine algae and natural his-
tory, 4) marine community ecology, 5) 
marine fish biology and natural history, 
6) marine conservation and policy, and 7) 
small group research projects.  

The students maintain a blog where 
they post daily journal entries and photos 
highlighting their experiences in the 
class, including this entry from the end 
of the first week of class: 

Sally taught us all there is to know 
about Cnidarians and Ctenophores today! 
The Phyla Cniria includes sea anemones, 
jellies, and corals and stands for “stinging 
thread”. With 19 girls in the class there 
was a lot of “ooohhing” and “aaaahh-
ing” at the pictures of all the cute little 
jellies! We had the pleasure of having Dr. 
Virginia Weiss come over from the OSU 
main campus and talk to us about the 
symbioses between Cnidarians and ma-
rine algae. To wrap up the day we spent 
alomst two hours in the field at Straw-
berry Hill collecting invertebrates to 
bring back to our laboratory at Hatfield. 
As a class we collected anemones, sea 
stars, nudibranchs, limpets, chitins, mus-
sels, barnacles, marine worms, annelids, 
and more, and introduced them to their 
temporary home at HMSC! These animals 
will be our learning buddies (or teachers 
if you will) in the lab for the next week 
while we learn all there is to know about 
marine invertebrates!

Check out the students’ blog at: 
http://www.marinebio450.blogspot.com

Marine Biology Class
(continued from p. 1)

Marine Mammal Institute researchers study 
migration of gray whales along Oregon coast
Contributed by Joel Ortega, OSU Marine Mammal Institute

Recent plans to develop wave energy 
farms off the Oregon coast have raised 
concerns about the potential effects on 
the marine environment. Among these 
concerns are the potential effects of the 
wave farms on gray whales migrating 
along the Oregon coast. To address that 
question, the Oregon State University 
Marine Mammal Institute is conducting 
a study on the migration patterns of gray 
whales off Yaquina Head. This research is 
funded by the Oregon Wave Energy Trust 
and supported by the Bureau of Land 
Management, Yaquina Head Outstanding 
Natural Area.

The objective of the study is to ob-
tain up to date information on the areas 
used by gray whales when they pass by 
Yaquina Head. MMI researchers will 
estimate distance to shore and water depth 
preferences of the migrating whales. They 

will also obtain detailed behavioral 
observations (e.g., speed, path, and 
surfacing rate) by tracking individu-
als. Observations gathered before the 
wave energy structures are deployed, 
during the 2007-2008 migration, will 
serve as a baseline for comparison 
once the wave energy farms are 
deployed

Data for this study are collected   
from an observation station located on the 
deck next to Yaquina Head lighthouse. 
Three observers from the MMI stand 
watch on good weather days to track 
whales with the aid of binoculars and a 
theodolite (a surveyor’s instrument which 
measures angles with great accuracy). 
The theodolite is connected to a computer 
which uses custom software to convert 
angle measurements into distance from 
the observation point. Location of the 

Marine Mammal Institute observers recording data 
on Gray Whales during northward migration past Yaquina 

whales is then plotted into a GIS for real 
time visualization of tracked whale loca-
tions. Fieldwork for this project started in 
December and will continue through the end 
of May. 

Meanwhile, a more literal “earth 
shaking” event off the Oregon coast, a 
swarm of mover than 600 earthquakes 
occurring over the first ten days of April 
in the middle of the Juan de Fuca plate, 
made headlines in the Corvallis Gazette-
Times, Salem Statesman Journal, and 
beyond.  Bill Chadwick and Bob Dziak 
of the OSU-NOAA Cooperative Institute 
for Marine Resources Studies (CIMRS) 
were quoted on the unexpected character-
istics of the seismic activity, which was 
located far from plate boundary or ridge 
where quakes are usually centered and 
did not follow the usual pattern of a large 
quake followed by a series of smaller 
aftershocks.

On the other side of the Pacific, 
Rob Suryan and collaborators from the 
Yamashina Institute for Ornithology, 
Ministry of Environment Japan, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and U.S. Geological 
Survey received international press at-
tention in February for their research and 
conservation work with the endangered 
short-tailed albatross which is threatened 
by volcanic activity on one of its two 

island nesting sites in Japan.  Articles in 
several Japanese newspapers, including 
the English language version of the Asahi 
Shimbun, reported on the successful trans-
location of 10 short-tailed albatross chicks 
from Torishima to Mukojima (Bonin 
Islands/Ogasawara) in February.   

Seen or heard any other HMSC people 
quoted in the news media?  Send your 
news tips to Ken Hall (ken.hall@oregon-

Susan Merle provided this map image to National 
Geographic News for an article on their web page, show-
ing locations on Juan de Fuca Plate where earthquakes 
were detected by the SOSUS hydrophone arrays, oper-
ated by the NOAA Vents Program and OSU scientists.

When the news media calls...   
(continued from front page)

state.edu).
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HMSC Currents  - April ‘08Academic Programs News
Know someone who might be interested in taking a class at HMSC 
this summer?  Tell them to check out the Summer 2008 Program 
in Marine and Environmental Studies. All courses are hands-on 
and taught in an intensive one- to three-week format (3-4 quarter 
credits each). This provides flexibility for students with limited 
time schedules (e.g., teachers and other professionals). Taking 
courses in sequence allows students to earn up to 15 quarter credits 
during the summer, and internships allow for up to 16 quarter 
credits.  Courses include: 
  Introduction to Marine Biology - BI 299 
  Biology & Conservation of Marine Mammals - FW 302/BI 302 
  Eco and Adventure Tourism - FOR 371/808
  Aquatic Biological Invasions - BI 421 and FW 421/521/808
  Aquaculture and Aquarium Science - FW 499/599/808
  Understanding Free-Choice Learning for Education - SED 431/531/808

For more information, see the HMSC web page: http://hmsc.oregonstate.edu/summer.html

News from HsO

Thanks to the chefs, bakers, volunteers 
and all the people who came out and sup-
ported the Hatfield Students Organization-
sponsored Chili Cook-off event!!  We were 
able to raise $286!!

For their cooking efforts, each chef 
(George Boehlert, Olga Rowe, Marisa 
Litz, Mark Nielsen, Deborah Boylen and 
Lisa Mulchay) went home with a hot sauce 
from Mo Betta Mo Hotta, and each baker 
(Lauire Weitkamp, Londi Tomaro, Dawn 
Grafe and Monita Cheever) received an 
individual baking dish from Fred Meyer.  
Additional awards went to the first and 
second place winners. 

The top vote getter for “favorite 
chili” was made by George Boehlert who 
received a $20 gift certificate from North-

west Kitchens on the Newport bayfront, a 
HsO appreciation certificate, and a trophy 
designed by Mattias Johansson and Tom 
Matteson.  The second favorite chili was 
made by Deborah Boylen who received a 
$10 gift certificate from Northwest Kitch-
ens and a HsO appreciation certificate.  
Recipes for the winning entry and some of 
the competition have been posted on the 

HsO website: http://hmsc.oregonstate.edu/
HsO/2008ChiliCookoff.htm 

Ideas are already brewing for the next 
contest to battle for HMSC Top Chef.  Bak-
ers....dust off those favorite recipes.  This 
Fall, the HsO is looking to host a baking 
competition to celebrate all the wonderful 
fruit available at the end of summer.  

Stay tuned!  - Becka

Chili Cook-Off raises $286

In case you haven’t heard... the Hat-
field Students Organization (HsO) has 
been hosting a reading group at the Rogue 
Brewery in South Beach, offering a weekly 
get-together opportunity to discuss a se-
lected scientific article.  So, here is another 
chance to regenerate your brain cells over 
a pint of beer amid the good and friendly 
company of Hatfield grad students.  Note, 
the group has recently moved to the new 
meeting time of MONDAYS at 5:20PM. 

The HsO is looking for suggestions 
for papers they should be reading in the 
weekly reading group meetings. Is there 

a classic paper 
in your field that 

you think everyone should know? Did you 
read something recently that was thought-
provoking? Do you want to increase the 
number of citations of one of your own 
papers? Send a PDF to Mattias.Johans-
son@oregonstate.edu and he’ll add it to the 
reading group list. 

Some recent titles include: Crowder 
et al.’s (2000) Source-sink population 
dynamics and the problem of siting marine 
reserves, Paine’s 1966 Food web complex-
ity and species diversity, and Platt’s 1964 
Strong Inference paper.  Check out the 
current list at: http://hmsc.oregonstate.edu/
HsO/ReadingGroup.htm

Reading is fun...  at the Rogue
Cheap labor!
HsO is planning a new feature 
in its website, we will post ads 
from  people who need field 
or lab volunteers. So if you 
need any, send an email to any 
of the HsO officers with your 
contact info, a description of 
the type of assistance needed, 
hours, etc.
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Guin Library News

(from Web of Science)  

Recent publications by 
HMSC and Astoria authors

Controlled and in situ target strengths of the jumbo squid Dosidicus gigas 
and identification of potential acoustic scattering sources
Benoit-Bird, Kelly J.; Gilly, William F.; Au, Whitlow W. L.; Mate, Bruce
JOURNAL OF THE ACOUSTICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 123 (3): 
1318-1328 MAR 2008
===============================================

The 2005 eruption of Sierra Negra volcano, Galapagos, Ecuador
Geist, Dennis J.; Harpp, Karen S.; Naumann, Terry R.; Poland, Michael; 
Chadwick, William W.; Hall, Minard; Rader, Erika
BULLETIN OF VOLCANOLOGY 70 (6): 655-673 APR 2008
===============================================

Mother-offspring association in the humpback whale, Megaptera
novaeangliae: following behaviour in an aquatic mammal
Szabo, Andy; Duffus, Dave
ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR 75: 1085-1092 Part 3 MAR 2008
===============================================

Evolution of West Rota volcano, an extinct submarine volcano in the 
southern Mariana Arc: Evidence from sea floor morphology, remotely 
operated vehicle observations and Ar-40-Ar-39 geochronological studies 
Stern, Robert J.; Tamura, Yoshihiko; Embley, Robert W.; Ishizuka, 
Osamu; Merle, Susan G.; Basu, Neil K.; Kawabata, Hiroshi; Bloomer, 
Sherman H.
ISLAND ARC 17 (1): 70-89 MAR 2008
===============================================

Parasite-associated mortality of juvenile Pacific salmon caused by the 
trematode Nanophyetus salmincola during early marine residence
Jacobson, Kym Corporon; Teel, David; Van Doornik, Donald M.; Casil-
las, Edmundo
MARINE ECOLOGY-PROGRESS SERIES 354: 235-244 2008
===============================================

Decadal variability in the northeast Pacific in a physical-ecosystem
model: Role of mixed layer depth and trophic interactions
Alexander, Michael; Capotondi, Antonietta; Miller, Arthur; Chai, Fei; 
Brodeur, Richard; Deser, Clara
JOURNAL OF GEOPHYSICAL RESEARCH-OCEANS 113 (C2): Art. 
No. C02017 FEB 21 2008
===============================================

Hot iron branding of seals and sea lions
Horning, Markus
AUSTRALIAN VETERINARY JOURNAL 86 (4): 113-113 APR 2008
===============================================

Origins and temporal scales of hypoxia on the Louisiana shelf:
Importance of benthic and sub-pycnocline water metabolism
Eldridge, Peter M.; Morse, John W.
MARINE CHEMISTRY 108 (3-4): 159-171 JAN 16 2008
==============================================

Using a baited camera to assess relative abundance of juvenile Pacific-
cod: Field and laboratory trials
Stoner, A. W.; Laurel, B. J.; Hurst, T. P.
JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL MARINE BIOLOGY AND 
                                          ECOL OGY 354 (2): 202-211 JAN 18 2008

Monitoring glucocorticoid response to rehabilitation and research
procedures in California and Steller sea lions
Petrauskas, Lisa; Atkinson, Shannon; Gulland, Frances; Mellish, Jo-
Ann; Horning, Markus
JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL ZOOLOGY PART A-ECOLOGI-
CAL GENETICS AND PHYSIOLOGY 309A (2): 73-82 FEB 1 2008
============================================== 

A dynamic model of an estuarine invasion by a non-native seagrass
Almasi, Kama N.; Eldridge, Peter M.
ESTUARIES AND COASTS 31 (1): 163-176 FEB 2008
==============================================

Emergence of anoxia in the California current large marine ecosystem
Chan, F.; Barth, J. A.; Lubchenco, J.; Kirincich, A.; Weeks, H.;
Peterson, W. T.; Menge, B. A.
SCIENCE 319 (5865): 920-920 FEB 15 2008
==============================================

Beached birds and physical forcing in the California Current System
Parrish, Julia K.; Bond, Nicholas; Nevins, Hannah; Mantua, Nathan; 
Loeffel, Robert; Peterson, William T.; Harvey, James T.
MARINE ECOLOGY-PROGRESS SERIES 352: 275-288 2007
==============================================

Population as an oscillating system
Gertsev, Vladimir I.; Gertseva, Vladlena V.; Matson, Sean E.
ECOLOGICAL MODELLING 210 (3): 242-246 JAN 24 2008
==============================================

Parsimony dictates a human introduction: on the use of genetic and 
other data to distinguish between the natural and human-mediated 
invasion of the European snail Littorina littorea in North America 
Chapman, John W.; Blakeslee, April M. H.; Carlton, James T.; Bell-
inger, M. Renee
BIOLOGICAL INVASIONS 10 (2): 131-133 FEB 2008
==============================================

Digital image analysis of Zostera marina leaf injury
Boese, Bruce L.; Clinton, Patrick J.; Dennis, Danielle; Golden, Robert 
C.; Kim, Bryan
AQUATIC BOTANY 88 (1): 87-90 JAN 2008
==============================================

Venting of acid-sulfate fluids in a high-sulfidation setting at NW
rota-1 submarine volcano on the mariana arc
Resing, J. A.; Lebon, G.; Baker, E. T.; Lupton, J. E.; Embley, R. W.;
Massoth, G. J.; Chadwick, W. W., Jr.; De Ronde, C. E. J.
ECONOMIC GEOLOGY 102 (6): 1047-1061 SEP-OCT 2007
==============================================

Interannual and geographical variability of the brood size euphausiids 
Euphausia pacifica and Thysanoessa spinifera along the Oregon coast 
(1999-2004)
Gomez-Gutierrez, Jaime; Feinberg, Leah R.; Shaw, Tracy C.; Peterson, 
William T.
DEEP-SEA RESEARCH PART I-OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH 
PAPERS 54 (12): 2145-2169 DEC 2007
===============================================

Inbreeding effects on growth and survival in a naturalized popula-
tion of the Pacific oyster (Crassostrea gigas) revealed using molecular 
marker-based estimates of parental relatedness
Camara, M. D.; Evans, S.; Langdon, C.
AQUACULTURE 272: S247-S247 Suppl. 1 2007
===============================================
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For me, a trip to Japan usually involves a week stuck in a 
Tokyo hotel room using a portable genetic laboratory to identify 
‘whale meat’ products purchased in local markets. But on a recent 
trip at the end of March, I had the opportunity to see another side 
of Japan and to experience the changing attitudes of some Japa-
nese towards whales. 

My colleague Naoko Funahashi, a long-time advocate for 
whale protection in Japan, had arranged to take Debbie Steel and 
me whale watching on the Zamami Islands near Okinawa. It was 
an epic journey of ‘many conveyances’. From our hotel in Tokyo, 
we traveled by rush-hour commuter train 
and monorail to Tokyo Airport where 
we boarded an aging Boeing 747 for 
a 2-hour flight to the city of Naha on 
the island of Okinawa, 1,000 km to the 
south. From the Naha airport, another 
monorail took us to a high-speed ferry 
terminal and an hour later we landed at 
the tiny village of Zamami-shima. After 
a brief introduction and an enthusiast 
orientation by the local whale watchers 
(all in Japanese), we headed out on a 
sport-fishing boat with a dozen Japanese 
tourists. 

Like Hawaii and the Pacific coast of 
Mexico, the semi-tropical waters around 
Okinawa and the neighboring Zamami 
Islands are winter breeding and calving 
habitat for humpback whales. Unlike 
the Hawaiian and Mexican ‘stocks’ of 
humpback whales, however, the num-
bers in the western or Asian stock have 
increased slowly and total abundance remains relatively low. Un-
derstanding the differences in the recovery of these stocks is one 
of the objectives of the SPLASH program (Structure of Popula-
tions, Levels of Abundance and Status of Humpbacks), a three-
year collaborative survey of humpback whales throughout the 
North Pacific. The Zamami Island whale watchers had contributed 
individual identification photographs and skin samples for genetic 
analysis to the SPLASH program. As the principal investigator for 
the genetic component of the program, one of the reasons for my 
visit was to report back on our recent results.

Researcher’s Notebook: As the winter breeding season was drawing to an end, we 
were lucky to find even a single whale. Having studied hump-
back whales around the world, I was not expecting to be overly 
impressed and for the first hour my faint expectations were well 
met. The whale surfaced briefly every 6-9 minutes, breathed three 
or four times and slipped back below the surface, barely rais-
ing its fluke. Had there been other whales available, we would 
surely have tried for something more interesting. But just as I was 
thinking about the potential for a quiet nap in the cabin, the whale 
exploded out of the water in a tremendous breach and the tour-
ists erupted in tremendous exclamation. The breaching whale and 
exclaiming tourists continued unabated for nearly an hour with 
continuous rapid-fire commentary from our whale watch guide 
who had already recognized the whale by its distinctively marked 
tail fluke and was recounting its history. The captain had aban-
doned the wheel to take photographs and decided to delay his next 
trip so that we could stay longer with the whale (not very Japa-

nese, I thought). Even the most jaded whale 
watcher could not help but be impressed.

That evening over dinner in the lo-
cal café, Debbie and I gave an impromptu 
presentation of the initial results of our 
SPLASH analysis from my laptop computer, 
with interpretation from Naoko. The director 
of the whale watch operation and his team 
were extremely interested to see the genetic 
differences between the different stocks and 
the evidence for the close relationship of the 
Okinawan wintering grounds to the sum-
mer feeding grounds near the Kamchatka 
Peninsula of Russia. We also talked about 
the decline of the local populations as result 
of commercial whaling around Okinawa 
during the 1950s and 60s, and the growth of 
local whale watching, since its start in 1991, 
as the stock has slowly recovered.

In the morning, before boarding the 
ferry for the return to Naha and initiating 

the many further conveyances required for our return to Tokyo 
and Newport, we came across a local monument to the humpback 
whale, guarding the harbor entrance. On the Zamami Islands, at 
least, Japan’s ancient culture of whaling seems to be transforming 
into a modern culture of whale watching.

C. Scott Baker
3 April 2008

  Scott Baker is Associate Director of the Cetacean Conservation   
  Genetics Lab (OSU Marine Mammal Institute) at HMSC.

Development of lipid microbeads for delivery of lipid and water-soluble 
materials to Artemia
Nordgreen, A.; Hamre, K.; Langdon, C.
AQUACULTURE 273 (4): 614-623 DEC 20 2007
================================================

Mixing of supersaturated assemblages and the precipitous loss of species
Roelke, Daniel L.; Eldridge, Peter M.
AMERICAN NATURALIST 171 (2): 162-175 FEB 2008
================================================

Effect of salt concentration and temperature of storage water on the
physicochemical properties of fish proteins
Choi, Y. J.; Lin, T. M.; Tomlinson, K.; Park, J. W.
LWT-FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 41 (3): 460-468 2008
================================================

A Japanese culture of whale watching 
thrives in Zamami Islands, Okinawa
Contributed by Scott Baker, Marine Mammal Institute 
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Sustainability Committee Update
The HMSC Sustainability Committee was created to provide an inter-

nal forum for discussion of sustainability issues as they relate to our work 
and operations at HMSC and also to our local communities and people’s 
daily lives outside of work.  Current efforts are focused on improving 
recycling and reducing the waste stream at HMSC and promoting energy 
efficiency and carbon reduction strategies.  The committee has recently 
proposed installation of additional weather-shielded bike racks at HMSC 
to encourage bicycling and is looking at other ways to help achieve 
Oregon’s greenhouse gas reduction goals and federal agency priorities 
identified through environmental management system (EMS) audits.

The committee meets approximately once a month and is open to any 
interested staff, students, or VC volunteers who are interested in support-
ing the mission:  

“To promote, through implementation and demonstration, sus-
tainable practices and technologies throughout HMSC and the 
community in order to effectively meet societies current needs 
while maintaining the Earth’s natural resources, biodiversity, and 
habitability for current and future generations.”

Minutes from committee meetings are posted online: http://hmsc.oregon-
state.edu/minutes.html  For more information, contact committee chair 
Ken Hall (ken.hall@oregonstate.edu)

Earth Day brown bag lunch talk 
to highlight local food movement

All are invited on Tuesday, April 22nd at 
12PM (until 1:15PM) in the Guin Library 
Seminar room for a brown bag lunch talk 
sponsored by the HMSC Sustainability Com-
mittee on the topic of “Local Food Systems”.  

Randy Walker (of Walker Farms and the 
Newport Farmers’ Market) and Sam Angima 
(Lincoln County Extension) will provide 
information on the history of agriculture and 
food production in Lincoln County, what is 
currently happening 
with local farmers, 
and the features 
and benefits of a 
locally-sourced food 
economy.   
Bring your lunch!  

HMSC Soup Kitchen 
raises $585 for
local food bank

Congratulations and thanks to all 
who participated in this winter’s soup 
kitchen.  Total proceeds from the five 
Tuesdays came to $585.00, all of which 
was donated to Lincoln County Food 
Share.   Special thanks go to all the 
cooks who gave of their time, talent and 
resources so generously:  

 Anjanette Baker  
 George Boehlert  
 Ric Brodeur  
 Fawn Custer  
 Bob Dziak  
 Leah Feinberg  
 Sara Heimlich  
 Keith Matteson  
 Dave Mellinger  
 Jennifer Menkel  

 Melody Pfister  
 Candace Rogers  
 Tracy Shaw  
 Maggie Sommer  
 Stacy Strickland  
 Londi Tomaro  
 Tom Wainwright  
 Waldo Wakefield  
 Laurie Weitkamp  
 Lynne Wright

The Cooks Hall of Fame 

Soup Kitchen organizer Candace Rogers 
of the HMSC Director’s Office presenrts 
proceeds from fundraiser to Nancy Smith 
of Lincoln County Food Share 

New and Familiar Faces around HMSC
Phil Barbour is a Senior Faculty Research Assistant in the Col-

lege of Engineering at OSU, interested in wind energy.  He splits his 
time between Corvallis and Newport, doing research 
related to regional weather modeling in coastal areas 
and the influence of winds on coastal ocean circu-
lations.  This work is done through the College of 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences, using weather 
models to estimate conditions where observations 
are either very expensive or physically difficult 
to obtain. “I work at the HMSC one to two days a 
week, primarily in the Library,” says Phil.  “This is 

a beautiful facility and one I 
appreciate very much.”

Phil grew up in San Diego and lived in Santa Barbara 
for several years before moving to Oregon to attend OSU 

and study Atmospheric Sciences.  After 
getting his BS in 1985,  he worked at the 
Pacific Northwest Labs in Richland Wash-
ington for a summer and then at the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography doing climate 
research and climate forecasting.  Phil 
worked for Jerome Nemias, a fairly well 
known researcher and ex head of the U.S. 
Weather Bureau (as it was known in the 
50’s) and one of the first to recognize the 
importance of ocean conditions in influenc-

HMSC Happenings 

Personnel News and Notes



New and Familiar Faces around HMSC  (continued)

ing climate.   “Seems obvious now, but in the 1960’s this was a 
fairly new concept,” Phil notes.

He left Scripps to return to graduate school, but not before 
spending six months traveling with his wife and surfing through 
China, South-east Asia, Australia and New Zealand  -- a truly 
great experience.  On his way to earning his Masters in 1992, Phil 
began working as a Research Assistant in the College of Engi-
neering at OSU.

Phil and his wife Virginia live in South Beach, having moved 
to the area 15 years ago when she was working with Paul Reno 
on Fish Disease research.  Virginia is currently a research as-
sistant in the Microbiology Department at OSU but occasionally 
has projects at the HMSC.   “We’ve stayed in the area because of 
the great attractions, the beaches, the rivers, the coastal valleys 
and mountains.  I’ve been an avid surfer for many years and can’t 
think of living anywhere else.  I’ve worked with the Surfrider 
Foundation over the years on a number of projects and helped 
start the local water quality monitoring program that is still active 
today.

Murray Bauer is a Special Agent for the NOAA Office of 
Law Enforcement.  His focus in fisheries enforcement spans three 
regions of the U.S. at three levels of Government. He comes to 

Newport from the Alaska region were 
he served NOAA for nearly 5 years. 
Prior to NOAA, Murray served as the 
police chief and municipal conserva-
tion shellfish warden for the island 
community of Islesboro, Maine. He 
also spent 6 years in the U.S. Coast 
Guard as a search and rescue boat 
coxswain and maritime law enforce-
ment boarding officer, during which 
time he led search and rescue mis-
sions and enforced boating safety, 
marine environmental and fisheries 

laws at sea at duty stations in Woods Hole, MA and Rockland, 
ME. At the state level, He worked as an intern with the New York 
State Environmental Conservation Police and with Massachusetts 
Environmental Police.

Murray was raised on a gentlemen’s farm along the Great 
Lakes in Lockport, NY. He earned a B.S. Degree in Environmen-
tal Sciences with a concentration in Conservation Law Enforce-
ment from Unity College in Unity, Maine. He is currently nearing 
the completion of a Master of Public Administration (MPA) 
degree with electives in Natural Resource Policy and Intergovern-
mental Relations from the University of Alaska Southeast. 

Though he has lived and worked in many areas of the U.S., he 
looks forward to exploring the uniqueness of the Northwest this 
summer. He also enjoyed the Oregon winter, while though rainy, 
was a pleasant break from the cold, dark Alaskan winters. 

In addition to his service in fish and wildlife enforcement, 
Murray served as a deputy sheriff in Maine and volunteered as a 
firefighter and emergency medical technician in several commu-
nities where he has lived. Additionally, he has volunteered as an 
inland search and rescue team member and Community Emer-
gency Response Team Instructor for local and county emergency 
management agencies in Maine and Alaska. He obtained his 

pilots licensed in 2001 and has also volunteered with the Civil 
Air Patrol in Maine and Alaska, which flies search and rescue and 
disaster relief missions for the U.S. Air Force.

Pascal Brignole is a graduate student from l’Université du 
Sud Toulon-Var, in France, currently doing an internship in Clare 
Reimers’ lab at HMSC. He has a Baccalauréat (French national 
high school diploma) in Sciences, a      Bachelor’s degree in 
Chemistry and is currently 
pursuing a Master’s degree in 
Oceanography with a spe-
cialty in marine chemistry and 
MISSAO (Measures Instru-
mentation Observation ground 
Atmosphere Ocean). 

Attracted by both the 
reputation of HMSC and the 
opportunity to collaborate with 
Clare Reimers on chemical 
oceanography research, Pascal is working on the development 
of a non-invasive technique for measuring material flux between 
the ocean and seafloor sediments.  He is building fast responding 
microelectrode oxygen sensors to assess the

influence of sensor response time when determining oxygen 
uptake by marine sediments in contrasting nearshore environ-
ments using eddy-correlation methods.

“Doing my internship in America is a very good opportunity 
for me to learn more about the language and the country,” says 
Pascal.  He is impressed with how nice people are at the marine 
science center, and with the physical beauty of Newport and 
its surroundings.  “The area is absolutely beautiful, with great 
beaches and lovely woods,” he says.

Pascal loves French, Italian and Japanese cuisine, though we 
haven’t yet heard his opinion of those offerings in Newport.  With 
a dog named Max and a marine aquarium back in his hometown 
of Marseilles, Pascal is sure to get at least a few house sitting of-
fers during his time here.  Bienvenue, Pascal!

 
As a young NOAA Corps of-

ficer in 1980, Rick Brown cruised 
into to Newport on the NOAA Ship 
MILLER FREEMAN and thought 
this would be a great place to work 
some day. Today, he is a Resource 
Management Specialist for the 
NOAA Northwest Fisheries Science 
Center, based at HMSC.  

Growing up in the Southeast, 
Rick began his NOAA career as a cooperative education student 
working for the National Marine Fisheries Service Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center in Pascagoula, MS while working on his 
undergraduate degree in Marine Biology at the University of West 
Florida in Pensacola.  During his time with the NOAA CORPS 
Rick served over 10 years assigned to ships that took him from 
the Arctic to 5 degrees north in the Pacific and from Canadian wa-
ters through the Caribbean on cruises supporting a wide variety 
of fisheries, marine mammal and oceanographic cruises.  Shore 
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assignments included work in several laboratories and in NOAA 
and Fisheries Headquarters supporting NMFS senior scientists. 
Rick also has masters degrees in Public Administration and Politi-
cal Science from the University of Southern Mississippi, and he 
is recently retired from the NOAA Officer Corps with the rank of 
Captain.

In 2001 Rick was able to work at HMSC for two years on 
facility and vessel issues before he was reassigned back to Wash-
ington, D.C.  His interest in returning to Newport is focused on 
providing the planning and support for the science programs of 
the Northwest including support for one of the newest assets, the 
NOAA Ship BELL M. SHIMADA, currently under construction 
as the fourth hull in NOAA’s Fishery Research Vessel program.  

“I am excited to finally get a new ship for NOAA to study the 
west coast,” he says, “and Newport will be critical to the sup-
port of the science that is conducted on this new platform.”  Rick 
highlights Sea Grant’s operation of the HMSC Visitor Center and 
the presence of a world class aquarium next door as opportunities 
to increase ocean literacy and public understanding of the work 
that NOAA does.  

Rick’s hobbies include beachcombing, fishing and visiting 
lighthouses which are good hobbies for the Oregon coast!  “The 
winter weather was very challenging and had us second guessing 
our move back to the west coast,” he confesses,  “but we really 
enjoy the friendly people and are looking forward to the cool 
breezy summer days.”

Greg Hutchinson works as a contracted Fisheries Biolo-
gist with the Environmental Conservation division of NOAA 

Fisheries. He comes to the HMSC as 
an employee under the supervision 
of Mary Arkoosh. Greg is part of a 
study looking at survival estimates of 
run-of-river transported yearling Chi-
nook salmon originating from Snake 
River Basin in the lower Columbia 
River and Estuary, with emphasis on 
increasing understanding of causes of 
differential delayed mortality. 

Originally from Cape Elizabeth, Maine, Greg moved to Or-
egon in May 2005 after graduating with a B.S. degree in Forestry 
from the University of Maine. His first job in Oregon was as a 
seasonal employee with the USDA Forest Service NW Research 
Station based out of Corvallis, where he assessed post-fire tree 
stressors all over the Pacific Northwest. Prior to that, he also 
worked for the National Park Service as a member of the Fire 
Crew in Acadia National Park. In December 2005, he began 
working for Northwestern Aquatic Sciences, a small, private toxi-
cology lab on Yaquina Bay, specializing in both freshwater and 
marine bioassays. His passion has always been working with fish, 
and he is very happy to be working with juvenile Chinook salmon 
here at the HMSC. 

Greg has been living on the Oregon coast now for 2 ½ years 
and enjoys the Oregon Coast’s scenic hiking, surfing, and crab-
bing opportunities. “With the ocean and trees right there and 
all the laid back people, it really reminds me of Maine in a lot 
of ways, eating crab instead of lobster, of course.” His favorite 

Oregon coast beach is the north end of Beverly Beach where he 
can often be found walking his dog Mackenzie.  Greg has been 
a drummer since the age of ten, and although he doesn’t have a 
drum set here in Oregon yet, he still loves to practice on his Afri-
can djembe and bongos.

Holger Klinck is a postdoc in Dave Mellinger’s bioacoustics 
lab at HMSC.  Born and raised in Germany (southwestern region, 
close to the French border), Holger studied hydrogeology at the 
University of Trier, earning 
his masters in environmen-
tal sciences in 2002.  After 
working two years in explo-
ration and exploitation of 
mineral and drinking water 
aquifers, he began his PhD 
at the Alfred Wegener In-
stitute for Polar and Marine 
Research in Bremerhaven, 
Germany. Holger developed the Perennial Acoustic Observatory 
in the Antarctic Ocean (PALAOA - Hawaiian word for sperm 
whale) which transmits data of the Antarctic underwater sound-
scape in real-time from the eastern Weddell Sea to Germany, 
where analyzed the data especially for underwater vocalizations 
of leopard seals. 

“I always wanted to do a PostDoc in a foreign country,” says 
Holger, who heard about the opportunity at HMSC from Dave 
Mellinger at a conference in Boston last year.  “Dave is one of the 
leading scientists in the automated detection/classification com-
munity, so I immediately applied for the position and fortunately 
I got it”. 

Holger’s main project at HMSC is focused on developing 
efficient detection algorithms for echolocation clicks of beaked 
whales, using the Ishmael software developed by Mellinger for 
sound recording/analysis. The long-term goal is to implement 
the detector in an oceanographic glider to be used for research 
on beaked whales.  Holger will also continue working on the 
Antarctic datasets (including one provided by Bob Dziak’s group 
recorded during their  expedition to the Antarctic peninsula) to 
look for pinniped vocalizations.  In addition, he is interested in 
doing some acoustic projects on Northern elephant seals and 
Steller sea lions, hoping to work with “another German guy” here 
at HMSC --- that is, pinniped ecologist Markus Horning, of the 
Marine Mammal Institute. 

“The HMSC is great,” says Holger. “I meet a lot of interesting 
people and I enjoy the discussions with them. There are collabo-
ration with other groups possible and I hope we can make them 
happen in the near future.”  When asked what he does for enjoy-
ment outside of work, he replies, “I am European - so of course 
I like playing soccer.”  Holger also enjoys traveling, hiking, and 
fishing, and is looking forward to getting out on a boat to explore 
Oregon’s estuaries and rivers.  His wife Karolin recently joined 
Holger in the U.S., and they are living in Nye Beach, which they 
like very much. “She likes the ocean and I am more into moun-
tains,” says Holger.  “Both can be found here and that makes this 
are ideal for us.” 



James Losee is a fisheries biologist (contractor) for the 
NOAA Northwest Fisheries Science Center, Fish 
Ecology division.  He 
works in Kym Jacobson’s 
lab examining parasites 
in the stomachs of ocean-
caught salmon.  Born in 
Salt Lake City, UT and 
raised in Yakima, WA, 
James says “I spent my first 
18 years of life wishing I 
lived closer to the ocean.”  
That would explain his 
decision to spend five years at Western Washington University in 
Bellingham and the University of Hawaii in Hilo, pursuing a BS 
in Marine Biology.  After college, he moved to Westport, WA -- 
for the surfing.

After working three years for the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife researching native coho in Chehalis and Colum-
bia river tributaries, James was attracted to the position at HMSC 
because he loves studying salmon and living on the coast.  With 
Seattle as the hub for marine research In Washington, there were 
few true “coastal” job opportunities in his home state for doing 
research.

James and his wife Kate, “the coolest girl on the planet”, have 
a 6-month old little boy named Finnegan.  For enjoyment, he says 
they love to travel, going “wherever our surfboards and fly rods 
take us.”

Impressions of Newport and HMSC so far?  “I love it here,” 
says James. “The people are amazingly cool. This is a beautiful 
city, beautiful people and better-than-average beer.”  Wow – Get 
this man a job with the Newport Chamber of Commerce!

Lisa Mulcahy is an AmeriCorps volunteer, currently serving 
as the 2008 SeaFest Event/Out-
reach Coordinator at HMSC.  Lisa 
says she was attracted to the posi-
tion because she enjoys working 
with the public and is interested 
in learning more about the many 
ways that people at HMSC use 
science in their work, and how 
that research gets communicated 
to the public. “I have been really 
impressed with the level of pride 

people take in belonging to HMSC and their willingness to be a 
part of the bigger picture by volunteering their time to SeaFest,” 
says Lisa. “People here seem very informed and engaged in what 
is going on in the community.”

Born and raised in Houston, Texas, Lisa studied marine biolo-
gy in college and earned her Master’s degree in Marine Resources 
Management from Texas A&M University at Galveston.  Before 
taking on the SeaFest coordinator role, Lisa  was an Eco-Art 
Educator with The Artist Boat, a non-profit engaged in teaching 
children about the importance coastal margins and the marine 
environment through the disciplines of the Arts and science.  
Learning activities in that program included kayaking, watercolor 
painting, and wetlands restoration projects. “I have a strong belief 
that marine education and ocean literacy are important to creat-

ing a stewarship ethic toward the environment,” Lisa says, “and I 
love to take on new challenges!”

Lisa’s favorite person is her husband Markus Horning, a 
research faculty member of the Marine Mammal Institute.  They 
live in Newport with their 9-year old cat, “Minou”.  Outside of 
work, Lisa enjoys birding and exploring nature on walking trails, 
and sounds like she could easily be convinced to go rock climb-
ing, which she used to do more often.  

Londi Tomaro is an OSU 
Fisheries Science graduate stu-
dent in Jessica Miller’s lab. She 
is using otolith microchemistry 
and morphology to investigate 
age at ocean entrance, and 
growth rate  before and after, 
of juvenile Chinook salmon 
migrating out of the Columbia 
River.

Londi was born and raised 
in Juneau, Alaska, and attended Lewis and Clark College in Port-
land, where she earned her BA in Biology. She worked season-
ally at a NOAA Fisheries Lab in Juneau for six years and worked 
for ODFW in Clackamas for four years before entering graduate 
school.  “I have been planning on coming back to school for sev-
eral years,” says Londi,  “and now that my husband has finished 
his professional degree, it is time for me to get mine.”

After several years in  “faraway Portlandia”, Londi is enjoy-
ing small town life and in Newport and is particularly apprecia-
tive of being back where the land meets the sea.  “Newport’s 
coast and beaches are very different from what I am used to in 
Juneau,” she says “but it is nice to smell the ocean again.”  

Londi enjoys hiking, x-country skiing, and playing soccer on 
the weekends.  She also loves taking walks through the neigh-
borhood, cooking for and with friends, sewing, and reading for 
pleasure.

Veronique Theriault, or “Vero” as she is known to her 
friends, is a post-doctoral researcher in Michael Banks’ Marine 
Fisheries Genetics lab.  She is working 
on reproductive success of hatchery coho 
salmon in the wild.  This involves both  
molecular work for parentage analysis us-
ing genetic marker, but also a life-history 
and evolutionary approach.

Though she was born in France, Vero 
insists “I am not French!”  Huh?   “My 
parents were spending a year there when I 
came along.  I am actually from Gatineau, 
a boring and unattractive city in Quebec, Canada, at the border of 
Ontario, 10 minutes from Ottawa. My parents are Acadians from 
New-Brunswick, Canada and all my extended family still live 
there. So, I am a French-speaking Canadian.”  She also has an 
older brother and younger sister back in Canada.

Veronique earned her undergraduate degree in biology at Ot-
tawa University, and then her Master’s and PhD at Laval Uni-
versity in Quebec City, studying biology, salmonids ecology and 
genetics.
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She was attracted to the HMSC by the project in Michael 
Banks’ lab, as well as by the Pacific Ocean – “very exotic for an 
easterner,” she says.

Winter on the Oregon coast has been a little frustrating for 
Vero.  “I deeply miss snow in winter time, she admits, “but hope-
fully, surfing will save me!”  Overall, though, she likes it here. 
“People are nice and relaxed.” Because Newport is so quiet my 
office mate is also teaching me to crochet. Hey, why not!

When not in the lab or office, Vero enjoys biking, running, 
adventure racing, and trying to surf --  but her favorite sport is ice 
canoeing. “Oh yes, this actually does exist - in Quebec only, we 
are a different breed!”  She is also very excited about the immi-
nent arrival of her chocolate lab puppy, which she plans to train to 
retrieve birds. Lots of fun!

In Remembrance
Austin Wyatt Pritchard  
March 8, 1929 - March 18, 2008

Austin Wyatt Pritchard was born 
March 8, 1929, in San Bernardino, 
Calif. At the age of 16, he entered 
Stanford University where he re-
ceived his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. He earned a Ph.D. at University of Hawaii 
in 1953, the first Ph.D. awarded there. He became 
a member of the Oregon State University faculty at 
age 25 and was active in the Oregon Marine Biology 
Society and involved in passing the Oregon Beach 
Bill of the 1960s.  Austin was a professor of zool-
ogy at OSU for 40 years and also had a laboratory at 
the Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport. He 
trained more than 15 graduate students and was an 
engaged and devoted teacher to thousands of students 
over the years. After retiring, he moved to Portland, 
settling in the Sellwood neighborhood where he was 
very active in Portland Loaves and Fishes/Meals on 
Wheels. Austin Pritchard died of prostate cancer on 
March 18, 2008 at age 79.

New Baby Announcements
Leah Feinberg and Jay Peterson welcomed the       
late arrival of their 7lb 9oz daughter Sylvie 
Rose Peterson on March 11, 2008.  
Congratulations Jay and Leah!


