
This Quest will help you explore the early town of 
Florence, learn about life in those days and, maybe, 
discover some surprises. Answers to some questions 
will appear in the text. “Questions for the Curious” will 
be answered when you find the box at the end of your 
journey. The Quest takes approximately an hour. At your 
last stop, you will be given clues to the location of the box. 
You will fill the numbered squares (located at the end of 
this Quest) with the letters you discover there. ~ Enjoy!

Driving directions to Florence Old Town: 
From Highway 101, near the north end of the Siuslaw River 
Bridge, turn east on Maple Street, just north of the Chamber 
of Commerce Visitor Center. A large “Old Town” sign is on the 
corner and there is a left-turn refuge if you come from the north.

Go one block on Maple to the stop sign. Turn left on Second 
Street and go one block; turn right on Nopal and you will soon 
see the parking lot on your left.

Park your vehicle in the parking lot east (upriver) of Nopal Street. 
Walk to Nopal and follow the curve into Bay Street. You will stay 
on the south side (the river side) of Bay Street for the first part 
of this Quest.
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When you have finished with the box and carefully replaced it, you can go into the 
museum, if it’s open (check that sign again or look for the flag at the front door).

When you are ready, you can walk one block east on Second Street
to Nopal and back to your car.

If you enjoyed this Quest, check out The Oregon Coast Quests Book, which 
contains directions for more than two dozen Quests in five Oregon counties.

The book is available at the Cape Perpetua Visitor Center or online.
Visit hmsc.oregonstate.edu/quests for more information.

Use the stamp in the box to mark the square below and keep this guide as a souvenir:

Now face east, the way that you came.
The 1930s house next door
was built for M.D. Morgan who 
published the newspaper, the “Oar.”

In 1890, on this corner,
Florence’s first newspaper, “The West,”
was started. The name changed quite often,
whenever new people bought the press.

Take care crossing the busy street,
then you’re under the bridge once more.
Look through the tunnel of arches.
How many can you count? ten? four?

These pointed forms are called “Gothic.”
Their design makes the arches strong.
You can touch the one on your left,
maybe, before you move along.

Walk one block, cross at the parking lot.
Continue going east, to a sign 
telling us how, a long time ago,
some men often liked to spend their time.

Keep walking to the tall Kyle building;
read sign at the corner you first meet.
At the building’s other front corner,
turn left and go north on Laurel Street.

At the corner of Old Town Way,
carefully, please, cross Laurel Street.
You’ll see an alley, but go north
instead  and, minding both your feet…

Go through the parking lot, then you must
walk on the grass if you think you can.
The house at 180 Laurel Street
(now a shop) was built in 1910.

The next door house was built 1880
by the town’s first settler, David Morse.
Possibly Florence’s oldest house,
it's been remodeled since then, of course.

Retrace your steps, south to the alley.
Then go east to Maple and you’ll see
just left the Electric Building, built
1938, changed ’83.
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Look clear across Maple Street and 
find the corner building with tall 
false face. It housed the Telephone 
Company
where women plugged cords in the 
right place.

Walk north to First Street; cross Maple
Street with care at corner; find and 
behold the Masonic Hall, built 1913.
The Masonic Lodge is very old.

Next door is the Florence Boarding 
House, existing since the year 1910.
Today there are apartments upstairs.
How was it so different, back then?

From the corner of Maple and First
walk east to No. 1458.
This place was originally
where electricity was made…

…from 1912, before Florence
was a part of the power grid.
Did residents like lights and heat?
We think they most certainly did!

Back to the corner, then turn north.
Two more houses have history.
Johnson House, 1892,
Had many lives, as you can see.

One more of Florence’s oldest homes:
the David House at 232, built by 
Charles David in 1906. At this point, 
your Quest is nearly through.

North at Maple and Second Streets 
stands Siuslaw Pioneer Museum.
You can use letters from the name 
that’s above the front door. Can you 
see ‘em?
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What is the 
difference between 
boarding houses and 
apartments?

An apartment is a group 
of rooms a person 
or family can rent for 
their home. Apartment 
dwellers can cook their 
own meals. In the past, 
some people owned big 
buildings and rented 
rooms for sleeping. The 
owners cooked meals 
for boarders, who ate 
together.

Question for the 
Curious:

What is a Masonic 
Lodge?

The answer is in the 
Quest box at the end of 
your journey. In Square No. 1, put the third

letter of the very first word.
Put the fourth letter, middle word,
in Square 2; you’ll not be deterred.

Square 4 needs a letter you’ll see
in each word except first in line.

Last letter in “Pioneer” goes
in Square 5; first letter, Square 9

1 62 73 84 95

Use the R again in Square 6,
Siuslaw’s next-to-last letter

goes into Square No. 7.
You’re doing better and better.

Two letters the same, first and last
in one word; write one in 8th Square.
If you can’t guess what’s in Square 3, 

see sign north on Maple, go there.

You’ll find that word in bottom line
of the sign, about open days.

Take sidewalk to the parking lot.
Stand quietly and find the place.

The building that’s the museum’s home
Was built as a school in 1905.
Later, it was a greenery store.

The museum keeps hist’ry alive.

Historic
FlorenceQuest



This anchor is the place to begin
to explore old Florence on this Quest.
You will stay on this side of Bay Street
and approach its end, as you walk west.

Near the anchor, see white arrows
showing distance to locations
also named “Florence.” Can you tell
which one is not in our nation?

You are walking west toward the ocean.
Look north to the end of Maple Street.
Now look west from that corner of Bay;
find a sign for something for your feet. 

That building housed Harbor Theater;
since 1938 is has stood.
After fire, ‘twas Florence Theater.
In 2003, it closed for good.

You’re following the route of the
Siuslaw River*, toward the sea.
You’re walking through old Florence town.
Did settlers get here easily?
 *(sigh-YOU-slaw)

Native Americans lived here long before EuroAmer-

ican (white) settlers came in the 1880s. Settlers 

came by horse-drawn wagons or ships. Then, rivers 

were highways and the ocean was the freeway.

 
Walk and locate building numbers;
addresses you then can deduce.
At 1304, go inside
discover the building’s first use.

How were meat lockers used?
Before many people had refrigerators or freezers, 
some businesses provided walk-in freezers. People 
could rent individual compartments to store their 
meat or other food to be frozen.

As you come back out, look across to
the tall building at Laurel’s corner;
‘twas built for Kyle in 1901.
Lumber, fish, trade enriched that owner.

Turn left past the wine shop and walk
First on concrete, then stepping stones
past the gazebo, toward water;
two signs to read will soon be shown.

1. 

2.

3. 

4. 

Why was a ferry boat used here?
Why isn’t a ferry here now?
We cross the river differently;
look right (downstream) and you’ll see 
how.

Read about the birds you might see.
Can you hear any while you’re here?
Or sounds of the water or smells
such as flowers growing quite near?

Across the river is the south;
Turn around until you face north.
Pass the gazebo and veer left.
Proceed on the bricks, going forth.

At the full circle pattern of bricks,
walk to your left on the bush-lined way.
Pass all the buildings; stop at the last.
Why was it built, in a former day?

Step down at the end of the walk;
go left to the large viewing deck.
Learn more by reading the three signs.
Where does the road (on bridge) go 
next?
 
Take the winding pink path to a bench,
then look west to a high wooden wall.
Bill’s Auto is gone; keep going west.
Read small sign on the building, learn 
all.

Look toward the bridge, walk west and 
then— just past the tall, leafy green 
hedge— left on straight pink walk; and 
you’ll be under the bridge, at river’s 
edge.

Check three signs, and observe the 
arches supporting the bridge; they’re 
well-designed. Go north to the main 
sidewalk, then left till a sign with an 
eagle you find.

Walk, going west until you see
a white house north across Bay Street.
Walk across, read sign by the steps.
Then, once more, redirect your feet.

Do you see a small white structure
to the west of this house named Kyle?
What would you call it? Earlier
in this Quest, you learned of its style.
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Siuslaw River
(sigh-YOU-slaw)
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Did you know?

U.S. Highway 101, on 
the bridge, keeps going 
south beside the Oregon 
Coast and through most 
of California.

Question for the 
Curious:

Do you know how an 
anchor 
is used?

The answer can be found 
in the Quest box at the 
end of your journey.

Question for the 
Curious:

Where is the current 
Florence movie 
theater located?

The answer can be 
found in the Quest 
box at the end of your 
journey.

Question for the 
Curious:

What does “Siuslaw” 
mean?

Where does the river 
start?

How did Florence get 
its name?

The answers can be 
found in the Quest box at 
the end of your journey.

Did you know?

Some houses you see on 
this Quest were originally 
built in other locations 
and moved; several 
because of the bridge 
construction.

What is a gazebo and 
how has it been used 
here?

A gazebo (gah-zee-bo) is 
a freestanding structure 
with a roof, usually open 
on the sides. This gazebo 
is a typical shape. 
This small park was 
dedicated in 1976 and 
the gazebo was built at 
about the same time. 
This structure has been 
used for weddings, the 
Rhododendron Festival 
court, live theater, and 
other events.

Question for the 
Curious:

Why is that statue of 
a sea lion standing 
there?

The answer can be found 
in the Quest box at the 
end of your journey.

Glenada Ferry - 1907 Florence’s First Newspaper 
“The West” - 1890 


